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Court of AUGUSTUS, 


=|) HE famous Ovid being fut 

QNY pected to have abufed the 
aus Confidence and Love of his 
nk ii Emperor, was fentenced by 

sg) him to attone in the Ifand of 
nies Thalaffie the Crime of having 
too many Charms. He was a great Lover 
of the Court, and the Pleafures of it; Ba- 
nifhment was therefore a Punifhment infinite- 
ly more fevereto him than it would have 
been to a Man of a more referv'd Nature. 
On his firft Arrival there, as he was walking 
one Morning, mournfully ruminating on his 
Misfortune, through a Wood which borders 
on the Shore on the fide of Macedoniay he 
perceiv'd a little diftance from him a Cloth 
B {pread 
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{pread on the Grafss——Flowers and ne 
Fruits confufedly mingled together, and 
empty Difhes, with other Marks of a Colla- 
tion that had been there, made him imagine 
there was Company not far off, who had 
made choice of that agreeable Solitude, to in- 
dulge at once Variety of Senfes. “The Gaiety 
of his Difpofition render’d him naturally cu- 
rious, and hoping he might find fomething in 
this Adventure which might be agreeable, he 
walk’d pretty haftily on, till he difcovered 
two Ladies of an extraordinary fine Shape 
and Air, going Arm in Arm into the thickeft 
Part of the Wood.——They ftoppd at a 
Grove compofed of Houeyfuckles and wild Fe/- 
famin, and feated themfelves on a Bank 
which feem’d adorn’d by bounteous Nature 
for the Reception of two of the lovelieft Wo- 
men inthe World. He no fooner faw 
them in that Pofition, than making what 
hafte he could towards them, with a de- 
fign to fay fomething gay and gallant, he 
heard one of them, not difcerning him, men- 
tion his Name three or four feveral times.— 
A little furprized at a Sound fo unexpected, 
he ftopp’d fhort, and liftning attentively be~ 
tween the Trees, diftinétly heard thefe 
Words: How is it poffible, aid one to the 
other, that fuch a ftrong and violent Inclina- 
tion fhould take pofleffion of your Sout for a 
Perfon whom you never faw ?——I am fen- 
fible, coutinu’d fhe, that when we are acquaint- 
ed with an Object agreeable to our Tafte, a 
long Converfation and Conformity of Hu- 
mour is very liable to ripen that Liking into 
Loye—but to be charm’d with a Man only 
oR 
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eon the bare Defeription of him, and reading 
his Works to have all the Hopes, and 
Fears, and foft Anxieties incident to the 
moft ardent Paffion in fine, to languifh 
to that degree you do for Ovid, is certainly 
what never happen’d to any but you, and 
what Pofterity will fcarce be brought to cre~ 
dit, if your Fame fhould live, as I doubt not 
but it will, to a long Futurity. ‘There is 
little danger, anfwer d the other, that the lat- 
ter Part of your Compliment fhould come to 
pafs, it being feldom in the power of one of 
my Sex, but more rare for one of my unhap- 
py Fortune, to do any thing worthy of Re- 
mark: But put the cafe it fhould be fo, I 
have no reafon to fear the great Actions Fate 
fhall enable me to do, fhould be leflened by 
the Difcovery of my Weakneds, fince the Se- 
eret of my Soul is known only to you. 
But, my Dear! purfued fhe, with an Accent 
wholly compofed of Tendernefs, if it were poffible 
that fuch a thing fhould happen, that even 
you, all Sincerity itfelf, fhould turn a ‘Trai- 
trefs to my Confidence, thofe People who 
would hear my Name, would likewife hear 
that of Ovid too; and I know not, if to ad- 
mire him, would not rather add to my Glo- 
ry than my Shame efpecially when the 
Innocence of my Flame would appear in my 
Ignorance of the Perfon who inipires it 
it is not the Maz, but the Mufe that | adore— 
when I read thofe tender and Soul-diflolving 
Defcriptions which every where his Elegies 
abound with, I find a Pleafure which almoft 
fteals me from myfelf—I mutt confefs indeed, 
that I languifh to behold the incomparable 
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Author-I concern myfelf in every thing that 
happens to.him, but all this is but the In- 
citements of my Gratitude for the many 
Hours of Delight his Verfes have aflorded, 
me-—and when I refle&t how eafy it would 
have been for me to have had his Company 
at Rome, had Fortune treated me with lefs 
Rigour; I curfe her more for this part of 
my Misfortune, than for the Obfcurity the 
compels me to live in. ‘That is as much as to 
fay, refumed fhe that had Jpoken jrft, that you 
are in love only with the Wt of Ovid; but I 
am very much of opinion, that if you fhould 
ever happen to fee his Perfiz, you would be 
no lefs charm’d with that than with his 
Works ; for I have been told, he is of a Form 
dangerous to behold. | 

» Ovid was fo earneft in hftning to the Dif- 
courte of thefe Ladies, that he obferv’d not 
two Men coming direftly to the Thicket 
where he had conceal’d himfelf they had 
time enough to know him, and tenderly em- 
brace him, before he could -recover Prefence 
enough of Mind to refle€& who they were 
that had him in their Arms-——their Civilities 
foon rouz’d him from that Refvery he had 
been in, and he prefently cali’d them to 
mind; one was Cornelius Lentulus, famous fox 
his many Viétories, particularly over the 
Scythiaus and the Daces; and the other, Hor- 
tenfius Hortulus, the only furviving Branch of 
the Noble Family of the Hortenfes——the Jat- 
ter of thefe gave Ovid but little furprize, he 
knew that becaufe he had refufed an Em- 
ployment, and a handfome Wife from the 
hands of Czfar, he had liv’d retired in this 
Ifland 
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(5) 
Ifland for the fpace of three or four Years: 
but he imagin’d Leutulus had been at, the 
Head of thofe Troops which the Enf§tror 
had fent againft the Getes, who had lately 
revolted from their Obedience. Are the Re- 
bels. then already, faid Ovid to him, reduced 
to their Duty ?—Has your Name, and the 
Remembrance of what you have formerly 
done againft them, abated their Courage ?>— 
or has the Emperor fo far forgotten himfelf, 
as to reward all that you have done for the 
Glory of his Empire, by dooming you to Ba- 
nifhment ?—The Getes- are ftill obftinate, re- 
ply'd Lentulus, and if the Emperor does any 
injuftice to my Zeal for his Service, it is not 
by banifhing me into the Ifle of Thalaffie— 
but it 1s a Motive no lefs powerful than the 
Commands of Cafar which has brought me 
here, and which it would not be in the pow- 
er of my Duty to oblige me to leave.-—This 
isa Myftery, coutinued he, we will clear up 
to you at another time in the mean while, 
I am impatient for the reafon of your coming 
hither ; for if you think Auguftus has forgot- 
ten himfelf by banifhing me, I think he muf 
be guilty of the higheft Contempt of Rome’s 
Glory, to drive Ovid from it. The fud- 
den coming forth of the two Ladies, put a 
{top to this Difcourfe. They had heard the 
Voices of fome Perfons near them, and had 
a defire to fee who they were: But whatever 
Reafons they had for Curiofity, Ovid had a 
much greater, and immediately asked his 
two Friends if thefe beautiful Perforts. were 
of their acquaintance. Hortenfius informd 
him that they were, and that one of thea 
was 
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call’d Fania, the Daughter of Lepidus the 
Triumvir ; the other, added Lentulus, is 
known here by the Name of Rofalina, but the 
keeps her Birth and all the Paflages of her 
Life a Secret. She {peaks three or four 
Languages fo naturally, that *tis impoffible 
to diftinguifh which of them is her Mother- 
Tongue ; but by the Sweetnefs of her Man- 
ner, and Politenefs of her Converfation, moft 
People take her to be a Roman born, or at 
leaft to have received her Education there. 
Whether Ovid was more taken with the 
Charms of Rofalixa, than with thofe Funia 
was Miftrels of, or whether he imagin’d that 
he difcover’d in the Eyes of the former a Mo- 
tion more conformable to that Inclination 
which one of them had for him, is uncertain ; 
but he fecretly with’d that Rofalina might be 
the Perfon by whom he was fo highly fa- 
vourd. The different Behaviour of thefe 
two Ladies foon gave him caufe to hope it 
was as he defir’d. Funia retired as foon 
as fhe had heard his Name, and receiv’d the 
Compliments he paid her ; but Rofalina ac- 
companyd not her fair Friend, and by all 
her Words and A€tions demonftrated that 
fhe was infinitely fatisfy’d with his Converfa- 
tion: and tho’ every thing fhe faid and did, 
was guarded with the ftri€teft Modefty, yet 
fhe.could not reftrain, fo as not to be per- 
ceptible in her Looks; that troubled, but 
pleafing Emotion of the Soul, which Ovid had 
too well defcribed not to be fenfible of. He 
had but juit time to make that fatisfa€tory 
Remark ; for Fuuia having told every one fhe 
met of the Arri ‘eat Man, he 
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was obliged to receive the Compliments of 
all the polite People in the Ifland: There 
were a great number of them, and Lentulus 
having that Day made a fumptuous Enter- 
tainment for them in. that Wood, they were 
not yet difpers’d, but were walking up and 
down in the pleafant Shades of it, as their In- 
clination call’d them: Ovid’s two Friends 
named them all to him one by one; he pre- 
fently call’d to -mind Tifennus Gallus, whom 
when he faw, he could not forbear blufhing. 
Hortenfius afterwards introduced him to a 
beautiful German, named Addiamante, a Com- 
panion of Rofalina’s.. There were likewile 
two. or three of the Inhabitants of Lesbos, 
who came at this Seafon of the Year to fell 
their Goods to the Exiles in Thalaffie. ‘They 
knew Ovid, and were extremely furprized to 
fee him there ; they fail’d not to enquire in- 
to the Reafons of his coming ; but that was 
a Secret he referv'd for his particular Friends, 
and only told them, he came in obedience to 
the Commands of Auguftus—He added, that 
his Confcience acquitted him of any Guilt, 
but that he would not pretend to be wholly 
innocent, fince Cafar thought him blameable. 
This Moderation of his was not imitated by 
the other Exiles, who loaded the Emperor 
with many Accufations of his Injuftice to 
them, and gave a liberty to their Longues 
which was deny‘d to their Perfons ; not con- 
fidering that this was the ready way to hin- 
der themfelves from being reftor’d to thofe 
Honours and Dignities, the Lofs of which, 
they fo muchregretted. Lentulus being only 
in Lodgings, Hortenfius obliged the New~- 
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(3) 
Comer to take up his Refidence at his Houfe. 
As foon as they were alone, Ovid thought 
he might now be free, and relate the wholé 
Story of his Affairsto him, which he had re- 
fafed to the others. This Noble Roman and 
he having been the moft intimate Friends, he 
confefs'd to him that his Difgrace was owing 
to the Favours he had receiv’d from the 
Daughter of Auguftus. You fpeak but half the 
Truth, anfwer’d Hortenfius, I have Corref 
pondents at Rome who have inform’d me of the 
Secret you would in vain conceal. Own it 
therefore, without referve, my dear Ovid, pur 
Sued he fmiling, Cafar would have eafily been 
brought to pardon your attempt on Fula, could 
you have ftopp’d there-~-—He had ‘been ac~- 
cuftom‘d to the Gallantries his Daughter en- 
eaged herfelf in, and his Court would foon 
become a Defart, if it were made a Capital 
Crime to be pleafing to Julia; but you have 
touch’d the Emperor in a part infinitely more 
fenfible, and Terentia is comprehended in'the 
Number of your Amours. That Report, 
reply'd Ovid, is one of the moft cruel Gircum- 
ftances of my Misfortune. I receiv’d the 
Sentence of Banifhment with Fortitude e= 
nough, but I cannot with any patience re- 
member that the excellent Terentia is fulpeét- 
ed of a Weaknefs of which Iam fenfible the 
never can be guilty. I defire not a more 
plain Confeffion, interrupted the other, how 
much you love Terentia, than this Concern 
for her Reputation—and as I am fully con- 
vinced, that a Woman of her Underftanding 
and fine Wit could not be belov’d by you 
without anfwering your Paffion, lam now af- 
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fured my Agents are fully inftrudted in all. 
and have given me a faithful account, for 
which I fhall write them my Acknowlec 
mencs. I folemnly proteft, refumed Ovid 
very earneftly, that there is Hochinteod fo falle 
and fcandalous,; as that Report oF an In- 
trigue between me and that La dy—I efteem 
her as much as fhe ought to be elteem’d——— 
fhe has an ‘uncommon fhare of Wit, indeed, 
a Judgment and Underftanding rarely to be 
found in a Perfon of her Sex anal Years——— 
fhe underftands the moft difficult part of my 
Works, and penetrates even into my-m oft 
hidden and abftrufe Meanings. 1 do not 

therefore deny but that fhe ney have a great- 
er regard for their Author, than a Lady of 
a lefs refined Genius and 'Tafte for Poetry 
might have-—But, befides that fhe has never 
fhewn the leaft 'Tendernefs to any one except 
the Emperor, Iam fo many ways obliged to 
the brave Mece enas, that the laft tl hing I “watt 
do, fhould be to hacboud a eriminal Defign 
upon his Wife. 

How ! faid Hortenfius, has the Pada: 
then no Obligations to Mecenas 2 what Sub- 
ject is there has receiv 'd fo many ?>—What 
is it he does not oweto the Prudence and 
Zeal of that great Man ?—what is it he has 
left undone to fix him f fecurely on the Throne? 
—with what unweary *d and fuccefsful Vigi- 
lance has he overthrown all the Detigns 
form’d againft his Life >—Does he not Gu 
his All, iis more than Life, his Glory 
the Sincerity of Mecenas? Yet we fee he 
thinks it no Crime to arent him in this point. 
Ido not think myfelf obliged, aifwer'd Ovid, 
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"> defend the Condu& of the’ Emperor ; 
Spite 1s natural to a banifh’d Man, and I 
have fefc things much nearer to me at home, 
to keep up my Refentment againft thofe who 
made me fo. But this I think myfelf obliged 
to fay, that if the beautiful Terentia had ta- 
ken half the pains to pleafe me, as fhe has 
done to cultivate the Emperor’s Affection ; 
and if Mecexas fhould appear as well fatisfied 
with my Addrefles to his Wife, as he is with 
thole Axugu(tus makes, I might, perhaps, for- 
cet myfelf as much as he has done. It is but 
in vain I tell you, evy’d Hortenfius, that you 
endeavour to deceive me; I can give you a 
convincing Argument of the Patience of Me- 
cenas touching the Gallantries of his Wife, 
when I inform you that lam acquainted with 
the Story how young Craffus furprized you 
one Night coming out of her Apartment. 
Well, faid Ovid, as pofitive as you are, I 
fancy 1 fhall anon oblige you to be of another 
opinion: And fince you have heard that Par- 
ticular ina manner fuch as it appear’d, not 
what it really is, I will no longer defer giving 
you the Hiftory of my Adventures—I know 
you to be a wife Man, and flattering myfelf 
that you love me, am certain you will not 
abufe the Confidence I repofe in you. 
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The Hiffory of O VID. 


T would be in vain, faid this celebrated 

Roman, to deny the Favours with which 
the Daughter of Czfar has honour’d me. My 
Banifhment has made them feem fo great, that 
it is Diferetion to declare them as they are.—I 
own then, that this beautiful Princefs has been 
pleas’d to treat me in a manner which I fhall 
ever remember with the utmoft Gratitude 
and Pleafure—fhe permitted me to confecrate 
thofe Verfes to her, which I publith’d under 
the Name of Corzzza——the has often anfwer’d 
with obliging Looks what I have dar’d to 
avow by my Eyes.-——I have, indeed, pre- 
fum’d to carry my Prefumption to a height 
which may juftly be ftiled criminal, confider- 
Mme the prodigious Difparity of our Birth, 
tho’ perfeétly innocent, had we been of equal 
Extraction.—Pafs over this Argument lightly, 
faid Hortenfius, I find you have a ftrong in- 
clination to defend the Virtue of all the La- 
dies you are to {peak of—but becaufe I am 
certain that I know as well as you do your- 
felf, what has happen’d between you and 
Gulia, 1 only defire you would intorm me 
what happen'd between you and Terentia. 

You are miftaken alfoin this, reply’d Ovid, 
and to convince you that you are fo, I will 
let you into a longer account of that Affair 
than perhaps you may defirem=——The be- 
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ginning of an Intrigue with the firft Princefs 
in the Univerfe, has a fecret Pleafure in it 
not to be exprefs’d—I beheld with an un- 
utterable T'ranfport the preference fhe gave 
me of all the other Courtiers.of myRank, 
and by playing the part of a great Prince in 
thofe fecret Converfations fhe allow’d me, I 
began to think that I was fovin reality I 
forgot Fulia’s Rank and my own ; but as the 
always took care to reprove my Boldnefs, 
whenever it carry’d me too far, (whatever 
Calumny may have rais’d to:the contrary) 
thofe Delights, great as they were, only 
fervd to flatter my Vanity; not eratify my 
Paffion, which had been:aecuftem’d to more 
fubftantial Food than airy Hope could yield. 
Defpairing in. my Hours of Reafon ever to 
be more happy than I was, yet confciotis to 
myfelf that Iwas favour’d infinitely beyond 
my Merit, tho’ not enough to make me eafy, 
I fell into a deep Languifhment, which is 
better exprefs'd in fome ‘of niy Elegies, than 
I can now do it in Profe: Sulpitia, the Wife 
of Tifiennus Gallus, whomyou fee here in 
Thalaffie, who was‘one of the Princefs’s La- 
dies of Honour, and very much trufted by 
her, has often been witnefs'to what a Con- 
dition thofe unprofitable ‘Favours have re- 
duced me.—-Fulia is allow’d to be one of the 
moit lovely Women of the Age—I was per- 
mitted: all manner of Freedoms with her, 
excepting that which only could makeome 
happy—I have come from*her Chamber, ra- 
ging with Agonies of reftrain’d Defire, and 
well nigh fuffocated’ with my awe-check’d 
Flame,—The generous Su/pitid -has met me, 
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pity'd me, and omitted nothing in her power 
to give me eafe. Tifiennus was about that 
time fufpected of having a hand'in the Con- 
{piracy of Marcus Lepidus, and banifh’d into 
this Ifland—his-Abfence allow’d his Wife to 
take thofe Freedoms which his Jealoufy and 
Ijl-nature would not permit when he was at 
home with her: fhe was fenfibly touch’d with 
my Misfortune, and {par’d nothing to alle- 
viate it. She placed me in a Clofet one 
Evening contiguous to the Princefs’s Cham- 
ber, where, as they were alone together, I 
heard her give her this Advice : The Meafures 
you take with Ovid, faid fhe, are equally of- 
fenfive to Love and Virtue—You fufter a 
Man, whofe Paffion you are pleas’d with, to 
perifh at your Feet, becauie a too great 
Nicety forbids you to raife him to your 
Arms-——and you would hardly give more of- 
fence to your Glory, by entirely fippreffing 
that Decorum, than you do by allowing him 
Liberties which encourage him to-hope more 
-—-either take upon you the Character. of Cz- 
fars Daughter, or courageoufly renounce the 
Duties that Place impofes on you——this half 
Virtue argues rather Fearfulnefs than Chafti- 
ty—therefore refolve either to banifh this un- 
happy Adorer from your Prefence, or’ con- 
fent to make him blefs’d.—She had many Ar- 
guments ‘of this mature to oblige her to fix 
me ina Condition of Defpair or Happinefs : 
But the Princefs could not be perfuaded to 
come into any one of thefe Propofitions —My 
Converfation diverted her~~—~ andthe daily 
Teftimonies I gave her of my Love, ferv’d 
to amufe her—but her Friendfhip’ for. me 
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earry'd her no farther than that Amufement ; 
and tho’ fhe found it a great difficulty to de- 
prive me of her Prefence, yet fhe found it a 
much greater to grant me that Eafe which 
Sulpitia fo earneftly follicited. That Lady 
exprefsd her Concern for me in fuch obli- 
ging Terms, that I thought I could not fhow 
my Gratitude any other way, than by of- 
fering her what remain’d of myfelf. If the 
beautiful SzJpitia, faid I, can be contented 
with a fecond place ina Heart, where the 
Daughter of Auguftus pofleffes the firft, and if 
tke nice Gulia would not look on it as a 
Wrong done to her, the miferable Condition 
wherein I am, and which fo juftly moves 
your Compaffion, might foon receive fome 
Eafe. I had fearce finifh’d thefe words, 
when fhe burft out into a loud Laughter, and 
with a Countenance which feem’d equally 
divided between Anger and Surprize, How 
could you, faid fhe, divide yourfelf in this 
manner, without giving either the Princefs 
or Sulpitia caufe to doubt our fhares in your 
Aftection ?—--———That is a Secret, anfwer'd 
I, perceiving her Indignation rather affumed thau 
veal, that I have not yet put in practice; but 
a little Reafon in the Princefs and in you, 
would > foon make a tryal of it Nothing 
is more certain, pyrfued I, than that, if you 
were ignorant of what pafles between me 
and the Princefs Fulia, and had not been 
witnefs of thofe fecret Entertainments which 
caufe fuch violent Emotions in me, I fhould 
before now have thrown’ myfelf at your 
Feet with all the Extafies of longing, burn- 
ing ‘Paffion——tell me then, would you have 
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thought the Offering unworthy your Recep- 
tion ?>—-No, faid fhe, if I were unacquainted 
with the Caufe which infpired you with thofe 
Emotions, and that I believ’d it was to my 
Beauty you ow’d the kindling fuch a Flame. 
Alas! reply'd I haftily, am 1 to be condemn’d 
becaufe the Princefs has let you into the Se- 
cret ‘of our Converfation? You agree with 
me, that my Love, fuch as it is, might, and 
ought to be favourably receivd by any one 
who fhould think herfelf the only Object of 
it-———-Why therefore fhould I fuffer for an 
Indifcretion of which I am not guilty ?—In 
the Ardor of my Embraces you would not 
diftinguifh, had you not been told it, that 
any other Woman had a fhare in raifing thofe 
Emotions——my Tranfports would not be 
the lefs becaufe they were firft kindled at the 
Eyes of Fulia and I doubt not but 1 
‘ fhould find in a nearer Converfation with the 
lovely Sulpitia, Charms which would make 
me in reality forget that Princefs, at leaft for 
a time. 

This manner of Reafoning entirely diffipa- 
ted that little Chagrin which at my firft pro- 
pofing this Matter, ruffled the Brow of Su/- 
pitia; that Vanity, of which all Women 
have fome fhare, perhaps, induced her to 
imagine that her Charms had in good earneft 
wrought an Alteration in my Sentiments to 
her advantage, and that fhe had the power 
of rivalling that inimitable Princefs in my 
tendereft Devoirs.. However it were, fhe 
could not reftrain herfelf from running im- 
mediately to acquaint Julia with our Con- 
verfation, in fpite of all I could fay to hinder 
her. 
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her.-—I. muft confefs I was in a very great 
Dilemma how to behave in fo critical a point. 
But I was agreeably furprized when the 
next day I was told by Sulpitia, that the 
Princels' was extremely furprized with the 
oddnefs of my Propofition, but had given her 
free liberty to carry on this tripartite In- 
trigue. [had at that time compoted a Copy 
of Verfes, entitled, The Goddef; of Hearts ; 
wherein I made Love find fault with Venus, 
for {pending too much time in fubduing the 
Minds of Mortals, and advife her to take an 
Affiftant——I made the Princefs Fulia the 
Subftitute of that Goddefs on Earth. "This 
Poem being deliver’d to her hands, thro’ an 
Inadvertency of which I could never cure 
her, fhe gave to Terentia. The Name of 
Fulia was difguifed under that of Corinna ; 
but the Picture of Corinna had fo exaGta rée- 
femblance with the Daughter of Auguftus, 
that Lerentia eafily perceiv'd for whom it was 
drawn ; nor did that Princefs take much 
pains to hide from her the Truth. And it 
was this Accident which was the firft rife 
of the Story of Zerentia’s Affection for me:— 
One Night, as we happen’d to meet at the 
Emprefs’s: Apartment, fhe took me afide, 
and fhowing me the Verfes which fhe had 
juft receiv'd from the hands of $ulia, Is it 
not true, faid fhe, that you would think your- 
{elf very much obliged to any one who fhould 
paraphrafe on this Poem, and entertain the 
Emperor with it? I iwas not a little alarm’d 
to fee her in pofleffion of that Paper, and to 
obferve the Remark fhe made on it; but af- 
fuming as much Prefence of Mind as the 
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‘Circumftance would admit; I do tiot think, 
veplyd I, that the Emperor would ‘give him-= 
felfvany ‘Coneern about Ovid’s Corinua, un= 
lefs finding her Charater agreeable to that 
of the beautiful Terentia, he might adjudge 
me guilty of the fame Crime as Prometheus, 
who attempted to rob Heaven of its Fire. 
You are more witty than fincere, vefumed 
that Lady with a Smile, and the Turn that 
you have given in this Reply, ought to be 
requited with equal Malice but Ll have a 
great efteem for you, and would willingly be 
rank’d among the Number of your Friends 
I would have you advife Fulia to be lefs 
lavifh in expofing your Works Your Love 
is very apparent in them; and that Lan- 
guage might be interpreted, and very eafily 
applied by one lefs underftanding than I am, 
and would be, perhaps, lefs concern’d for 
your Intereft. 

I was touch'd with the moft fenfible Gra- 
‘titude at this generous Proceeding of one 
whom her Husband’s Power, and the Em- 
perors Affection, made one of the greatett 
“Women in the World -——~J exprefs'd my 
thanks in Terms with which the feem’d per- 
te€tly fatisfy’d, and from that Day have de- 
dicated. to her Good-humour and Generofity 
all thofe Verfes which my Paffion for Cefar’s 
Daughter, and Swlpitia, would permit me to 
make on any other Theme than Love. It 
was at this time that Craffus was fo violently 
enamourd of Terentia, that his Paffion was 
vifible to -all Eyes-but thofe of the Emperor 
and the Husband———in their Prefence his 
Fear of Difcovery made him as diligent to 
| conceal 
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conceal his own, as at other times his 
Jealoufy render’d him watchful of her Be- 
haviour. He had feen her take me afide ; it 
was eafy to perceive by her Gefture, that 
fhe was faying fomething very obliging to 
me: he drew near, and liftned; but we 
talk’d fo low, that he could make nothing of 
our Difcourfe: but thofe broken Sentences 
which reach’d his ear, ferv’d to make him 
much more uneafy, than if he had diftin- 
_ guifh’d the Whole. The Goddefs of 
Hearts, when we talk’d of the Verfes, being 
only an unmeaning piece of Gallantry, I pro- 
nounced aloud, and feeming befides very 
thankful to Terentia, he thought fhe had 
liftned to me favourably, and that we had 
concluded on an amorous Appointment. But 
his Jealoufy in a few days after receivd an 
Addition, which, to a Man lefs fufpicious 
in his Nature, would have been enough to 
infpire him with that Paffion. I was walk- 
ing in the Gardens of Lucullus-——Terentia 
came thither alfo, conducted by the great 
Agrippa, and follow’d by Crafjus, who was 
like her Shadow, always after her: He led 
the young Helvidia, the Neice of Mecenas, 
and did all he could to perfuade the World, 
that it was either fhe, or the beautiful Au 
yelia, whofe Charms obliged him to vifit fo 
often at Zerentia’s: But few they were who 
were deceivd by this Evafion ; his Beha- 
viour, whenever that Lady appeard, was 
{ufficient to confute all the Arguments he 
could bring to induce People to be of a con- 
trary opinion. 
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Terentia feeing me ata diftance turn the 
Corner of an Alley, fent one of her Atten- 
dants, to defire I would join Company with 
her.—I obey’d, and as foon as I came near 
her, Ovid, faid the difcoutented Craflus, offers 
a remarkable Incenfe to his Goddefs; but it 
is fuch as the Heavens murmur at, and Fu- 
piter is offended.——By his Looks, and the 
malicious Accent of his Voice, and fome- 
thing which I had heard from an Intimate of 
his, I eafily guefs'd the meaning of thefe 
words ; but taking no notice of it, Can In- 
cenfe, anfwer'd I, offend the Gods? and are 
not the Offerings made to a Goddefs not fit 
to be offer’d publickly ? I know not on 
what you are talking, faid Agrippa ; but for 
my part, were I a God, I fhould believe the 
Orifons of a Man fo extraordinary as Ovrd, 
were made more out of Intereft than Devo- 
tion—for I know not how to think a Perfon 
of his Qualifications ever makes his Offerings 
out of pure Submiffion. Iam of your mind, 
added Terentia ; but fuch a one as Ovid, is 
more to be fear’d by the Gods of the Earth, 
than the Deities of Heaven-—Therefore I 
would have him offer up his Sacrifices to a 
‘a Goddefs with more Privacy than he 
does. 

You may eafily perceive, faid Ovid, profe- 
cuting his Narration, that what Terentia faid, 
was occafion’d by the Difcourfe we had to- 
gether at the Emprefs’s—by Crafjus’s reflect- 
ing that the Heavens were troubled at my 
Devotions, and Fupiter was offended, fhe 
imagin’d he knew the whole Affair, and that 








Auguflus was enraged at my Prefumption, 
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which etigaged her to anfwer as:fhe did——- 
Crafjus on the other fide meaning Terentia; 
and that the Difpleafure of the Emperor was: 
owing only to his Jealoufy, grew more and. 
more confirm’d in what before he imagin?d, 

{ anfwer’d what I thought. proper’ to the 
obliging Compliments which even Graffus:- him- 
felf made mes and we went.on in this kind 
of Raillery till-we difcern’d the Emperor at 
the other end of the Walks—None among us 
doubted but that he came thither to meet 
the Wife of Mecenas, and every body with-- 
drew at fight of him, knowing that he de- 
fir'd no Witneffes of his Converfation: with: 
her ——— Craffus above alk Men could little 
endure to liften to the Tendernefs. with 
which he always accofted her he re- 
tir’d at the fame time Idid, and following 
the Path I took, we went together-on«the; 
Terrafs adjoining to the Gardens which bor- 
der on the River Titey-——Can one, faid. he, 
without being guilty of a too great Pre- 
fumption, venture to engage in a Converfa- 
tion with the juftly celebrated: Owid 2 : 
Wits of a lower Rank wil) hardly find per- 
miffion to fpeak their minds, after: having 
beer favour’d with the Converfation of the 
witty Wife of Meceuas, and the incompa- 
rable Agrippa. Truly, aufwer'd I, finiling, 
f am not very fond of Wits of the ordinary 
fize, which is the Reafon. I have long with'd 
an Intimacy with the admirable Craffzs--— 











We walk’d the length of the Ferrais toge- 
ther, and having for fome time talk’di of in- 
different Subjects, he affe@ted at ‘lat to det 
me into a fecret Defign he had of going to 
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the. Army, which. was order’d for Wyria s 
which. Aflair 1 making but a flight anfwer 
to, as not thinking: myfelf a proper Perfon to 
be confulted init; You.do not ufe. me well, 
aid he, Llay myfelf intirely open to.you, yet 
you. act all on the Referve-—I am not happy 
enough, returm'd I, to know any thing wor- 
thy of imparting to you——E never was con= 
cern'd in any State-Intrigue—all my time has 
been. {pent in. Amours, and my Misfortune 
is, that they have been fo publickly known, 
that it would be. ridiculous in me’ to.pretend’ 
to. make a fecret of them. There you: dif— 
femble with me, reply’d he, for thofe Amours 


which. have been publickly known, have only 


fervid. for a Cloak to-hide more fecret ones— 
you, facrifice fome Ladies, who: are not. the 
Objects of your Affection, to. the Safety of 
thofe who really are: Did you net once. 
pay a fictitious Devoir to Valeria, to. conceal 
that fincere: one her. more lovely Sifter en- 
gaged, from you ?—even fo alfo is there at 
this. prefent a fecret Amour carrying on. in 
that outward Courtfhip of Sulpitia, This 
Difcourfe made me tremble for Julia; but as 
much as poffible concealing my Diforder, 
Why, faid J, do not you think Sulpitia ca- 
pable of engaging a° Heart—tho’ I would 
not have you think me fo vainas to imagine 
Ehave infpired that Lady with any Tender- 
nefs for me; yet fuppofe fuch a thing were 
poffible, has fhe not Charms enough.to take 
up all my Paffions, and the Defires of my 
Soul 2——She fhall be as witty and as lovely 
as. you pleafe, reply’d he, I pretend not to 
detract from her. Perfeétions: But notwith- 
| ftanding 
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ftanding all the. Excellencies fhe really has, 
or thofe fhe may appear to be Miftrefs of in 
a Lover’s eyes, yet do I ftill affirm, that fhe 
is not the Goddefs to whom Ovid confecrates 
both his Works and Inclinations= I am 
very certain you know both her and  your- 
felf better than to give the Title of Goddefs ’ 
to theWife of Tifieunus. Lovers, faid I, give 
that Title to every one who is the Object of 
their Affections it is not high State 
and Quality which draw thefe Expreffions 
from a Love-fick Soul; byt it 1s the Con- 
formity he finds between that Name and the 
Adorations he is inclined to pay her and 
I doubt not but when Paris follicited the 
Love of the Shepherdefs Oenone, he gave her 
the fame Titles as he afterwards gave the 
Queen of Sparta. It muft be confefs'd, re- 
fum’d Craflus, after a paufe, that you have 
the moft artful way of evading what you 
care not dire€tly to anfwer, of any Man 
breathing——but as I have had penetration 
to fathom your Meaning, deep as you have 
intended to emerge it, I muft be fo free as 
to let you fee 1 read the Wife of Mecenas 
through the Name of Su/pitia, and with you 
agree, that fhe is worthy to be cail’d Goddefs 
of Hearts. 

Tis impoffible, my dear Horten/ius, conti- 
nued Ovid, to exprefs the Eafe of Mind 
which the laf words of Craffus afforded me ; 
I had, fince his firft falling on me about thofe 
Verfes, imagin’d he had found out the whole 
Intrigue between Yulia and myfelf, and was 
wonderfully delighted that I was fo agree- 
ably deceived; and looking on Craffus with 
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a fmiling Countenance, Now, Sir! I take 
you right, faid J, you would willingly talk 
of the Perfon you love--—you might have 
{pared yourfelf the trouble of going fo far 
about for an occafion to begin it; I am al- 
ways ready to oblige my Friends; and we 
fhould have paft our time much more agree- 
ably, could I have thought you wanted an 
opportunity to {peak of Lerentia.——It was 
now my turn to railly Craffus knew not 
what to anfwer, and I fhould not have given 
-over fo foon as I did, if, luckily for him, Do- 
mitius /Enobardus had not that moment come 
up to us, and obliged us to break off our 
Difcourfe. You know Domitius, he is 
one of the chief Favourites of Avgu/tus, and, 
indeed, I think one of the moft worthy ; he 
was then juft married toa Daughter of the 
Princefs O¢tavia——We could not {fo eafily 
fhun him as we might have done one of a 
meaner Rank——He obliged me to go to 
fupper with him, and the next day would 
needs have me accompany him to a fine Houfe 
he had lately built in the Road to Picene 
I ftay'd there three whole Days, which 
feem’d to me fo many tedious Ages; for be- 
fides the longing Defire I had to fee Julia, I 
wanted to acquaint her with the Converfa- 
tions I had firft with Terentia at the Palace- 
Royal, and after with Craffus in the Garden 
of Lucullus, and to confult with her on Mea- 
{ures accordingly to deceive the Emperor’s 
Jealoufy, and the Court’s Reflections. The 
moment I got loofe from A:xobardus, Tran 
directly to her Apartment——I found her 
in her Clofet with Salpitia ; they were clofe 
in 
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in Converfation, but I had often taken -the 
liberty.of interrupting them in that-manher, 
without -difpleafing the Princefs——the-‘mo- 
ment [-enter'd'the Room, Sulpitia withdrew, 
and Fulia ftood looking out-of a Window ; 1 
‘thought I perceiv’d in both their Counte- 
tances fomething which feem’d an indication 
of Diforder. Sfulia had a Nofegay of Flow- 
ers in her Hand, which the was:pulling to 
pieces, and throwing-on the Ground ‘witha 
peevifh and refentful Air :: What harm, Ma- 
dam, faid I, as l-approached her, have thefe 
innocent Products of Nature’s‘Handy-work 
done to you, or to the World'?+She feem’d 
‘not to regard what I had fpoken, but conti- 
nuing m the fame-pofture, without fo‘much 
as turning her Eyes toward me, If ever -you 
fee her-again, fard fhe, depend upon it that 
you fhall never fee me more. ‘Who is it, Ma- 
dam, anfwer'd I, ftrangely furprized, that I 
muft never fee again? and what malicious 
bufy Demon is it that would deprive me of 
the Sight of my Geddefs? She made-no 
reply for fome moments; “but, after that 
paule, throwing ‘herfelf back into a ‘Chair 
which, ftood near the Window, It is the foolith 
Sulpitia, faid foe; it feems -as if you had re- 
nounced the power I once had -over you, 
when fhe pretends to have any ; and’is con- 
tinually reproaching me with having a larger 
fhare in your Affeétions than I was ever 
Miftrefs of—but fhe fhall no longer boaft 
of thofe Advantages——if I have-any in- 
fluence over you, you fhall fhow no manner 
of regard-to her. J leave you to judge how 
much I was delighted with this Difcourfe of 
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Gulia’s, and to find her touch’d with Jea- 
loufy to fo great a degree——I took care to 
tell her what Terentia had {aid to rhe—it now 
came in a-propos; for it would have been 
the higheft Madnefs to have difobliged Sulpi- 
tia at a time when the Emperor fufpeGed 
our Intrigue——But I made the Princefs ail 
the Retributions I was capable of, for the 
kind Inclination fhe exprefs’d of engroffing 
my Affections, and defcribed thofe I had 
for Sulpitia, in Terms which entirely fatif= 
fy'd her. 

Believing now or never was the time to 
obtain the Ultimate of my Defires, I intreat= 
ed her to accept of thofe Services which fhe 


had allow’d me to pay Sulpitia. She very 


well underftood my meaning; and anfwer’d 
ime in fuch a perplexed and irrefolute man~ 
ner, as gave tne hope I had not much longer 
to languifh———I ask’d her feveral Quettions 
concerning what the Vanity of Sulpitia had 
made her utter, part of which fhe anfwer'd, 
and fome fhe left me at liberty to guefs at— 





but whatever Look of Difdain I put on to. 


pleafe the Princefs, I could not in my heart 
be difobliged with her ; eafily perceiving, 
that fhe had done me more fervice by her In- 
difcretion, than ever fhe would have been 
able to have done by her Advice ; and that 
by boafting the Advantages fhe had-gain’d 
over me, fhe had rais’d an Envy in the Divine 
Julia, which would incline her more in my 
favour, than all her Compaffion for my Suf- 
ferings would have obtain’d——! fhould haye 
made ufe of this Opportunity to have prefs’d 
the Confirmation of that Felicity the Kind- 
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nefs of both her Looks and Words now 
made me expect; but Prince, Marcellus, un- 
luckily for me, came in and broke off our 
Converfation I had the pleafure of per- 
ceiving his Vifit was equally unwelcome to 
the Princefs ; and having by a. Look of Dif- 
content teftify’d the Chagrin fhe conceiy'd at 
it, bade me in a low Voice attend her, after 
the Emperor was in Bed, in the Alcove un- 
der her Window ——We will there, added 
fhe, in a loud Voice, decide this Queftion, 
which I have now no leifure to purfue. The 
Prince immediately ask’d what was _ the 
caufe of our Difpute; Nothing, anfwer’d fhe, 
with a ready Prefence of Mind, but an Ob- 
jection I have made to fome things in Ovid’s 
Art of Love; and with thofe words taking 
up a Manufcript Poem of mine fo call’d, fhe 
began to paraphrafe on feveral Paflages in it, 
with a Judgment, which would have made 
one think fhe had a long time ftudied thefe 
Remarks, not that they were the Effect of a 
prefent Turn of Thought———and at the 
Clofe of what fhe had to fay, told me that 
fhe ftill purfued the Point we were upon. I 
thought I underftood what fhe meant, and 
did not doubt but that I fhould that very 
Night be as bleft as I could wifh.—-I took 
my leave, and withdrew to prepare myfelf 
for Joys which none but thofe that truly love 
can be capable of pofleffing——But I forget 
that I am {peaking to a Man who has-never 
known any thing butan Infenfibility of Na- 
ture to that Paflion which has given me fo 
much trouble, and that either my Anxieties 
or Raptures will be little comprehended by 

3 one 















I I A i i i A Ae a a i a 





( 27 ) 
one altogether a Stranger to them, elfe I 
fhould run on in a long Defcription of thofe 
pleafing Perturbations which ExpeCtation fir'd 
my longing Soul with—~Unable to contain 
the {welling Hope, yet not daring to divulge 
it, I could neither be ealy in Company nor 
alone——I thought every Moment an Age, 
and when towards Evening I went to the 
Palace of Auguftus, I ran like one indeed 
tranfported from one Apartment to another, 
without being able to give any Reafon why 
I came in or out.—The Emperor happen’d to 
take Phyfick by way of Precaution that Day, 
as was his Cuftom once or twice every 
Spring ; this News added to the Pleafuret 
before was full of, becaufe it would occafion 
his going to bed more early than ordinary, 
and confequently bring me fooner to the dear 
Alcove than I had hoped. 

I was in the Chamber of Terentia, her 
Wit and Good-humour having engaged me 
longer with her than I had been able to flay 
in any other Place, when Prince Mavceélis 
and Meceuas came in, it not being yet the 
Hour to attend the Emperor to his Bed- 
Chamber, as was the Place of both of them 
to do: the former propos’d Play, and Afece- 
nas agreeing to it, I ftay’d fome time looking 
on them, fearing that to have gone fuddenly 
out, this noble Husband might have had the 
fame Sufpicions of me as the jealous Craffus 
had infufed into many others.—A convenient 
{pace of time being allow’d for that Decorum, 
I took my leave, and was juft going out of 
the Apartment, when a Page of Terentia’s 
came to me, and told me his Miftrefs defir’d 
E 2 to 


r% 


POPOL OPPUOCCEPUFORO CLUE 


PP Pi 





Lae 


Se Oe 


— 












ee ~ 


PaO eo: 


~~ 


— 


OO @ 


te cnn in 







Scipreiee ne arvinctresper si aes 


oe OL L ahd ornele 


fn ee 


AAAS 






i 








cua i 


ORM BAD MDA MBL LL LPL ODD 


( 28 ) 


to {peak with me in a neighbouring Room 
There was no poffibility of evading this 
Command, and I obey’d. As foon as I en- 
ter'd, Terentia told me fhe wanted to confult 
my Fancy about making an Entertainment on 
the Emperor’s Birth-Day, which was then 
near athand. This was but a flight Bufi- 
nefs, which, had I been Mafter of my 
Thoughts, I could eafily have difpatched in a 
quarter of an hour; but my Soul was fo 
wholly taken up another way, that I had 
{carce the power of anfwering what fhe faid 
to me, and made her repeat the fame thing 
feveral times over, before I made any reply. 
-—She perceiv'd the Diforder I was in, and 
{miling, told me, that the believ’d I had been 
that Day drinking the Health of fome very 
Favourite-Miftreis. ‘This Reprimand ferv'd 
to bring me a little to myfelf, and recolleét- 
ing my Spirits as well as I was able, You 
know Madan, /faid J, that Bacchus is not the 
Deity I adore—I own I am a little diforder’d 
at the prefent, and if you permit me not to 
have this Night to myfelf, co contrive the 
manner of your Mafque, I am afraid it will 
be but meanly prepared, ‘Terentia is you 
know, Hortenfius, one of the moft witty Wo- 
men of the Age, and, unhappily fot me, fhe 
happen’d to be that Night in a Humour 
more than ordinarily gay and pleafant, and 
perhaps fufpeCting what had put me in a 
Humour fo different from my accuftom’d 
Gallantry of Behaviopr, fhe put feveral fub- 
tile queftions to me, and railly’d me in fo 
handiome a manner, that it was above two 
Hours before I could get away. My long 
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itay did not only make me extremely uneafy 
at the Fears’of miffing my appointed time 
with Fulia, but alfo did me the utmoft pre- 
judice another way, and was indeed the 
Caufe of my Banifhment, as you fhall imme- 
diately perccive. 

I have already told you, that I tarry’d fome 
time in the Room with Prince Marcellus and 
Mecenas; among others whom I left looking 
on them as they were at play, was Craffus: 
his Jealoufy of me and Terentia was yet un- 
curd, Domitius AEnobardus having inter- 
rupted us when I was about clearing that 
Matter to him ; and fince that time I had ei- 
ther been abfent from Rome, or otherwite 
engaged, fo that the Matter ftood juft as it 
did in his Opinion—He had taken notice that 
one of Terentia’s Pages had flopp’d me as I 
was going out, and faw I went towards a 
Room where he had obferv’d Terentia enter’d 
a little before. He watch’d my Departure, 
and finding I had been fhut up two Hours 
with the Woman he ador’d, made him ready 
to burft with inward Spleen: but concealing 
his Difguft from the Prince, Mecenas and the 
other Company, he ftole foftly after me, 
without my perceiving that any body was 
behind me, will going through a narrow Paf- 
fage which joins to a Bagnio belonging to 
Mecenas, and which from his Apartment was 
the neareft way to the Place appointed me 
by Fulia, he cry’d out to me in this manner, 
Hold, Ovid, faid he, and at the fame time 
drawing his Sword, the Goods Fortune has 
favour’d thee with, are well worth paying for 
with thy beft Blcod.—If I had not known the 
Ti Accent 
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( 30 ) 
Accent of his Voice, the Lamps, which you 
know hang very thick in every Corner of the 
Palaceof Augu(tus, would have informed me 
as foon as I turn’d about, that it was Craffus 
who accofted me in this manner.—I guefs'd 
at the Miftake which had fo far enraged him, 
but he gave me not time to undeceive him, if 
I had known how to have done it, without 
being guilty of a Crime to Fulia—but I had 
not fo much as the liberty of {peaking a 
word——fo much had Jealoufy tranfported 
him, that he forgot what was owing to his 
Honour, and made two feveral Pafles at me 
before I could draw my Sword ; but when I 
had, I endeavour’d to make the beft Return 
T could to his Attacks——Prince Marcellus, who 
happend to quit the Apartment of Mecenas 
foon after Craffus had left it, heard the Clafh 
of Swords, and came up tous juft as we be- 
gan to grow equally furious: He parted us, 
and very obligingly faid to us, that he was 
furprized to find two fuch worthy Perfons 
fhould have any Caufe of Quarrel. At the 
dame time a Slave belonging to Fulia, who 
by her Order was waiting at the Place of 
Affignation, hearing alfo the Noile of fight~ 
ing, ran to acquaint her with it—She doubt- 
ed not but fome one had got a hint of the 
Favour fhe defigned me, and that there was 
a Snare laid for my Life ; on which, with- 
out ftaying for further Confideration, fhe 
flew quite out of breath to the Place where 
the Slave told her the Clafh of Swords had 
proceeded, and where fhe now found us ar- 
guing with Marcellus——the Fright had de- 
prived her of all that Caution with whieh 
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fhe had been accuftom’d to behave to me 
before Company, and at her firft Approach 
let fall fome words, which difcover’d the 
Secret of our intended Meeting, and 
which, join’d to the unfeafonable Hour for 
vifiting Ladies of her Quality, prefent- 
ly gave the Nephew of <Auguftus a fufpi- 
cion, which, till that time, had never enter’d 
his Breaft-——He is a Prince of the fweeteft 
Difpofition and moft generous Temper in 
the world ; but the Hope he had of mar- 
rying Julia, overcame his Good-Nature: he 
left us to finifh our Difpute as we thought 
fit, and went immediately to the Emperor, 
where he complain’d to him of his Daugh- 
ter's Conduét, and related the whole Story.— 
Gulia too late perceiv’d the Error which this 
Accident had made her guilty of ; and Craffus, 
now convinced of his Miftake, appear’d truly 
forry for the Difturbance he had caus’d, 
and the prejudice it might probably do me—- 
we immediately found the ill Effects of it ; 
Coruelius Martius came with a Command from 
Cafar, that every one fhould retire to their 
own Apartment. I was no fooner in mine, 
than I found a ftrong Guard placed at my 


Door, and from that moment faw I was un- 


done, both in my Hope of Fulia, and the 
Favour of the Emperor. 

During the time of my Confinement, the 
generous Terentia ufed all poffible means to 
appeafe the Rage of Auguflus; but it was 
not. only the Concern he had for his Daugh- 
ters Honour, but fome falfe Reports which 
Craffus in his jealous Rage had rais’d of me 
and that Lady, whom all his Royalty could 
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not hinder him from loving ; which had fo 
far incens’d, and render’d him rather more 
implacable at her Sollicitations—ulia was 
fent in a few days to Zufculum, where fhe 
was fo ftri@ly watch’d, that fhe had not the . 
leaft opportunity of writing to me—for my 
part, | was deny’d the Ufe of Pen and Paper, 
and ina {mall time after the Departure of the 
Princels, receiv'd the Order of my Banifh- 
ment. Crajjus, who now imagin’d that a 
Man who had the honour of being admitted 
to pay a Mid-night Vifit to the Princefs Fu- 
fia, could have no other Intrigue upon his 
hands; and fully convinced of the injury he 
had done me, came to fee me the Day before 
I left Rome: he acquainted me with fome 
Paflages which I could no otherwife have 
known, and acknowledged the Error to 
which jealous Rage had tranfported him, in 
{uch tender and moving Expreffions, as diffi- 
pated all the Anger I had conceiv‘d againft 
him ; tho, all things confider’d, his Repen- 
tance does not give Julia back to my Arms, 
nor reftore me to that Honour I formerly 
enjoy d in the greateft Court in the World— 
Eleffings like thofe, like Opportunities, once 
loft, are never to be retriev’d. 


While Ovid was thus rehearfing the whole 
Secret of his Intrigue with Julia, and re- 
ceiving the Condolements of his Friend on 
the Occafion, that Lady of Thalaffie, who had 
declard herfelf fo much charm’d with his 
Character and Writings, found the words of 
her fair Companion prove true—Funia, the 
young and beautiful Daughter of Lepidus, 
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it waS who happen’d to be the Viétim to 
his power of pleafing in a too dangerous 
manner; the Gaiety of Rofaliza *{caped his 
Force, and while fhe acknowledged his 
Worth, fhe preferv'd herfelf from feeling it 
too fenfibly—Oh cruel Friend, faid the Soul- 
enfuar'd Junia, you have difcover’d the Dif- 
eafe I labour under, and which I fhould 
have been happy to have been ignorant of 
myfelf—I confets, continu’d fhe, with a Sigh 
the moft paffionately' tender that ever was, that 
the Perfon of Ovid has out-rival’d his Works 
-—the efteem I paid the one, is loft in my 
adoration of the other—there is fomething in 
his Air, his Mien, fo enchanting, fo be- 
witching, that had I not entertain’d the 
leaft kind Thought of him before, I doubt 
not but I had been charm’d with Hea- 
vens! what an impreffion has one Sight 
made on me !—————how am I loft and fwa!- 
low’d up in Paffion! 
diately left the Place, I do not believe that I 
should have had government enough over 
myfelf, to have conceal’d the Alteration of 
my Soul— Oh! how feverely does the 
God of Love punith the Contempt I formerly 
have exprefs'd of his Power! I do not fee, 
anfwer'd Rofalina with a Smile, that he is fo 
revengeful as you make him: Ovid never hes 
had the Reputation, of Infenfibility, and I 
am ftrangely deceivd indeed, if one fo young 
and beautiful as you are, fhould have the 
misfortune to find him fo. How! Rofalina, 
vefum’ d the other, you cannot fure believe me 
fallen fo low, as to confent he fhould be 
made acquainted with my Paffion —all 
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( 34) 
Men defpife a proffer’d Joy ; and that which, 
bought with a long Affiduity and Services, 
they would efteem their greateft Bleffing, if 
too cheaply purchas’d, they contemn, or at 
the beft but pity-——befides, Ovid is account- 
ed fo naturally inconftant, that even the 
Charms of Venus could not make him other- 
wife: and put the cafe, that the little Beauty 
I am Miftrefs of, might make a flight Im- 
preffion on his Heart, Tifennus has juft now 
made me acquainted with the Caufe of his 
Banifhment ; and that there is no doubt but 

‘ Terentia will make up the Affair, and he will 
foon be recall’d——How unhappy then, how 
wretched am I, in every Circumitance of my 
fond Paffion! 

In this manner did thefe two beautiful La- 
dies pafs their time together, the one be- 
wailing her Misfortune, and the other vainly 
endeavouring to give her Confolation ; but 
it being near the time in which Fania had 
been accuftom’d to celebrate the Birth-Day 
of her Father, fhe gave a fmall refpite to 
her Sorrows, for the Performance of thofe 
annual Rites which fhe had never omitted to 
pay, fince her coming into the Ifland of Tha- 
laffie. It had come this Year into her mind 
to give an Entertainment after the Feaft, of 
Vocal and Inftrumental Mufick, upon @ 
Lake which was one of the greateft Rarities 
in the Place. Rofalina had taken upon her 
to affift her in this Defign ; fhe had feveral 
Acquaintance in Mytilene, the Capital City of 
Lesbos, by whofe means fhe procur’d the beft 
Muficians, to be fent from thence: they 


happen’d to come the very day that Ovid had 
landed 
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fanded there. ‘funia, now mingling the 
Fondnefs of a Lover with the Piety of a 
Daughter, made ufe of this Opportunity to 
ferenade Ovid ; and as he was the main Ob- 
jet of her Thoughts, order’d them to fuit 
their Songs and Mufick wholly to pleafe a 
Lover in a hopelefs and defpairing State: ‘To 
furprize him the more, and give a Turn to 
the Whim, which none but Rofaliza and her- 
felf fhould be privy to; fhe gave them a 
ftrict charge to fay to every one who fhould 
ask them any Queftions, that it was by 
Qvid’s Command they exercifed their Art, 
and that the Songs were of his compofing. 
The Day being arriv’d, a magnificent Col- 
lation was prepar’d; to which, being in- 
vited, came Lentulus, Hortenfius, Tifiennus, Ovid, 
Addiamante, and a great number of the Prime 
of the Inhabitants of the INand.—After Din- 
ner, Rofalina, as by chance, propofed taking 
a walk upon the Shore; but it was no {mall 
furprize to the whole Company to hear, as 
{oon as they came near the Lake, their Ears 
faluted with the moft delicate Concert that 
ever graced the Nuptials of a Prince 
every one ftood looking on one another, 
hoping to know of his Companion what he 
was as ignorant of as himfelf-——Ovid was 
the firft that fpoke; I find, faid he, that ail 
this Company either are, or affect to appear 
ignorant of this Adventure; but I fancy that 
I have been able to difcover greater things 
than any of you, and it is to the privacy with 
which it is kept, that I am indebted alone 
for finding it out~——TI believe you will ail 
an time be convinced, that Hortenfivs, repent- 
isla ing 
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ing of his Indifference to the Fair-Sex, and 
willing to make what reparation he can for 
that Crime, has devoted this agreeable En- 
tertainment to fome beautiful Lady of this 
Ifland, to the end that Thalaffie may not have 
that Opinion of his Infenfibility, which has coft 
him but too dear at Rome. ‘This undeferv’d 
Compliment, reply’d Hortenfius gravely, does 
not in the leaft excite my Vanity——-—you 
fhould touch me in fome more proper Point, 
if you would adorn me like A:/op’s Crow ; 
for I do not, not only never make any Enter- 
tainments for Ladies, but alfo defire notto 
be thought to have any Propenfity to Gal- 
Jantries of that kind. "That is carrying your 
Iil-Nature a little too far, methinks, faid Ju- 
nia; for tho’ I do not think it ftrange, that 
there are fome People incapable of loving, 
for that Planet which influences Love, 
doubtlefs has its Oppofite, and the Heavens 
are wide enough to contain different Paf- 
fions; yet generous Entertainments, fuch as 
this, being only the Effects of Complaifance, 
and done without any farther defign than to 
divert and oblige, might as well agree with 
the Charadter of a polite Perfon, as a Lover. 
The Entertainments one makes for a parti- 
cular Friend, anfwer'd Hortenfius, ora Per- 
{on to whom one has obligations, may indeed 
agree with the Character of Indifterence ; 
but what is done in this manner, when con- 
trivd for the Amufement of a Lady, implies 
a Defign of pleafing her, which I pretend 
not to do, and fhould be very much troubled 
if I were capable of attempting I ute 
them with all the Civilities an honeft Man 
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is obliged to do ; and if any of them fhould 
fall into a Misfortune in which my Affiftance 
was neceflary, I would as readily grant it, 
as the moft paffionate Lover: but this is only 
from a Principle of natural ‘endernefs, 
which allows me to know no difference of 
Sexes, and which I fhould fhow as foon to 
the moft difagreeable Man, as to the moft 
beautiful Woman. Ithought, till now, faid 
Junia, that the Indifference Hortenmus has 
profefs’d to our Sex, had really {prung from 
a Coldnefs in his Nature; but am this mo- 
ment convinced of the contrary, and that 
this violent Contempt can proceed from no- 
thing but Revenge for fome ill Treatment 
he has formerly met with among us. 
~ I will not at prefent, faid Lentulus, tell 
you what my Sentiments are of the Infenfi- 
bility of Hortenfius, but will deliver him 
from the Perfecution of receiving thanks 
which indeed he is far from meriting ; for I 
can aflure you, the gallant Author of this 
Evening’s Entertainment, is no other than 
Ovid, whofe Modefty would give the Praife 
to another, of what himfelf is only capable 
of deferving-————I was told this, added he, 
a little while ago by one of the Muficians, 
and that alfo all the Songs are of his own 
compofing, on purpofe to oblige the Ladies 
of Thalaffie. 

This News was a wonderful furprize to 
every body, they could not imagine how in 


fo fhort a time he could get together fo great. 


a number of good Hands and excellent Voi- 
ces: they knew he brought none with him, 
and that he had no other Attendants when 
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he landed, than an Efquire and two Slaves, 
and that at his firft Appearance among 
them, he feem’d in a Humour little difpos’d 
for fuch Gallantries ——He had not been a- 
bove two days in the place before his two 
Friends met him, and fince that time he had 
never been out of the Company of Hortenfins, 
Thefe three laft Arguments himfelf made ufe 
of to undeceive thofe who gave credit to 
what Lentulus had faid; but that worthy 
Roman perfifting in his Affeveration, all he 
could fay was of no effect, and he muft per 
force receive the Retributions of the whole 
Aflembly. Never was any Man more cha- 
grin’d at not having juftice done him for a 
great or gallant Action, than Ovid was at 
Acknowledgments which he knew were not 
his Due: He blamed Leurulus exceedingly for 
drawing them upon him, and defir’d him to 
put a period to a piece of Raillery, which 
was not only irkfome to him who was the 
Subject of it, but was alfo in itfelf infipid. 
His Complaints and Intreaties were alike 
fruitlefs, his Sincerity was look’d on but as 
Medefty; and fay what he would, he was 
ftill look’d on as the Author and Manager of 
the Concert He would very fain have 
gone to have learn’d the Truth of the Mufi- 
cians; but the Company would not permit 
him, faying he only defign’d to forbid them 
revealing it, and he was obliged to fit down 
contented among the reft of the Aflembly, to 
liften to the remaining part of the Mufick, 
which was indeed fuch as, had he really 
been the Founder of, he might have been 
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roud to own; and, ‘tis probable, had been 
fr from. denying. 

Not being willing, however, to retain an 
Honour, which he was confcious he had not 
juftly acquir’d, he rofe very early the next 
Morning to find the Muficians, not having 
been permitted to {peak to them the Night 
before, not doubting but he fhould oblige 
them to. unravel the whole Defign; but 
they were every one of them departed. Fu- 
nia being extremely pleas’d that her innocent 
Frolick had fucceeded fo well, and that fhe 
might for fome time divert herfelf with this 
Deceit, had taken care to fend them away 
before break of day, in a little Veflel which 
lay ina Creek, ready to fet fail for Byzan- 
tium. 

Not to be able to make any difcovery of 
the Meaning of this Atfair, gave Ovid more 
pain than can be imagin’d a Man of his Wit 
and Humour could feel on fo trifling an Oc- 
cafion ; but when the Cup is full, the fmalleft 
Drop will make it run over. Before difcon- 
tented at the ill Succefs of his Affairs, he 
began to fall into a melancholy Reflection, 
that Fortune was now fo entirely fet againft 
him, that even the moft frivolous things con- 
tributed to render him uneafy. Full of thofe 
Diftempers which in our later days are 
known by the Names of the Spleen and Va- 
pours, he had no inclination to return to 
Hlortenfius in that Humour; but feeing a 
Wood which in the Profpeét appear’d plea- 
fant, he drew nearer toit, and finding there 
were many Walks which ran crofs it, he 
went in, defigning to indulge Cogitations 
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which he knew would be little pleafing to 
impart. But as much as he accus’d Fortuné 
of Cruelty, he was too much her Favourite 
for her to fuffer him to continue long in that 
defolate Condition: he had not wander’d 
above a quarter of an hour before he faw 
Rofalina at a little diftance, croffing toward 
a Labyrinth of Cypre/s Trees, which fome 
Exiles had formerly planted there. ‘The fight 
of this beautiful Lady immediately diffipated 
his Chagrin; and tho’ he had a real Paffion 
for the Princefs Fulia, yet as he was abfent, 
he thought he fhould not injure the Faith he 
had vow'd to her at Rome, by a Love-Intrigue 
at Thalaffie. He follow’d at fuch a diftance, 
as not to be feen by her, the Steps of his 
fair Conduétrefs : the Labyrinth fhe went 
into, had been intended for a Walk, the 
Paths were agreeably cut, but, for want of 
Care and trimming up the Borders, hard to 
be traced out: Neverthelefs, Ovid made a 
fhift to get into a Place furrounded with 
green Banks, which fhow’d it was the Cen- 
ter of the Labyrinth he there found a 
Guittar and a Table-Book, in which were 


fet to Mufick the following Verfes: 





Let gentle Sighs difcover 

To my Heart-ravifh’d Lover 
All my Care, and all my Anguifh ; 

Chufe the foftef? ambient Gale, 

Waft the tender amorous Tale ; 
Tell him tis Sor him I languifh, 
Thoufands of you idly flow, 
One on this pleafing Meffage go, 
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And on your Wings my Soul convey : 
Reftlefs Days and fleeplefs Nights, 
Anxious Hopes, and vain Delights, 

Each troubled Motion now betray, 


And bid him hafie and come away. 


Ovid had no fooner read this, than he 
flatter’d himfelf with the belief, that his un- 
known Miftrefs had entertain’d herfelf with 
her fecret Paffion for him in that Place; and 
thought the manner in which fhe exprefs’d 
herfelf fo tender and gallant, that he under- 
wrote an Anfwer to it, in thefe Lines : 


Welcome Sigh! I have thee here, 
Kindeft Breeze of puvreft Air ! 
Thy pleafing Influence now I feel ; 
New Defires thou doft impart 
Thro each Fibre of my Heart, 
And Foys unknown around me fteal. 
Now thy foftning Task is done, 
To thy Miftrefs ftrait be gone, 
Tell her that * * * * is her Slave, 


Aid haftes to pay the Blifs fhe gave. 


He left a Blank in the laft Line but one, ° 


for the Letters of his Name, as well to avoid 
being guilty of an Indifcretion in confeffing 
the Vanity he was guilty of, in imagining 
the Verfes to be addrefs’d to him, as to 
oblige the Lady to difcover firft. When he 
jad finifh’d, he fhut up the Book, and retir’d 
behind a Tree, and foon after faw Rofalina 
come to the Bank fhe took up the Guit- 
tar, on which fhe play’d incomparably well ; 
in that Employment cafting her Eyes on the 

Ground, 
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( 42 ) 
Ground, fhe faw the Table-Book, which 
prefently taking up, fhe run over thofe Lines 
which were written between the Notes ; 
but holding it carelefly with one Hand, the 
Wind turn’d over the Leaves, which ftop- 
ping at that where Ovid had been writing, 
the Difference of the Chara€ter made her 
obferve it more heedfully than the feem'd to 
have done the other, and read it over feveral 
times, fll making a full ftop at that Place 
where he had left a Blank for his Name 
He eafily perceiv’d fhe was puzzled how to 
fill it up; but all ona fudden hfting up her 
Eyes toward Heaven, and clapping her 
Hands:together, fhe ran with the Book thus 
grafp'd between them toward the Entrance 
of the Labyrinth. This was enough to 
fix Ovid in the Conjeéture he before had 
form’d, that it was fhe who was in reality 
the Perfon who was fo much concern’d for 
him: and in this almoft affured Hope, deter- 
min’d to make her the Goddefs of his amo- 
rous Devotions, during his time of Banifh- 
ment He would not however attempt to 
overtake her in her Flight, tho’ he might 
eafily enough have done it, knowing by Ex- 
perience, that the Bafhtulnefs of a Virgin 
requires fome humouring: He wouid not 
therefore proceed too far at firft, nor ftirr’d 
from his Concealment, till he was certain fhe 
was quite out of fight; and then, tranf- 
ported with this fortunate beginning of ‘an 
Intrigue which promisd him fo much Felicity, 
chearfully return’d to the Houfe of Horten- 
fius, where he found Lentulus, who, becaufe 
he would not mifs feeing Ovid, had ‘invited 
him- 
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himfelf to Dinner that Day——The firft 
Converfation they had was on the Concert 
of Mufick ; Ovid blamed Lentulus ior making 
him the Subject of his Raillery before Peo- 
ple who did not know him: but the other 
maintain’d the Truth of what he had al- 
ledg’d the Night before; afluring him he 
had it from the Mouths of the Muficians 
themfelves. —Nothing could exceed the 
furprize that Ovid was in, to be told that in 
reality they had faid fo; but protefted that 
he knew nothing of it, nor had any way the 
leaft hand, either in the Undertaking or Ma- 
nagement, with fo many Affeverations, that 
Leutulus at laft believ’'d him, but immediate- 
iy grew fo difcontented, that both Ovid and 
Hortenfius were aftonifh’d to fee in a_mo- 
ment’s time fo vaft an Alteration in his Coun- 
tenance and Behaviour: the former of them 
demanding the Reafon, Oh Gods! cry’d_ he, 
fighing, 1 am betray’>d———long have I flat- 
terd myfelf with the Hope of a Felicity, 
which I find is now far from me. Stull 
had I been deceiv'd ftill had I been 
blefs’d, but for this curs’d Entertainment of 
Mufick, which, fince you are ignorant of, 
has unravel’d a Secret more cruel to me 
than Death itfelf could be. 

Hortenfius and Ovid look’d on each other 
with amazement, not being able to compre- 
hend what there could be of fatal Confe- 
quence in a thing which had fo much the 
Appearance of a very Trifle; yet longing 
for the Explanation of the Riddle, both o- 

en’d their mouths at once, to defire him to 
relate the Whole of the Affair. Alas! 
. G 2 faid 
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(45 ) 
cond Rebellion was too foon on the back of 
the other, for them to have gather'd much 
Strength——The Troops which the Emperor 
had entrufted to my Care, were chofen Vete- 
vans; yet, notwithftanding all this, the Stub- 
bornnefs of that Nation gave me more trou- 
ble than I expected they {pun out for 
two Years a War which I imagin‘d would 
have been ended in one Campaign. The 
Refiftance they made, highly provok’d me, 
and occafion’d me to do fome Acts of Cru- 
elty, contrary to my Nature T fent 
the principal Inhabitants of fome of their 
Cities into the Iflands of the frozen Sea ; 
and being once in great danger of my Life 
in a Battel, wherein the Romaus had like to 
haye been worfted, I chofe among the Pri- 
foriers fome of the moft noble and beft fhaped, 
and gave them to the Officer who has: the 
Charge of the G/adiatrs, defigning them as 
a Prefent for the Emperor, the firft Oppor- 
tunity I had of fending an Exprefs. 
This was look’d on as the moft barbarous 
Ation I could do by the Geres; they were in 
the utmoft Rage at it, anda few Nights af- 
ter, the Cextuvions who were pofted near my 
Tent, furpriz’d a young Man well arm’d, 
attempting to get into my Apartment-—— 
they brought him to me, being not yet in 
Bed; I was equally furpriz’d with his Per- 
fon as with his coming——~he feem’d not te 
exceed fixteen Years of age; his Stature was 
of the middle fize, but there was fomething 
fo noble, and fo {weet in all his Looks and 
Motions, that it took from me all the Se- 
verity lendeayour’d to aflume: I could nov 
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confider him asa Ruffian, nor as a Spy, 
tho’ the time of night, and manner of his 
coming into the Camp of an Enemy, plainly 
demonttrated him to be no Friend. I de- 
manded of him very calmly what had brought 
him there ? My Revenge, aufwer'd he 
fiercely, I came to kill you——and the only 
thing which makes my own Death irkfome, 
is, that the injurious Lentulus lives to infli& it 
on me; from any other I could have: borne 
it with moderation. 
Alas! my Friend, faid J, what injury can 
I have done you, to provoke you to fo vain 
and defperate an Attempt ?——The greateft 
in the world, refum’d he, 1 am defcended. of 
thofe who ought to be held in fome confide- 
ration among the Romans I loft my Fa- 
ther and Mother at an early age, and knew 
no other Parent but a darling Brother, 
whom you, moft barbarous of Mankind! 
have deprived me of, to fend him among the 
Gladiators, who are to uphold the Tyrant 
of Rome in his Voluptuoufnefs and cruel Di- 
verfion.—-——Notwithftanding the Charms of 
his Perfon, and that illuftrious Blood which 
fwells his Veins, the firft Entertainment the 
inhuman Emperor makes for the adulterous 
Livia, may perhaps coft my dear Brother his 
Life. O Gods! continued this enraged Youth, 
is it poffible thar I can look at thee—{peak to 
thee, after fuch a monftrous AGtion?—— 
1 too become a Partner in thy Crime, while 
{ ftand here and aim not, as far as my weak 
Arm will give me power, to revenge the 
wrong you have done Herrenins.——In faying 
this, he drew a Dagger, which he had wore 
cons 
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ceal’d under his Coat, and with all his force 
attempted to throw himfelf upon me—— 
This Action of his caus’d immediately twen- 
ty Javelins to be pointed at his Brealt, and 
he muft in a moment have receiv’d the Re- 
ward of fuch a Rafhnefs, had I not inter- 
pofed between him and them.—I pretended 
that I would get fomething more out of him, 
for the better Security of my Perfon, and 
order’d he fhould be carefully guarded in an 
adjacent Room.——The excufe I made for 
faving him, had indeed fome appearance of 
Reafon in it; he might have had Accom- 
plices {catter’d up and down in the Camp, 
which it was neceflary to difcover—but it 
was not any Motive of this kind which in- 
duced me to fave him; fome fecret Inftinct, 
which I knew not how to account for, 
would not fuffer me to hurt him——I think 
that I never knew a more fenfible Alarm, 
than when I faw him attack’d by my Sol- 
diers; and had my Command not been fufit- 
cient to have preferv’d him, I believe I 
fhould have expos’d my own Breaft to thofe 
Javelins which were turn’d on his.—When } 
was alone, and began to refleét on thefe 
fudden Motions and Affections fo much out 
of feafon, I accus’d myfelf of Weaknefs, and 
open’d my mouth a hundred times, to give 
orders that they fhould bear to death the. 
Obje& of this unaccountable Tendernefs, but 
could never bring myfelf to pronounce that 
Sentence; fome Demon, as I then thought, 
the Enemy of my Glory and my Peace, de- 
priv’d me of the power of fpeaking, and on- 


iy fafier'd me to command the Criminal to 
be 
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( 48 ) 
be brought before me again. I Yeally ine 
tended to ask’d him fome farther Queftions 
concerning the Confpiracy which I imagin’d 
was form’d againft me; but when I faw 
him, the terror I was in, that he would an- 
fwer in {uch a manner as fhould oblige me 
to condemn him, ftopp’d the utterance of 
my words, and I demanded nothing of him 5 
and, counterfeiting a Generofity which I 
could not avoid, I told the Officers about 
me, that as it was only a violent Grief for 
the lofs of an only Brother, which had tranf- 
ported him to fo rafh an AG@tion, I could not 
find in my heart to punifh him as, otherwife, 
the Crime deferv’d.—I added alfo, that if 
the Attempt had been on any of their Lives, 
I would have profecuted him with the ut- 
moft Severity 3 but as it concern’d only my 
own Perfon, I would willingly pafs it by, 
to try all Ways of overcoming that Nation— 
and then, perceiving the Confternation my 
words had thrown them in, Mildnefs, aid f, 
perhaps may do more, with them than Se- 
verity: I will therefore not. only. give this 
young Man his Life, but reftore his Brother 
alfo, and, fending them, both back to their 
Countrymen, oblige them to declare that the 
Romanus act with rigour only when opposd ; 
and, when Conquerors, treat their Captives 
as their Friends, 

This Refolution was approv’d of but by a 
few, and thofe who endeavour’d to perfuade 
me from it, were without doubt the wifett ; 
but I foon put a ftop to any thing which 
might be alledg’d againft what I had faid, by 
letting them know I demanded aot their Ad- 
Vice 5 
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vice, but ohly aequainted them with what 
was the fix’d Determination of my own Soul. 
The Prifoner came to me at a fign I made 
for him to do fo, and I counfel’d him never 
to make ufe of any indirect Means to re- 
venge himfelf on his Enemies; and, after a 
long Difcourfe to that purpofe, told him 1 
gave him his Brother’s and his own Life-—— 
The Youth feem’d tranfported at fo unex- 
pected a Clemency he threw himfelf at 
my feet, and burfting into Tears of Joy and 
Gratitude, Ah, Lewtulus! cry’d he, thou art 
truly worthy the Name of Roman, and by 
this Action will fubdue more than by the 
Force of Cafar’s Army.——=My Brother will, 
I know, gladly employ that Life and Ho- 
nour you have preferv’d, in your Service—— 
As for me, I can offer up no more than my 
cood Wifhées for the Augmentation of your 
Glory—my Arms, alas! are little skil’d in 
the Ufe of Weapons—-Rage only can give 
the Courage; and becaufe I think to difiem- 
ble any thing to one who has fo much obliged 
me, would bé an Ineratitudé which would 
render me unworthy of your Favours, will 
make no feruplé to confefs I am a Woman, 
and not only fo, but a Roman alfo ; and in 
preferving me, and my dear Brother, you 
have préferv’d the laft furviving Branches of 
one of the nobleft Families of that Miftrefs of 
the World. 

I leave you to judge, continued Lentulus; 
how fuch a Declaration muft aftonifh me— 
I was no longer at a lofs, indeed, for the 
Reafon of that fecret Emotion which had 
hinder’d me from taking the Life of this fup- 
Ti. pesd 
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pos’d young Man; but it threw me into Co- 
gitations on the prodigious Force of Nature, 
which for a while depriv’d me of the power 
of fpeaking~—at laft recolleGing myfelf, 
the firft thing I-did, was to raife the beautiful 
Traveftie from the Ground, and to ask her 
pardon for the ill Ufage the had met with, 
both from myfelf and my Men; but the 
Confufion with which I did all this, more 
plainly difcover’d to her the Secret of my 
Soul, than the moft ftudied Eloquence would 
have done.—~——She prefently perceiv'd it, 
and, if a Woman may be believ’d, cry’d he, 
with a deep Sigh, Gratitude had the fame ef- 
fect on her, as her Beauty had on me. She 
told me fhe was calid Herenvia, and that 
fhe was defcended from that famous Herexz- 
nius, who follow’d Sertorius into Spain, from 
the ‘Tyranny and arbitrary Power of Syla— 
Her Father was a Son of that illuftrious. ba- 
nifh’d Man, who travelling through the 
World after his Father’s Death, at laft fet- 
tled himfelf among the Geres, and by a bean- 
tiful Woman whom he married there, had 
Hlerennius and Herennia——they were Twins, 
and being left Orphans very young, were 
educated by a Servant of their Grandtather’s, 
who had attended him, after the Death of 
Sertorius, into the Iflands of the Baleares, 
where to the Learning he before was matter 
of, he acquir’d the Spanifb and Latin'Tongues, 
in which he afterwards inftructed thefe 
young Pupils.—-—In fine, there was no part 
of Education befitting Perfons of Quality, 
that he did not inftruct them in ; and both of 
them had Capacities fo fuprizing, that they 
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made an Improvement in the Sciences, not 
to be expected from their Years. 

Herennia gave me this account with fo 
good a Grace, and becoming Modelty, that 
if I was before charm’d with her Beauty, I 
was now infinitely more fo with the Won- 
ders of her Wit: She exprefs’d in the little 
Narrative fhé made me, fo earneft a Defire 
to fee the Country of her Anceftors, that I 
gave her my folemn Promife to conduct her 
there on the conclufion of the War, which 1 
now hoped more than ever would be foon. 
From that moment I gave orders to 
have her treated as a Roman ot Noble De- 
{cent, and as one whofe Parents Fortune had 
unjuitly driven from their native Country ~— 
I reftor’d her thofe Lands which belong’d to 
her among the Getes, they luckily being in 
my pofleflion, diftinguifh'd from my other 
Conquefts ; and fet a Guard to watch them, 
as if they had originally been the Patrimony 
of the Romans. Young Herewius, who had 
been releas’d at my Command, by the Ma- 
nager of the Gladiators, I provided for, by 
giving him a confiderable Poft in the Army : 
but, of a Difpofition far unlike his Sifter, he 
kept it not long; for, without communica- 
ting his Defign to any one, he ftole from the 
Camp, and we never heard any tidings of 
him fince. 

The Generofity however with which Ihad 
treated him and his Sifter, begot fomething 
more in her than bare Good-will towards 
me; and as fhe was perfectly fincere, and all 
her Inclinations pure, fhe made no {cruple 
to confefs to me the tendereft Emotions of 

H 2 her 





Oe 


OOD 


<= 


a 



























re See eer 


> ee 


oa 


Cs A A ALo MMM dd ll pl de de 


NS 





ie ant etree Nth 


—- 





AS 


m 





2 





cua YF 


(52. )) 
her Mind.——She lodg’d in a Hoiife not far 
from the Camp, where I conftantly vifited 
her, as frequently as Affairs would permit. 
One day, when I was with her, there being 
a talk that we fhould fhortly come toa pitch’d 
Battel with the Getes, who then lay in fight 
of us ; expreffing a more than ordinary Con- 
cern in her Voice and Countenance, At firft, 
faid fhe, 1 only offer’d you my good Withes 
in return for the Brekinadan of my Life ; 
but I now find my Inclination will not permit 
me to continue in thofe Bounds ; and I can- 
not help interefting myfelf in all that con- 
cerns you, in fuch a manner as bare Friend- 
fhip is not wont to do,.—I owe you, indeed, 
a great deal; and fhould I only confider the 
Obligations I have to you, I find they de- 
mand. my utmoft A cknowledgments and ever- 
lafting Prayers, for the contuuance of, your 
Life ; and Glo1 ry-~yet that is all the Recoms 
pence you can ey spect from me——why do J 
then make myfelf wretched a tthe thoughts 
of the Dangers you are going to plunge into ° 
Why can I not content my felt with being 
staccial, without bein: ig unea fy alfo? 

Ha! beautiful Herennia! laid I, (beg you 
will never remember aly Obligations you 
have to me, but think I only did what was 
my Duty to do, and what commoa Honour 
and Jul {tice € Wou! Id ha Ve oblig ed a a a Roman Ge- 
neral to. have done to any» one——but’ I 
would have you always remember, that Lew- 
dores you—-—that_ the terrible Figure 
yank at firft appear ‘d in; all panting for his 
300d, and arm’d againft his ‘Lita; could not 
deiend his Heart from loving you——and 
that 
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that a Paffion for you is rooted in his Soul, 
which never can be erafed but by Death-—— 
What you defire me to forget, faid Herennia, 
interrupting me, fhould perhaps with much 
more reafon employ my Mind, than that 
which you would have me remember 

You have in reality fav’d me from that 
Death to which my Unadvifednefs expos’d 
me—-~-—reftoring my Brother to his Liberty, 
and after .procuring for him the means of 
living with Honour, was a Favour too fub- 
ftantial to be forgot the Lands you have 
beftow’d on me, are actual Benefits 
your Love may probably not be fo folid 
it may be only a Chimera, which Time may 
wear out, even infenfibly to yourfelf: 
yet notwithftanding all this, I cannot help 
confeffing, that your Declaration pleafes me 
more than the Repetition of what I know is 
truth, would do.— 

I need not enlarge, /aid Lentulus, on this 
part of our Converfation ; the cold Horten/ius 
will gladly excufe me from reciting thofe tender 
Thrillings which this foft Confeffion rais’d in 
me ; and the amorous Ovd too well knows 
the Effects of them, to need to be inform’d: 
I fhall therefore fay no more, than that there 
pafs'd between us all that was endearing, 
all that was tranfporting to a Love accom- 
pany diby Virtue.—In this happyTranquillity 
did we live fome Months, and more fubftan- 
tial Joys might we have in due time expe- 
vienced, if our unhappy Fate had not fent a 
cruel Difturber in our way. You both 
know the Iil-nature of Tiberius, he envy’d 
the favour he perceiv’d: Marcellus was in with 
4 | the 
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( 54) 
the Emperor ; and the cunning Livia, fore- 
feeing the Confequences of this Difcontent, 
perfuaded Auguftus to fend him to me with 
tome Succours, to enable me te renew the 
War ; the Levies I had made, being fo much 
impair'd and worn out with continual har- 
yaffing, that tho’, as I have already men- 
tion’d, we lay in fight of the Getes, I did not 
think it prudence to give them battel, tilt 
more Supplies fhould arrive»-—~-The Com- 
miffion Tiberius brought, did not in the leaft 
differ from that I receivd from the Empe- 
ror, and it feem’d by the Stile, that Tiberius 
was rather a Collegue with me, than a Ge- 
neral over me; but, refpeéting him as the 
Emprefs’s Son, I readily refign’d to him the 
whole Command.——At firft he ufed his Au- 
thority with great moderation, and, had he 
never heard of the Story of Herennia, I be- 
lieve we might to this hour have kept a good 
correfpondence together; but that Adven~ 
ture being reported to him, by fome Bufy- 
body, with which the Camp as well as 
Court is infefted ; he thought there was 
fomething very odd and romantick, as he 
was pleasd to fay, in it, and would needs 
fee this lovely Offspring of Herewnius. I was 
not without my Uneafinefles at this Curiofity 
ef his, and made ufe of all the Arguments I 
was mafter of againft it; but all were infuf- 
ficient to prevail, and I was obliged to com- 
ply with his Requeft of carrying him to vifit 





her.---——I_ can never enough applaud the 
Caution with which fhe behav’d before him: 
I had before appris’d her of his coming, and 
inform’d her of his Charaéter, to the = 

e 








curd 





i i I OO OPIN a” 








( 55 ) 
fhe might be on her guard ; and certainly 
nothing by nature fo foft, fo gentle, ever. 
affum’d fuch an Air of Imperioufnefs and 
Difdain, as fhe did at our entrance into the 
Room where fhe was fitting. She receiv'd 
me with the fame cool Difdain fhe did Tzbe~ 
yius ; but that which fhock’d me, even while 
the reafon delighted me, had not the power to 
awe the haughty Soul of him for whom it 
was defignd—He faw her Beauty through 
all the Sternnefs fhe had put on, and was as 
much charm’d with her, as a Man of his 
Temper can be with any thing—You know 
he wants nothing of his Mother’s Cunning ; 
and diffembling that he knew the Paffion b 
had for her, as foon as we return’d from 
vifiting her, You have loft a good Opportu- 
nity, faid he, of making your court to Cafar, 
and run the hazard, I am afraid, of very 
much difobliging him, in giving the Daugh~ 
ter of Herennius her liberty=———You would 
have made him an acceptable Prefent, 1 am 
ceftain, in the Perfon of this Slave Bur, 
coutinu'd be, if you will give her me for the 
Emprefs, I will endeavour to make your 
peace, and you fhall alfo command any o- 
ther favour in. my power. 

I was flrangely confounded at this De- 
mand, but recalling as foon as poffible my 
{catter'd Spirits, Alas! Sir, faid J, how can 
I pretend to keep or to deliver up as a Slave, 
the Grandaughter of Herennius ¢ Are 
you ignorant, my Lord, of the Privileges con- 
taind in the glorious Name of Roman ¢ 
Herennius was your Countryman and mine, 
and if by the Malice of Fortune he has ps 
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dépriv’d of the Benefits of his Country, he 
could not by it be depriv’d of his Rights’ 
alfo——and I am fo far from imagining the 
Emperor would have taken it well at my 
hands, to have made Herennia a Slave, that 
Iknow not if he would not have punifh’d 
the little regard I fhow’d to the Blood of 
that once great Man. ‘The Blood of Heren- 
nius is not fo dear to Cafar, anfwer'd he, as 
you would have me believe—Was he not one 
of thofe difguis’d Rebels, who, under colour 
of preferving that Liberty which they are 
but too happy in having loft, facrificed the 
choiceft of the Romaus to their private In- 
terefts. 

Thofe whom you call Rebels, my Lord, 
faid I, with a warmth which I had not artifice 
to diffemble, were only term’d fo by the Ene- 
mies of the Publick Liberty.——I own that 
the Government of Auguftus Cafar is pre- 
ferable to that Liberty which Herennius and 
Sertovius fo obftinately defended; but they, 
perhaps, would have fubmitted to Cafar, 
tho’ they would not to Syla: And I am per- 
fuaded, that when he confiders, that they 
were only fecond Caufes in the hands of 
Providence, to take the Power out of the 
hands of Syla, and fix it in the Family of 
Angufius ; he will undoubtedly efteem their 
Memories. 

The Emperor has too much reafon, re- 
Jum'd Viberius, not to remember every thing 
that oppos’d itfelf to the Sovereign Power— 
He knows very well that the fame People 
who crofs’d Sy/a and Marius in their De- 
figns, would, if they had liv’d in Fulius Cas 
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Jar’s time, have embrued their Hands in his 
Blood.——They were a Set of factious and 
feditious Perfons, who imagining they were 
not provided for according to their Merit, 
were refolved to fhare the Publick Authority 
at any rate among themfelves——and Sylla, 
Marius, Fulius, and Auguftus, would have 
met an equal Fate at their hands. It is State- 
Policy therefore, comtinued he, to deftroy the 
Remains of that fa¢tious Name.——Had 
Herennia been the only one of the Family, 
fomething might, indeed, have been done for 
her in favour of her Sex; but fhe has a 
Brother who already has revolted from us— 
his Sifter muft be a Pledge to us for him ; 
and if you continue to protect her, I fhall 
think myfelf obliged'to acquaint the Emperor 
with it, and to put her under an Arreft, till 
fuch time as I fhall receive his Orders how 
to proceed with her. When I heard this ma- 
licious Defign of Tiberius’s, I was fearce 
able to contain myfelf; but fearing to caufe 
a Divifion among the Troops, I ftifled my 
Refentment ; and after protefting that the 
Matter was wholly indifferent to me, only 
defir'd, that, out of a tender regard to the 
Roman Name, we might confult the Roman 
Chiefs about is, before we began to treat her 
in a manner differing from that fhe had had 
been accuftom’d to among us. He prefently 
came into thefe Meafures, not doubting but 
that, being the Son of Livia, he fhould get 
all the Voices on his fide: And indeed the 
Emprefs’s Power was fo great, that I be- 
lieve he might eafily have carried his point, 
but that I gave him no opportunity.——-The 
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day before that appointed for the Confulta- 
tion, I went to Herenuia, and briefly related 
to her what had pafs’d——I faw a Horror 
over{pread her face all the time I was talking 
to her, and when I had finifh’d what I had 
to fay, fhe acquainted me that Tiberius had 
never mifs’d viliting her one Day, fince that 
in. which I brought him; that he had de- 

clar’d himfelf her Lov er, and gave fuch De- 
tet rs lh of the Violenée. of an unwar- 
rantable Paffion, that fhe trembled at his Be- 
haviour, aud was refolved to run all hazards 
rather than fee him again. "Twas ealy 
HOw | to perceive his Defign, and that it was 
not for the Emprets, but for himfelf, he fo 
much defir’d to have her out of my Pro- 
tection. Forefeeing thag there would be no 
Safety for her in that Place, I propofed her 
retiring to fome other; to which fhe ¢ladly 
confe nted, and feem’d as thankful for the 
Care le xprefs” d for her Honour, as for the 
other Obligat ions fhe had receiv’d from me— 
Y procured her a good Conyoy, and com- 
mitted her to the Care of one of our Com- 
manders, whole Fidelity I could entirely de- 
pend on; and, accompany d only by him and 





‘one of Le Relations, who had fome time 


before been with her, and the Guard ap- 
pointed to attend her, fhe was.conducted te 
this Ifland, where, under the fictitious Name 
of Refalina, you have teen the real Herennia, 
and where fhe lives with more Tranquillity, 
tho’ lefs State, than fhe did among the 

Gertes. 
How ! faid-Ovid, who could not here forbear 
interrupting bim, is Rofalina then that fame 
He- 
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Herenuia, whofe Hiftory you have been rela- 
ting to us?——And do you think you are 
re ally fo tenderly belov’d by this Rofalina ?— 
It is this Rofalina, anfwer’ d Lentulus, who 
was Herennia, and whom I fhall ‘continue to 
love while I have Life.——But. alas! fhe is 
alterd from what fhe was when Hereuzia, 
and in the Country of the Getes; as you will 
prefently know, by the Sequel of my untor- 
tunate Adventure. 

Tiberius, coutinued he, proceeding 1 his Nav- 
ration, heard not of her Departure, till it 
was too late to overtake her; he feem’d like 
one wholly bereft of Reafon, and, by the 
Violence of his Defpair, teftified the Force 
of that Paffion which her Charms had kindled 
in his Soul. He flew into the urmoft 
Rage againft thofe Officers who had con- 
ducted her he charged them with De- 
fertion, and proceeded acaintt them as con~ 
viéted Criminals : I did all I could to oppofe 
this piece of Injuftice, and declar’d that they 
had done nothing but by my Orders—-—— 
‘This, indeed, was what he wanted to re- 
venge himfelf on me, who he very well knew, 
without my acknowledging it, was the main 
Inftrument of her Efcape. ate He times 
diately drew up an Accufation. in form: a- 
gainft me, wherein he charg'd me with hold- 
ing a private Correfpondence with the Ene- 
my, and prolonging the War at the Expence 
of the Emperor, for my own private In. 
tereits. He fent this Paper to his Mother, 

who managed the Part he defired of ber fo 

vell, that Twas difchar ged from my Polt, and 
fi mmoned to Rue, to antwer thele Accufa- 
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( 60 ) 
tions to the Sezate. But tho’ my Faithful- 
nefs was well known to the Army, and 
what I had done againft the Rebels (tho 
lefs {peedy than I could have wifh’d) and ma- 
ny noble and worthy Perfons promisd to 
appear for me: yet all I knew was too little 
to balance with the Power of Livia.———I 
left the Camp, giving out I was going to 
Rome ; but thinking it not fafe to venture 
myfelf there, and befides poflefs’d with a 
longing Defire of feeing Herennia, I refolv’d 
to come here, and pafs my time in Security 
and Love, while my Friends were labouring 
to appeafe the Indignation of the Emperor— 
Cepion is the only Perfon who knows the 
Place of my Retirement; he continues in the 
Camp, whence he acquaints me with what 
1s done againft me ; and a Correfpondent I 
have at Lesbos, lets me know all that pafles 
at Rome. 

But now to the bufinefs of my Love, which 
is of infinitely more confequence to me than 
all that can happen from Tiberius’s Malice, 
or the Anger of Auguftus. "The Reception I 
met with from Rofalina at my firft Arrival in 
Thalaffie, was anfwerable to what I might 
have expected from Hereunia, and her Be- 
haviour in every thing the fame as when fhe 
was among the Getes ; but within thefe few 
days I have found an alteration in her, the 
meaning of which ftrangely furprizes me 
I have three or four times found her employ’d 
in reading amorous Verfes; fhe only laughs 
when I defire to know the Author, and re- 
fufes to tell me his Name.-———She has al- 
ways fome Secret to impart to Fuia, which 











CMe ALD SP hf AML BMP LE LE LE 







































a ee eee a lille 





( 61 ) 
Jam not to be let into. 
yefterday, fhe let fall her Pocket-Book, which 
was fill’d with the Complaints of a Perfon 
compell’d to love———fhe caught me reading 
them, and perceiv'd the Pain J was in ; but, 
{miling at my Uneafinefs, fhe began to railly 
on the Paffion of Jealoufy, and {pitefully 
told me, that the Affurance of being belov’d, 
made a Lover infolent; but that fhe was 
overjoy'd to find I ftill was in doubt of being 
fo. When J intreated her to tell me whence 
fhe had thofe paffionate Verfes, which f 
continually found about her, fhe faid fhe 
could not do it without rendring herfelf un- 
worthy of my efteem. When I went 
yefterday to tell her and unia what the 
Mificians had inform’d me concerning the 
Concert of Mufick, fhe look’d earneftly on 
the other Lady with an Air which had fome- 
thing very particular in it~—--and but this 
morning I overheard them jaughing at my 
miftake ; and Sunia cry’d, Aye, Rofalina, 
Lentulus little thinks the Myftery there 1s in 
that Concert. I am betray’d, I make no 
doubt of it; but, alas! am altogether un- 
able on whom to fix her Inconftancy I 
know no one in this Ifland whom Reafon 
points out to me as a Rival ——Tifiennus is of 
an ambitious melancholy Nature, incapable of 
the Effects of Love; Hortenfius is an avowd 
Enemy to that Paffion; and Ovid, whom elfe 
I fhould fufpeét more than all the World be- 
fides, is but juft arriv’d : the other Inhabi- 
tants of the Ifland are bufied in Affairs of a 
quite different nature, or at leaft are not 
worthy her Efteem —— yet ftill fome one or 
other 

















The day betaine 


— 


so ar all 


OO LD OLD OOP EOE OLE OVCP PROBES 


- 


it 


































—s 


Se ar em 


a 


a 


PLO Monat 






> FOI DLL DOD SF ae 
5 a a no sos cae 





Te pe tel 





ooo 


's DP — me 








(G29 
other there is whom fhe loves——I have a 


Rival, and think it no inconfiderable part of my 
Mistortune, that I know not where to find him. 


Thus ended the forrowful Lentulus the 
Hiftory he had promis’d; but as much in 
the dark as he was, and the Perfons he 
complain‘d to, of the Truth of this Adven- 
ture, I believe the Reader will find it no 
difficult matter to perceive that thofe Ver- 
fes which had given him fo much canfe for 
Jealoufy, were only fome which Yunia had 
wrote on the Force of her Paffion for Ovid; 
no Names being inferted, might very well 
occafion fuch a Miftake; and inftead of 
thinking they were compofed by a Woman on 
the Man fhe could not help loving, he took 
them for the Addrefles of a Lover to his 
Miftrefs ; and who could that Miftrefs be 
but his Rofalina, becaufe he found them in 
her pofleffion >—The Vanity of Ovid, on the 
other fide, his ufual Succefs in acquiring 
Love, the Certainty he had that one of thofe 
Ladies was poflefs’d with that Paffion for 
him, and the many Circumftances which 
confirm’d him in the opinion, that it was ra- 
ther Rofalina than Funia, ferv'd to continue 
his Miftake, and render’d the Jealoufy of 
Lentulus very pleafing to him; taking a fe- 
cret delight in’ the Complaints of his Rival, 
there was not a malicious Demand that he 
did not make him ——I would have yo, Jaid 
be, be certain that fhe loves another, before 
you give way to Thoughts {fo injurious t6 
your Repofe-—Have you no more Circum- 
dtances than thefe to confirm your Sufpicions? 
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One more I have, reply’d the Soul-tormented 
Lentulus; I met her this morning coming out 
of a Labyrinth, which is in truth one of the 
moft pleafant Places in the Ifland, but which 
I believe you have not yet hadtime to fee: 
fhe had that Book in her Hand, wherein I 
have fo often found her reading.! I ask’d 
her what it was, but inftead of giving me 
any direct anfwer, fhe told me it was a 
Myftery of Love, which was not for me to 
underftand ; and fo tripping fuddenly away 
with a Smile, which had nothing in it of 
Tendernefs, left me to aflure myfelf fhe had 
Bufinefs on her hands of a more important, 
or at leaft more pleafing nature, than to 
make me eafy. But, faid Ovid, did you ne- 
ver find her apt to entertain a Chimerical 
Pafion? Hiftory informs us, that a Woman 
fell in love with Alexander the Great, only on 
hearing of his Fame, and facrificed her 
Husband’s Honour to that Frenzy.— Men 
are made as the Antients were, and the fame 
Weaknefles may prevail now, as in the Days 
of Alexander. Herennia, replyd Lentulus, is 
of a more folid ‘Temper I never could 
accufe her of any of thofe Foibles fo common 
to her Sex—fhe.confiders not even her own 
Beauty, takes no care of it, and laughs at 
thofe who make it their whole bufinefs to a- 
dorn themfelyes———and tho’ once I believ’d 
fhe lov'd me to a great degree, the exprefs’d 
it not in thofe little Fondnefles which Women 
commonly make ufe of, when they would ex- 
prefs a Paffion——a Soul of fuch a Difpofi- 
tion, therefore, can hardly be brought to 
receive any irregular Impreffion, But now 
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I think of it, continued he, I remember a few 
days ago fhe told me it was poffible to en- 
tertain fuch a Paffion you fpeak of, and that 
fhe knew an Inftance of it——~—Oh Gods! 
cry d he, lifting up bis Hands and Eyes to Hea- 
ven, fhould fhe herfelf be that Inftance fhe 
mention’d but fure it cannot be; a 
Woman who could fo vigoroufly defend her= 
felf from the Attacks of Tiberius, the Son of 
an Emprefs, and one of the moft lovely 
Princes of his Time, can never yield her 

Heart to a Panegyrift whom fhe never faw. 
The fudden coming in of Tifennus Gallus 
hindred the malicious Ovid from profecuting 
this Converfation ; and Lentulus endeavour'd, 
as much as poffible, to recover thofe Difor- 
ders which it had involved him in: None of 
thefe three Noble Romaus had held shuch 
correfpondence with Tifennus at Rome; but 
People under the fame Misfortunes are well 
enough pleas'd with the Society of each other. 
He had been mifinform’d as to the Caufe of 
Ovid’s Difgrace and Banifhment ; and be- 
lieving it had been only on Terentia’s account, 
rejoiced at the Chagrin it muft have brought 
on Mecenas, who having difcover’d the Con- 
{piracy of Marcus Lepidus, in which Tifennus 
was concern'd, it was with a deadly Hate 
he regarded that great Favourite, and never 
expre{s'd fo much Satisfaétion, as when he 
thought he had an opportunity of ridiculing 
him ; and-taking hold on this, began to be- 
moan in a fatyrical manner his. having fuch 
a faithlefs Wife It is glorious, faid he, 
to fhare every thing with one’s Mafter 5 and 
I lament not his Misfortune, that alia 
the 
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( 65) 
the Favourite of Auguflus ; but as for the in- 
fluence which Craffus, Ovid, and fome others, 
have had over her, I muft confefs it is not to 
be endur’d tis enough to put all the Phi- 
lofophy of this wonderful Man to the teft, 
and I am furpriz’d that he, whofe Power is 
fo unlimited, that there is fcarce any thing 
he cannot accomplith, does not ere& a new 
Tribunal for punifhing the Breach of the 
matrimonial Vow.——This piece of Raillery 
was whimfical from Tifennus, the Virtues of 
whofe Wife were known to Ovid, and by 
his means to Hortenfius; the former of them, 
whole regard to Terentia made him refent 
every thing that reflected on her, anfwer’d 
him in this manner: Thofe Husbands, aid 
he, whe have unchafte Wives, will think 
themfelves much obliged to you, for thus la- 
menting their Misfortune ; but one ought to 
be very fure of the Fidelity of one’s own 
Wife, before one commented on another’s—I 
dare fay, if you were not perfe¢tly convinced 
of the Vertue of Sulpitia, you would not 
thus attack Terentia. I muft own, indeed, 
faid Tifiennus, that I am out of the reach of 
any return that way Sulpitia (1 thank 
Heaven) is above all Temptations of that 
kind but were I in the fame Circum- 
ftances with mine, that Mecenas is with his 
Wite, I fhould ftiil laugh at him—This pro- 
digious Man, who feems to have a Spy in 
the Heart of every one he hears of, and de- 
tects Confpiracies juft on the point of being 
executed againft Czfar, long before the Per- 
fons employ’d in them, have a thought of 
forming them———this all-feeing Man is blind 
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to what is daily ated againft himfelf~he 
fleeps, when he fhould be awa ake to watch 
his own Honour, but never flumbers on the 
Affairs. of Iyria. That is, reply d Horten- 
Gus, beeaufe he knows that ‘tis in vain to 
preteyd to. hinder any Woman from what 
fhe.1s refolyed to do the Cares of Mecenas 
for the War of Wyria, may be attended with 
Seccefs ; bur, had he as many Spies as Argus 
vad Eyes, it woul d-be in vain to guard the 
Virtue of a Wife determin’ to be frail. I 
am not of your opinion, 7é umd ‘Tifiennus, 
sband’s Watchfulnefs contributes very 
much to a Wite’s Condu€t———tis the fame 
thing as between a Parent ane a Child—— 
when a Father keeps a ftri€t hand over the 
Axticns.cé& his Son, and prevents his holding 
any Converfation .with loofe Peop le, and alfo 
fhows him .o1 ily good Examples, he cannot 
well fail into thofe Tnadvert tencies we fo 
commonly deplore. Here are then, faid Ovid, 
the Reatons that have rendred the Wife of 
Tifrennus {fo very rigid-——I always thought 

“the wcus of Sulp itia was natural to her ; 
but now I find ’tis all owing to her having hi 
excelle ant.a Husband. Hortenfius was fo well 
we asd with this Anfwer of Ovid's; that he 
ould bardly contain himfelf from laughing 
ity anid fearing, if the Converfation fhould 
continue, fomething would be added. too 
keenly fmart, pt “ope fed taking a walk in a 
fine Garden, which he had lacely beautified 
and made up. Altho” Thalaffie was not fo 
well inhabited as the other Iflands in the 
Egeat Sea, yet it wanted not for Convenien- 
cies of all forts, both for Neceflity and Plea- 
{ure ; 
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fure; and Hovtenfiuns had hired Workmen 
from Lesbos, to make every thing as agreeably 
as pofible to him during his Banilhment—— 
his Houfe was pleafantly fituated, neat, a- 
dorn’d with feveral fine Walks, and had eve- 
ry thing handfome about it. Winle they were 
employ’d in obferving the Beauries of the 
Gardens and Wildernefs, Rofalina, who na- 
turally lovd Company, propefed to Gana 
the making a Vific to Hortenftus and Ovid, 
That young Lady, confcions of the Delight 
it would be to her, blufh’d, and was feiz’d 
all over with a foft Confufion ; but Refalina 
faying fhe would take the Freedom of the 
Vifit on herfelf, and taking the unwilling 
willing Daughter of Lepidus by the one hand, 
and Addiamaute by the other, they all three 
went to the Houfe of Hurtez/fus, which was 
not above a Bow-fhot off where Rofalina 
liv’d. HAertenfius being with his Friends in a 
particular private Place in the Wilderneis, 
the Servants did not think cf going there ; 
and imagin’d, becauie they found them not 
in the Gardens, that they had gone out at a 
back Gate toward the Lake: fo fhowing the 
Ladies into a fine Parlour, left them to en- 
tertain each other, till the return of their 
Mafter, which they knew would not be long. 
As Chance would have it, they had fufficient 
to compenfare for the want of more Com- 
pany; a Cabinet belonging to Ovid, hap- 
pening to ftand in the Room where they 
were, by Accident was left unlock’d, which 
Rofalina immediately perceiving, open’d, and 
foon took an Inventory of what it containd— 
The firft thing fhe call’d Julia to behold,was 
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( 68 ) 
Picture of the Princefs Yulia, where fhe was 
painted as a Venus making Chains of her 
Hair, to bind a greac number of Hearts, 
which a little Cupid feem’d to prefent her 
with=———this Picture was carefully put up 
in a fine Cafe, in which, on the other fide, 
was a Place for Letters: The curious Rofa- 
lina taking out one, read the Contents to her 
Companions, which were as follows. 


Tox TEED: 
\ KR] HILE Iwas ignorant of the nature of 


your Defires, I knew not how to receive 
or to reject themn———~I thought you offer'd me 
only traufitory Compliments, without any real 
Sincerity, which any Woman might accept, with- 
out endangering her Heart, they being often ufed 
as Remedies againft Love, inftead of infpiring it 
but I find I wrong’d you and my own 
Charms ~ Continue therefore to offer up your 
Adorations to the Princefs, entertain her with 
long Difcourfes on the Violence of your Paffion, 
make Verfes in her Praife; 1 (ball never complaiz 
of my Lot, while I receive Proofs of your Incli- 
nation, which are to me more convincing than a 
thoufand Words I fhall be on the Emprefs’s 
Side this Evening, from thence I fhall expeét you 
to conduct me, where we fhall have an opportunity 
to confult what is beft for both of us. Adieu, 











Here is a fine Letter, indeed, aid Rofa- 
lina; I find Ovid has not his Charaéter of 
Inconftancy without fome grounds here is 
fomething elfe too, continued foe, taking out a 
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little Piece of Paper, in which were written 
thefe Lines : 


Whei once the Fort by Stratagem is gain d, 
An Entrance we for ever may command ; 
Nor will coy Virtue ftand to guard the Door, 
When we within have rifled all the Store. 


‘This isthe true Nature of Mankind, indeed, 
faid Rofalina, as foon as fhe had done reading, 
they firft betray our Sex, then make us 
guilty, and at laft miferable. I mutt con- 
fefs, anfwer'd Junia, that that curfed Sex is 
the Bane of our Peace; but let them be never 
fo bad, we have a fecret Inclination towards 
them ; Experience teaches us in vain to be 
wifer-——the Examples of fo many Women 
being undone, does not hinder us from fall- 
ing into the Snares prepard for us; and we 
think it a much lJefs Misfortune to be de- 
ceiv'd, than not to fee thofe Deceivers. 
While thefe Ladies were entertaining 
themfelves in this manner, qn a fudden they 
heard a noife in the Hall, which inducing 
them to believe that Hortex/ius and his Com= 
pany were return’d, they put all the Papers 
again into the Cabinet, and fhut it as it was 
before, to avoid their Curiofity being difco- 
vered. It was indeed Hortenfius, Ovid, and 
Iifenunus, who were come in; but this fmall 
Company was diminifhed by the Abfence of 
the jealous Lentulus : Ovid rejoiced at it in 
his Soul, he faid a thoufand fine things to 
the Ladies, and entertain’d them with an 
eloquent Difcourfe on the Force of Neceffity. 
Mt, faid he, the Daughter of Lepidus was at 
| . ~ Rome, 
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Rome, in the Splendor in which the Family 
of that great Man once liv’d in, and if Ro- 
Jalina had her unequal’d Merits favour’d by 
Fortune, it would not be the Company of 
Horteufius, Ovid, or Tifiennus, that would be 
capable of diverting them Junia would 
with pleafure behold her Father diftributing 
Crowns, and dividing Provinces among thofe 
he thought worthy of them; and Rofalina 
would be employ’d in fubduing Monarchs, 
and giving Laws to Kings. I know not, 
faid Junia, what opinion Rofalina is of, but 
for my part, I take more real pleafure in 
feeing the famous Ovid, than in all thofe 
pompous Ideas wherein you flatter me 
I never had the Experience of the Grandeur 
of Lepidus, being born fince his Retreat —— 
J know nothing of the Intereft and Power of 
my Family, but by report; but this I am 
fure of, that, be it never fo great, I fhould 
then have been of the fame mind as now, 
and thought nothing too much to facrifice to 
the Delight of hearing you. Alas! Madam, 
anfwerd he, you have now undone me by an 
Excefs of Goodnefs you have for ever 
clos'd my Mouth I dare not look on you, 
nor entertain you any longer, left you fhould 
believe me vain enough to imagine there was 
really fomething in my Converfation not 
difpleafing to you —— I'll promife you, faid 
Rofalina, that what Funia fays, is not Flat- 
tery-——fhe has always with’d to fee you, and 
has lamented the Fall of her Father’s Houfe, 
more becaufe it made her defpair of that 
Happinefs, than for any other Reafon. 
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Ovid was a little ftartled at this Difcourfe 
of Rofalina’s, he remembred thefe to be the 
very words he had overheard at his firft 
coming into the Ifland ; and was now be- 
ginning more than ever to be ata lofs on 
which of thefe beautiful Objects to fix them : 
Yunia and Rofalina were both of them of 
Roman Extra@ion, both lamented the Ruin 
of their Families, and both might have had 
their refidence at Rome, if the Deftinies of 
their Fathers had not banifh’d them—— He 
remaind for a moment or two in a paule, 
but getting out of his Refvery——-—Now ] 
think ef it, Madam, fad he, there is nothing 
new in what you tell me; for my Familiar 
inform’d me fome time fince, that there was 
one of the moft beautiful Women in the 
World had entertain’d a Kindnefs for me, 
without ever feeing me, earneftly defired to 
commence an Acquaintance with me, and 
was as much concern’d for me as yow appear 
tobe ; but, if my Genius inform’d me right, 
it was not to the admirable Fuuial was fo far 
indebted. As Ovid {poke this, he turn’d his 
Eyes full on Rofalina’s, hoping to difcover by 
her Countenance, whether it was fhe who 
had thofe favourable thoughts of him, or 
the other ; but perceiving no alteration there, 
he look’d again on Funia, who yeply’d to 
what he had faid in this manner: Your Ge- 
nius, faid fhe, has fo many things to ac~ 


quaint you with, that “tis not to be won~ 


dred at, if he fometimes confounds one thing 
with another; for, unlefs Report is ex- 
tremely out, Princefles, Sezators Daughters 
and Wives —— Courtizans——~Ladies of Ho- 
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nour and fimple Shepherdefles, haye at 
once been the Objects of your Love—~How 
could your Familiar. then, in fuch a confufed 
Number, keep any order in his Account > 
While Ovid was thus entertaining himfelf 
with the Ladies, Hortenfius was gone to give 
orders to his Dometticks to prepare a Colla- 
tion for thefe illuftrious Guelts ; and Tifiennus 
was bufy'd in reading Homers Odyffes, which 
he found lying on the Table: He was not fo 
deeply engaged, however, but that hap- 
pening to caft his eyes toward the Cabinet, 
which he knew to be Ovid's, he faw a Paper 
about half out, the Ladies having been fo 
hafty in thrufting them in, this happen’d in 
the hurry not tobe fhut down: Men have 
their Curiofities as well as Women, and 
perceiving no body obferved him, he walked 
foftly to that parr of the Room -where the 
Cabinet ftood, and eafily drew out the Pa- 
per——he went afide with it, imagining it 
had been a Letter from Terentia to Ovid, and 
thinking he fhould now have a rare Oppor- 
tunity of revenging himfelf on Mecenas 
no Superfcription being on it, he was con- 
firm’d that it was a Letter of Gallantry, 
and put itin his Pocket, with a refolution 
of reading it when he got home. He had 
hardly put it up, when Hortevfius came in ; 
he had prepared a noble Entertainment, 
which was to be ferv'd in a Gallery joining 
to Ovid's Chamber—He conduéted the Com- 
pany into it fome time before Supper, and 
they pafs‘d fome time very agreeably in view- 
ing the Piures, moft of which contain’d the 
Acts of the Grecian Heroes before the Walls 
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of Troy but there was one which was 
placed in a Corner by itfelf, which more than 
any attracted the Eyes of this Aflembly—it 
reprefented the Triumph of U//es over Ajax 
about the Arms of Achilles. ‘The Painter 
had fhow’d fo great a Mafter-piece of Art 
in the Figures of thofe two Men, that, by 
looking in their Faces, you might read what 
pafs’d in the Minds of their Originals. 
From praifing the Piece, they began to fall 
into a difcourfe on the Subjects from which 
this admirable Defign was taken: Thefe are 
the Heroes, faid Ovid, that the Antients 
have celebrated for Demi-Gods ; but we 
muft own, that it was happy for them that 
they were born before our ‘Time there 
are very few of them that would now re- 
ceive the Honours which our Forefathers be- 
ftow’d upon them. The Title of Deities 
was eafily purchafed in thofe Days, added 
Hortenfius ; to lofe their Senfes for frivolous 
Occafions, or the exercifing that Valour a- 
gainft themfelves, which they ought to have 
exercifed againft their Enemies, are Actions 
which have entitled fome of them toa Throne 
among the Stars. There is one, faid Tifi- 
ennus, pouting to a Pitiure of Cymon, who 
had nothing to do, but to make the world 
admite him; his Bravery, his Virtue, and 
his Magnanimity, were look’d upon as Won-~ 
ders in the Age he livd in. And do you 
think, faid Ovid, that all thefe Glories 
which are attributed to him, were really 
fuch as Hiftory reprefents them to us? Thofe 
who wrote them were his Goun.rymen, and 
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is therefore rather to be look’d on as Ora- 
tory than Truth- but to {peak feri- 
oufly, let us confider what Greece then was 
smem——jt was divided into ten or twelve Mo- 
narchies, and five or fix Republicks 
the taking of one City was look’d upon as 
{ubduing a whole State ; and if a Man went 
into the neighbouring Countries, and wona 
Village, they ordain’d Triumphs for him, 
and ftiled him a Conqueror——their Virtue 
likewife has been fer forth by the fame Hy- 
perboles, and may be comprehended in the 
{ame manher. Epantinondas was cited before 
the Senate, for giving the. Government of 
Micene to “Califthenes, a young Man whom he 
lov'd too well ; and yet he is reckon’d the 
moft Virtuous among the Greciaus. The 
Laws of Sparta, for which Lycurgus is fo 
much famed, allow more Liberty than .the 
ereateft Libertine in Rome ever took. For 
there, if an old Man has a young Wife, fhe 
is permitted to have ‘ay Gallant, and the | 
Husband is obliged to own all the Chil- 
dren they get. You are talking of, the 


Laws of Sparta, faid Tifiennus, but this. is 
a Cuftom that was never received by any 
wife People. But what J otell you of them 
is true, refined Ovid; smiling :.and the only 
Reafon why I think then, wiler that we, 
is this laudable Cuftom.. While they were 
talking, the ‘Collation. ’came\up. Now, let 
us puta flop} faid Hortentius, to: this rigid 
Commentator; or he will sind dault with ats 
all. In* {peaking thefe words; he placed 
t 
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the Ladies at Table ;and Ovid, having feen 
them 


ar ar ar I a a OT a a 






































OPO PPA IIL PRED P PPL PUOPDGOIIOCL SO PVOOOREEPEEEECOTEOETOP OO CC 
@ A a i _ a ~ ~ ~ ~ — i 
—-* 


\ 


UA 4 
Vir ai- 


1 
{ 


a ae ae ide A 
Rofalina and Funia, in 
zi a Dy lhe eee 


hing farther by their 
hefe two beautiful Per- 


» who was fo much in lo 


ite to 


difcover fomet 
Looks, which of t 
fons it was 


him. 


ppof 


O 
ay) 
iy 
s 
fay) 
- 
=o 
(o) 
2 
i) 
—) 
fay 
Q 
ys 
© 
(e) 
, a) 
oo 
(8) 
we 
oy) 
a 
& 
(cB) 
le, 
rw) 


retly o 
hope to 





— ~~ 


a» 


6 om nn 


’ 
’ 
\ 
\ 
‘ 
' 
) 
b 
’ 
: 
¢ 
) 
: >A 





a ae a A le A eS a ea gall 





THE 


EX Phe bes 


OF THE 


Court of AUGUSTUS. 





Part IL. 





ISTEN NUS thought every 
Moment an Age till he had an 
Opportunity of reading the 
Letter he had taken from the 
Box of Ovid. After he had 
{tole from the Company, he 
went out at the Back-Door, which open’d 
towards a Lake; and imagining himfelf 
there fecure from Interruption, he began to 
open the Paper, with a malicious Pleafure, 
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as not doubting | but he fhould find fufficient 
Teftimony in the Contents of what he had 
alledg’d again ft the Virtue of Tereutia 
but with Ho terrible a Confternation was he 
ftruck- how did his whole Soul kindle 
into Rage, when he immediately knew it to 
be written by the Hand of Sulpitia—-——: 
Scarce coud he at firft believe his Senfes, 
but ftood rubbing his Eyes, as tho’ he had a 
Mitt before them, or was but half awake— 

e read the fatal Scroll many times over, 
before he cowd perfuade himfelf, that what 
he faw wasreal. This was the very Letter 
which Funia and Rofalina had been diverting 
themfelves with,’ tho’ they little imagin ‘d 
whence it come; and there was not a word 
in it, which did not ferve to confirm Tifiennus 
in the worft News which he could have 
heard the Diftinction which it made 
mention of concerning the Loves which Ovid 
profefs’d to Fulia and Sulpitia, very much 
ageravated the Crime the latter was guilty 
be OO the infariehs Creature! cry’d the now 
undeceiv d Husband, fhe chufes that Part of 
Love, which other Women but Suffer in com- 
pliance to the Defires ot the impatient Lover. 
Ovid had not the leaft pains in gaining 
her-————the A& is all her own———then 
calling to mind the part he had been play- 
ing tome moments paft before Ovid, who 
Heit curt foatid was his Wite's Darling he 
reme mbred the malicious Joy which -had 
iparkled in his Eyes, when he was applying 
to Mecenas what might have been more juitly 
apply ‘d to himfelf; and while he was vindi= 
cating th Vertu e of Sulpitia before one who 
had 
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(79 ) 
had it fo much in ‘his power to ‘have prov'd 
the contrary He doubted not but he 
fhould be hereafter the Theme of Satire, 
whenever that ‘Poet’ had a mind to exercife 
his Wit that way+——the Raillery which he 
had offer’d to Mecenas, fo aptly turn’d upon 
himfelf: all came frefh into his Mind; 
and burfting out into the extremeft Fury --— 
He fhall die, cry’d he to bimfelf, the curfed In- 
ftrument of my Shame fhall die! Leutulus 
having. been retir’d in that folitary Place to 
indulge his melancholy Contemplations, heard 
thefe words which iflued from the Mouth of 
the exafperated Husband, and knowing his 
Voice, ftepp’d from behind a Grove of Myr= 
tles which had feparated them, and coming 
up to.him, Who is it ‘you would kill, Lzfennus ¢ 
Jaid he to him, and what Enemies have you 
in this Ifland > or “have you receiv’d any 
News from Rome which has perplex’d you ?>— 
The Confufion Tifenads was in at fight of 
him, was little inferior to the Rage he con- 
ceiv'd at the Infidelity of his Wife ;*but wil-+ 
ling to conceal his Difgrace as long as ‘pof= 
fible——I was thinking, faid he, in a ftam- 
merving Accent, which all his Refolution ia this 
Surprize could not recover, of a Paflage in Ho- 
mers Iliads, which that Poet puts into: the 
mouth of Menelaus, when he difcover’d that 
his Wife had left his Court thro”the Infinua- 
tions of Pavis——the Story made fo ftrong an 
impreffion on my Mind, that I ‘could not 
forbear repeating the Expreffionof that in- 
jur'd Husband. ’'The° Misforttine of Meze- 
laus, veplyd Lentulus “filing, mutt indeed 
have had a wonderful Effect on you, to’ ce- 
cafion 
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cafion Emotions fuch as are vifible in your 
Countenance but it agrees with what you 
frequently fay of Mecexas, and proves how 
generoully you fympathize with all abufed 
Husbands. The ftruggling Indignation which 
labour’d in the Soul of Tifennus, rifing more 
violent at this Expreffion, which, tho’ un- 
meant, feem’d to him the fevereft Raillery, 
grew now too high to be controll’d ; and 
finding it impoffible to be any longer Matter 
of his Aétions, he flung fuddenly away, and 
left Lentulus in the greateft Amazement ima- 
ginable at his Behaviour he had not 
been prefent when Ovid related the Hiftory 
of his Adventures, and knowing nothing of 
the Conduct of Sulpitia, was not able to 
dive into the Caufe of her Husband's Cha- 
grin———He was going to Hortenfius's, to 
ask if any thing extraordinary had happend 
fince he went from him and Ovid ; but meet- 
ing fome of his Servants in the way, was 
inform’d of fomething which obliged him to 
turn back, and go home in great hatte ; 
where let. us leave him for a time, and fee 
what the reft of this illuftrious Company 
are employing themielves in. 

Nothing could be more fortunate for Ovid 
than the Abfence of Lentulus; by it he had 
the Opportunity of leading Rofalina, who, 
with her Companion Addiamante, went into 
a Walk of Firr-Trees ; and after he had told 
her every thing that had happen’d to him 
fince he came into the Ifland, and all that he 
attributed to her, even to what he had over- 
heard, and what had pafs'd concerning the 
Verfes in the Labyrinth; he endeavourd to 
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perfuade her that he was charm’d with her 
at firft fight, oe tla an to mabe the moft 
paffionate ‘Declaration imaginab ole of Love to 
her. She now bea *d the Error he wa's 
involy'd in, and that a nearer Acquaintance 
with them had not undeceiv'd him by the 
difference of their Voices, but that he mif- 
toe k the words which SFunia {poke for her’s ; 
atid never was Confufion greater than that 
fhe was in, to find herfelf thus addre!’s’d': 
but’ releG@ing in her min d, that fhe could no 
way get rid of his Importunities, but either 
by betraying to him the Secret of her Friend, 
or betraying him to her Lover, fhe thought 
the leaft Evil of the three was to liften to his 
Sollicitations, and turn ’em into a little Di- 
verfion: and perceiving he grew pretty 
preffing for a’ Confirmation of that Paffion 
he imagin’d fhe had for him ; I think, fad 
fhe, that yeu ought to be contented’ with the 
Progrefs you have made=— you have been 
here but fix or feven Days, and are fenfible 
you have one in the Ifland who tenderly 
wifhes your Profperity you have made 
amorous Verfes; which have been read by 
the’ Perfor who, writing firft herfelf, infpired 
your to return that An{wer and you may 
go-farthér® yet) ni may venture to aflure 
yourfelf, that nothing, except a Proof of 
their Sincerity, could better pleafe, than did 
thofe Veries what can you defire more? 
Time muft give the finifhing Stroke to 
the reft. We are only to have recourie to 
Time, cryd Ovid, when the Purchafe of 

a Heart muft be long Services, and Perfeve- 
rance: but when Sympathy has been fo kind 
M to 
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to fave us that pains, the firft Moment of 
feeing one another, ought to put an end to 
all Scruples. But how, vefum’d Rofalina, 
ean any one be certain of the real Paffion of 
a Man fuch as Ovid ?——your wholé Life is 
but one continu’d Series of Amours you 
have travel’d from the Purple to the Crook— 
what Prefervative then muft one make ufe of, 
not to be among the Number of thofe who 
have been, but are no more belov’d ? even 
Fulia herfelf wanted a Charm to hold that 
ever-roving Heart. Love, faid that famous 
Roman, exprefles itfelf but by halves before 
Witneffes allow to mine the Liberty of 
pleading in private, and you will find my 
Tran{ports too extraordinary for you te 
doubt of their Sincerity As for the great 
Number of my Intrigues, they are to be im- 
puted to Chance, or the Inconftancy of thofe 
Women I have made choice of but fup- 
pofing that my Inclinations have been indeed 
too apt to wander, ‘tis in your power to 
limit their Courfe, and not only fix them ever 
yours, but alfo raife ‘em to a height which 
the firft Princefs in the World was not dif- 
fatisty d to accept and fo far will it be 
from leflening your Glory, to reign Sovereign 
Miftrefs of thofe Afieétions which have been 
elfewhere devoted, that it will be the greater 
Triumph of your Charms, and teftify your 
power of pleafing to be fuperior to all others 
of your Sex. 

Rofalina was about to make fomeé reply to 
this Difcourfe, when the Appearance of Fu= 
nia and Hortenfius at the other end of the 
Walk, fav'd her that trouble, and broke of 
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a Converfation which fhe was far from having 
a defire to continue. Suuia, who was not 
perfe€tly eafy that Ovid was fo long in the 
Company of her fair Friend, had led Hortex- 
frus thither on purpofe to interrupt them ; 
and coming up to the Place where they were 
ftanding to receive her, Think you, faid fhe 
to Rofalina, that Fortune has brought Ovid 
into this Ifland only for your fake? 
Share the Pleafure with others who wifh him 
equally as well, nor think it unreafonable 
that we expect as well as you the Benefits of 
his Society. One eafily forgets every thing, 
anfwer’d Rofalina, when one is in the Com- 
pany of Ovid but I am naturally a Lover 
of Juftice, and prefently do my Duty, when 
reminded of it and now, coutinu’d fhe, 
Jiniling, 1 deliver you up that great Man 
more gay and agreeable than I receiv'd him. 
Thefe laft words very much ftrengthen’d 
the Hopes which Ovid had conceiv’d; he 
thought on them a thoufand times, and al- 
ways conitruing them to his advantage, 
form’d from them the moft rapturous Idea an 
amorous Heart can be poflefs’d of, in an 
afcertain'd Expectation of one time or other 
enjoying all the darling Object can beftow—- 
Rofalina was indeed very beautiful, and flat- 
tering himfelf that he was infinitely belov’d 
by her, he foon forgot the Pleafures of Au- 
guftus’s Court. "The Confidence which Len- 
tulus had repofed in him, in telling him all 
the Paffages of his Paffion for that Lady, 
now and then gave fome little check to his 
Tranfports, but it was quickly over ; Friend- 
foip, as it was the weaker Paffion, foon gave 
The M 2 way 
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way toLove; and that Love furnith’d him 
with Exeufes to abfolye himfeif rire what he 
ated jire O1 ~ he Knew that he 
was belov’d in Thalafjie be etoray h 1€ Was ac- 
quainted with the Paffion ot belgie 
was not with defien that he became his Rival, 
but only by the Influe nce of his Stars it 
was his Repn tatiow alone which had gain’d 
him the Affe€tions of this Lady, and. it 
njutt to her, and cruel to him- 
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of Honour, which would injure. his own 
Tnchnations, without any Advantage to | 
Friend. “ft was with thefe ia and. the like 
Arguments he entirely fatisfy’d all.the Scru- 

ot his Generofity ; and wrholl 
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us thoughts with the means by. hich he 
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was no imall pleafure to Ovid; he 
d, after they were retired to the 
tment allotted for them, to {teal pri- 
ely to them, and pads fome part of the 
Ni with more Gallantry than the reférved 
aviour of Hortenfius. would-allow him to 
pay when he was BLA t; but as) he was g« 
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ber, he was met by that Gentleman, who 
with his Arms acrofs, and Head reclined, 
was walking there in a melancholy and de- 
jected manner: Ovid, who had in his Na- 
ture an uncommon fhare of Curiofity, could 
not find him in this Pofture without being 
extremely defirous of knowing the Occafion ; 
and {aerificing his other Inclinations to this, 
inftead of atrempting to pats by him unfeen, 
as “tis probable he might have done while he 
was thus buried in Thought, he came up to 
him, and giving him a little blow on the 
Shoulder, Ha, Hortenfius ! faid he, is it you 
that I find in this Pofture >—‘is the Defire of 
Solitude, folded Arms, and burfting Sighs, 
the Teftimonies of Indifference ?. I fear you 
have all along deceiv’d me by an Affectation 
of Severity, and that at lait I thall difcover 
a Lover in the Perfon of my Friend. Hor- 
zenfius feem’d at firft a little afhamed of hav- 
ing been caught in that manner, but putting 
a great deal of confidence in the Difcretion 
of Ovid, he was lefs troubled than if he had 
been accofted by any other Man; and, after 
fome few preparatory Expreffions on the 
Force of Love, he at laft confefs’d that his 
Melancholy, nay, his very Aufterity, were 
che Effects of that Paffion. By this Acknow- 
ledgment, faid Ovid, you have eas’d me of 
a Sufpence which I proteft to you was at 
fome times very uneafy to me [could 
not tell how to think, that, merely out of a 
Difike to Marriage, you fhould prefer Ba- 
nifhment and Difgrace to Grandeur, -and all 
the Advantages of an Emperor’s Favour, 
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with one of the moft beautiful and virtuous 
Ladies 
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Ladies in all Rome to be your Wife———=had 
it been for the endeavouring to fupport the 
Rights and Liberties of your Country, or 
for any known and worthy A@tion, you had 
incurrd the Difpleafure of Cefar, and run 
into this voluntary Exile, each Roman Spirit 
would have applauded your Noblenefs of 
Soul, and Contempt of Greatnefs ; but as 
the Reafons of your Retreat are not known 
to the World, it looks like Humour, like 
Madnefs, and few there are will juftify it. 
I can eafily juftify myfelf, veply’d Hortenfius, 
and more efpecially to one who knows what 
it isto love. And where, interrupted Ovid, 
could you find a Woman with more Charms 
than that very Aurelia whom Auguftus had 
made choice of for you? There is a Riddle 
in the Fate of fome People, faid Hortenfius, 
which makes their moft noble A@tions ap- 
pear contemptible————gay and ferene do 
fome Mens Lives glide on, without any 
pains to acquire it; Applaufe ftitl follows 
them, and whatever they do or fay, is look’d 
on as Hercick ; while others, whofe only 
Aim is Glory, and do nothing but what ren- 
ders them deferving Admiration, linger 
out their Days in an unprofperous State, 
and either are untalk’d of, or defpis’d— 
fo ftrange and arbitrary a Power is Deftiny 
-—hear then the Myftery of mine expound- 
ed, and judge if Hortexfius merits to be the 
Wretch heis: In {peaking thefe words, he 
led Ovid to a Couch at the upper-end of a 
Gallery, where, both being feated, he be- 
gan the Particulars of his Adventures in this 
manner. 
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The Hiftory of Hortensivs. 


OU are not to learn, /aid he, that Au- 
| veha is the Woman whom I fhould 
have receiv’d as a Wife at the hands of Cz- 
Jar, nor that her Aunt, from whofe Care 
fhe receiv’d her Education, was of the Fa- 
mily of the Hortenfes; this Alliance render’d 
me familiar with Aurelia from my Infancy ; 
but this Intimacy was fo far from producing 
an Antipathy, (as all Rome imagines) that 
on my fide it created the moft ftrong and 
violent Inclination ; and fo nice, indeed, and 
delicate was the Paffion with which I lan- 
guifh’d for that lovely Maid, that the ex- 
ceflive Purity of it has been the only Ruin 
of my own Hopes——I was {fatisfy’d, that, 
had I made the leaft Declaration of my 
Withes, all the Friends of Aurelia would 
willingly have given their Confent to make 
me bleft——~ nay, I alfo had fome reafon to 
believe, by the Friendthip and Confidence 
with which fhe treated me, that fhe herfelf 
at that time would not have proved re- 
fractory to my Defires but, alas! this 
Whim, this romantick Chimera of over- 
ftrain’d Generofity pofleffing me, I could not 
think of marrying her, till I had in fome 
meafure merited her I was for pur- 
chafing her Favour by my Affiduities and 
Jong Services ; and I know not, fierce as my 

Paffion 
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Paffion was, if I could have thought the gra 
tification of it a Bleffing, if indebted for it 
to any lefs tranfporting Motive, than an 
equal Inclination in her to give it me : 
my. Behaviour to-her;. however, wasfuch' as, 
by any who had made it their bufinefs to 
difcern, might eafily have been perceiv’d to 
be wholly influenced: by Love the Char- 
mer of my Soul, as moft concern’d, was 
certainly moft fenfible of ir; I Had’ a thou- 
fand’ Reafons to believe fhe both faw and 
approvd my Flame; and the Condefcenfions 
fhe made me were fuch, as.at laft encouraged 
me to hope the happy Moment was arriv’d, 
in which I might declare my long-hid Secret; 
without danger of a Repulfe. To that 
end I] went one day to vifit her; and'being 
told fhe was in the Gardens of Luewdus, had 
the boldnefs to follow her to that Place= 
I travers'd the Alleys’ and delightful’ Paths 
feveral. times. over, withour being able to 
find her; and-at laft defpairing of'that Hap- 
pinefs, and doubting that Thad beetideceiv’d 
in my Information, was returning heme, 
when, under the Foot of a Tree, I faw a 
little Pocket-Book ; the Diamond Clafps, and 
Cypher of her Name on the outfide, gave 
me to know it belong’d to the Lady I'had 
been in fearch of ; and immediatély opening 
it with that eager Curiofity commen to thofe 
who love, found,in one of the Leayes’ of it 
thefe-Verfes written : n 














Why, if’t be lawful to expoftulate | 
With Heaven's Decrees, or cavil with our Fate ? 
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Why wast born too high to own Grief’s Smart, 

Tet, doom’d to. feel it in the tend’reft Part ? 

Beneath a Load of Secret Woes I faint, 

Deny d the Eafe of Pity or Complaiut : 

Oh! that from fome ignoble Race Pd fprung, 

No cruel Forms had then debar’d my Tongue ; 

free had the Dittates of my Soul explain’ d, 

Nor by the Phautom, Glory, been reftrain’d : 

The ungrateful Youth, the Author of my Pain, 

Would then be founu’d by every tender Swain ; 

While. each kind Maid would take me to ber 
Breaft, ) 

And hufh, my Sorrows with her Songs to reft. 

Now, doubly wretched, mock'd with Pomp and 
State, 

By fo much more unhappy as I’m great : 

While my Defpair I from the Croud conceal, 

With added Force I all its Tortures feel ; 

Death only can my Peace of Mind procure, 

For hopelefs Love admits no other Cure. 


°Tis impoffible to tell you the. Diforder 1 
felt at reading thefe Lines, tho’ I could not 
at that time account. with Reafon for jit—— 
the. gay Humour of that Lady with whom 
Aurelia liv’d, and her own Quality and Ac- 
complithments, drew a great Number of 
the young Courtiers daily to their Houfe ; 
but I knew of none who had declar’d a Paf= 
fion for her :,befides, the Opinion which all 
the world had of her Beauty, and the gene= 
ral Admiration which was paid her, kept me 
from.believing, that if fhe had given hints of 
a Kindnefs for any one, that there was any 
danger of meeting a Repulfe: I could not 
therefore apply thofe Vertes to her, and yet 
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I could not keep myfelf from being uneafy 
at them; and I may truly fay, that the firft 
moment of my feeing them, was the laft of 
my ‘Tranquillity. 

The Gardens, in which this Adventure 
had unluckily befallen me, terminated in a 
Wood of Cyprefs-Trees and Myrtles ; thi- 
ther did my ill Stars conduét me; I defign’d 
to pafs fome little time in Contemplation, 
which a Solitude fuch as that was proper to 
indulge: but fearce had I fet my foot in it, 
when I heard Perfons talking; ftopping a 
moment, I prefently difcoverd the well- 
known Accents of Aurelia’s Voice Judge 
if it were poffible for me at that Juncture to 
over-rule the Dictates of jealous Curiofity— 
I had not the power to withdraw one {tep 
from the Place I was in; but lifthing atten- 
tively, heard Aurelia make this reply to 
fomething her Companion had faid to her : 
"Thofe, faid fhe, who place fuch Power in 
Vertue, neither know the Effects of that, 
nor of Love; Virtue may curb the Paffions, 
but cannot extinguifh them————it kept me 
from revealing the Tendernefs I feel, but is 
infinitely too weak to. remove it from my 
Breaft——ir hinders me from refenting, 
in the manner my Pride would inftigate, the 
Indifference with which Lam treated by the. 
dear Ingrate, but cannot prevent me from 
revenging on myfelf in bitter Agonies of 
Mind the Folly of my hopelefs Flame. 

O Gods! purfued Hortenfius, how is it 
poffible for me to defcribe the mingled Grief 
and Aftonifhment I was in, at Sounds fo 
ftabbing to my Soul; but certainly the Pangs 
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swhich at that dreadful Inftant invaded my 
whole Frame, were fuch as never any Mor- 
tal but myfelf fuftain’d with Life yet 
did I endure them without being guilty of 
any Extravagance which might have betray d 
me to a Difcovery —~clofe in my ftruggling 
Breaft I ftifed the rifing Anguifh, nor gave 
one Sigh the liberty to efcape me, till the 
whole fatal Myftery was unravell’d, which 
‘na little time it was in this manner : ‘The 
Perfon to whom Aurelia had been talking, 
was Helvidia, the Neice of Mecenas, as 1 
prefently after diftinguifh’d by her Voice: Is 
it poffible, that young Beauty anfwering her, 
that a Woman of your fine Senfe can be 
charm’d with the outward Perfections of 
any Man? Cepion, I muft confefs, 1s amiable 
enough, but I thought that Love was a Paf> 
fion which firft gain’d entrance at the Ears; 
we fhould firft, methinks, be lov’d before 
we love; Gratitude fhould begin what Incli- 
nation fhould conclude——I might confider a 
Man as an agreeable Companion, nay, might 
admire thofe things in him which feem‘d 
worthy of it, but fhould never have a 
thought of loving him, till his Addrefles and 
Affiduity engaged me to it. Alas! vefum'd 
‘Aurelia, how little are you acquainted with 
the refiftlefs Power of Love! at firft he 
fteals by unperceiv’d degrees into our Hearts, 
makes every Faculty fubfervient to his Will, 
‘then reigns a very Tyrant there I did 
no more than what you fay by Cepzox; long 
did I gaze with wonder on_ his Charms, nor 
once fufpected the dangerous Race I run, 
and that the {weet Infection was every Hour 
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( 92 ) 
increafing. The Maxims youjuft now laid down’ 
fervd to encourage the growing Evil ; for; 
not fufpecting I could love, where’ Love was 
never proffer'd, I gave way to the Tempta- 
tion, and became quite loft in the de@ruétive 
Paffion, before I knew that I'had’ entertain’d 
it~——Think, my dear Ovid’! you who are fo 
well acquainted with the Force of that al.’ 
mighty Paffion which rules my’ trembling 
Heart, think what I endur’d in this Difco- 
very———I was no longer able to contain my- 
felf, buc in the utmoft Agony of Soul tearing 
my Hair and Face, I burt oat into this 
Exclamation: Oh Heayens'! cry dE, is it pof- 
fible that Aurelia thould ever {peak flich 
words, or that Horteu/ius can live after having 








heard them! ‘The Emplhiafis with which T 
utter’d this, brought’ the Ladies from the 
Place where they had been fitting: T leave 
you to judge the Confufioh Aurelia was In, 
but her ufual Haughtinefs getting the better 
of her other Paffions; Imprudeént, and too 
curious Man! fard fhe to me, in a great Rage, 
you have pry’d into a Secret, thé Knowledge 
of which fhall coft you déar, at leat if 4p- 
relia has the power to punith your Indifcre- 
tion In {peaking this, the took Helvidia 
by the Arm, and walk’d foe Paces from 
me; but then, as if fhe had forgot fome- 
thing, fhe turn’d back, and with a Voice and 
Eyes which exprefs’d the utmoft Indignation, 
Come no more to my Apartment, cry’d fhe, 
and if you would not render yourfelf more 
hateful to me than you already are, every 
where take care to fhun my Prefence, nor 
dare to hope the pleafure of making me a fe- 
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cond® tinte blufly at ‘the’ Folly you~ have: dif- 


covered in-me: It! wass‘in ‘vain for me'to at~' 
tempt to fay any thing to’ mitigate: the Fury, 
fhe was'in, and without permitting me-to ut 


ter one Syllable, fhe flung away, leaving: me 


iif a Condition fo truly deplorable, as none: 


but thofe involv’d in the fame fatal: Labyrinth 
of Misfortunes' can’ conceive. I had: fearce 
recover'd myfelf from: the firft Emotions: of 
my Surprize and Grief, and: had thrown my- 
felf on: the Ground to indulge them, when 
Cepior approaclid me; and with the freedom 
which a long Intimacy authorizes, What 
does Hortenfius ere, faid he; in this melan- 
choly Pofture? are you‘in difgrace with:your 
Miftrefs 2? or do you only counterfeit a’ Cha~ 
grin, to prevent the Envy of your lefs fortu- 
nate Acquaintance? The fight of a Man, 
who fince the knowledge’ that he was:‘my Ri- 
val, was become odious, and’ the words. he 
fpoke, which I could look on as no other than 
an Infult, put me beyond all Patience: E 
had once or twice my Hand on my Sword, 
With an intention to revenge myfelf ; but the 
Confideration of Aurelia, and the Fears that 
her Reputation might fufier in our Quarrel, 
prevented me; and I contented myfelf with 
faying, You do well, Cepioz, to railly the 
Perfon you have injur’d; there would be 
fomething wanting to your Happinefs, if, 
after you had robb’d me of Aurelia’s Heart, 
you had not alfo the pleafure of infulting my 
Misfortune. What means Hortenfius, reply’d 
he gravely; T rob you of Aurelia! Yes, iuter- 
rupted I fiercely, you are the happy Man who 
has it in his power. to railly the defpis’d 
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( 94 ) 
Hortenfius you alone boaft the Secret 
to pleafe the nice Aurelia: But, coutinu’d I 
Spitefully, the Conqueft is too eafy to be much 
gloried in. The Conqueft, anfwerd he, with 
a cool Air, is glorious enough to thofe defirous 
of it; and, doubtlefs, if what you fay were 
true, I fhould have many to envy miy acqui- 
ring it: Aurelia has Charms for all that be- 
hold her, but Iam unworthy the Impreffions 
fhe is capable of making he that would 
deferve that beautiful Lady, muft have a 
Heart all devoted to her; he muft have no 
other Object of his Affection and Defires, 
and feveral other Qualifications which fuit 
not with my roving’ Temper——Love is a Paf- 
fion which I look on as the Foil of a brave 
Man's Honour; and the moft angelick Face 
that Nature ever framed, would fail of taking 
up my Thoughts any farther than in a leifure 
Hour for Amufement. You feign an Infen- 
fibility, faid J, which I am not credulous e- 
nough to believe; the Complaints which Au- 
relia makes of your Ingratitude, are owing 
more to her Excefs of Paffion, than your In- 
difference I know it is impoffible to be 
belov'd by her, without returning it; and if 
you deferve the Reproaches fhe lays on you 
on that fcore, “tis only in not openly avowing 
an Inclination (which you cannot help feel- 
ing) inthe face of the world, even tho you 
had a thoufand Rivals more formidable than 
Hortenfius. Indeed, anfwer’d Cepion, if I 
were poflefs'd of fuch a one, I think it wo ul 

not be in the power of any Man to oblige me 
to deny it; but, comtinued he fmiling, if I did 
not know that it is one of the Proofs of Love 
to 
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to a€t in an irregular manner, I fhould be 
very much amazed at your Proceeding: You 
take as much pains to convince me I am be- 
lov'd by your Miftrefs, as you fhould do to 
perfuade me to the contrary, if there were 
really any danger of my Rivalfhip. 

Thefe words made me look back with 
fhame on the indifcreet Part I had acted, 
and think~indeed that I had behaved like a 
Man who had little ufe of his Reafon : the 
vexation I was in, depriv’d me of the power 
of making any reply to what he faid, and 
pretending chat I had bufinefs with Paulus 
Emilius, who happen’d that moment to pafs 
through that Alley of the Wood where Ce- 
pion and I were talking, 1 withdrew from 
him abruptly, and, very much out of hu- 
mour with Aurelia, with Cepion, and with 
myfelf, went home. 

Thad forgot to tell you, that tho’ I al- 
ways hated to apply myfelf for any thing to 
Favourites, as Courtiers ordinarily do, yet L 
conftantly had made my court to Agrippa ; 
1 obferv’d in him a Difpofition and Behaviour 
very different from that which is common in 
thofe who have the Emperor’s ear, and 
thought it my duty to do all I could to teftity 
how much I honour’d him : he was pleas’d to 
accept of my Devoirs, and I am very well 
aftured he accounted me among the number of 
his Friends, and I receiv’d at this time a 
convincing Proof of it: I was, as I already 
related, at home, alone, and plung’d in the 

extremeft melancholy that could be, when 
one came to me, and told me the Emperor 
wanted to fpeak with me. The Commands of 
Cafar, 
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( 96 ) 
Cefar, you know, admit of -no delay, and I 
was obliged to throw ‘off my Difcontent as 
much -as ‘poffible, to wait on him. He re~ 
ceiv'd me in his Clofet, and after he had {aid 
agreatmany handfome things on my Birth 
and Kindred,..and the number of great Men 
which‘had defcended from our Race ;:I con- 
fider, added he,‘ that Fortune has treated you, 
as fhe ordinarily does People of a diftin- 
guifh'd'Merit ; the thinks you fo rich in your- 
felf, that fhe need not beftow any thing up- 
on’ you there are feveral Families .in 
Rome much inferior to yours, swho shave 
raisd. themfelves: either: by» their Money. or 

“Cabals, to the higheft pitch.of Grandeur : it 
is therefore:my Duty, as a good Prince, to 
do fomething to remedy this Injuftice om 
the Prator who govern’d Egypt-is lately dead, 
that Government fhall .be yours: from this 
moment, as an Earneft-ofswhat Lintend to 
do for you for the future. Iwas juft going 
to throw myfelf at his-feet,.to: thank him for 
fo unexpected a Favour, when he prevented 
me, by faying, Hold, Hortenfius ! this is not 
the only, nor-perhaps the moft valuable Pre- 
fent -in- your ‘efteem that ¥ thall. now make 
you-~-—l-am indeed accountable for my Ac- 
tions to none but the ‘Gods, .but» Princes 
‘who. chufe to-rule rather by Love than Fear, 
endeavour to fatisfy even the meaneft of their 
“Subjects : I believe there are none of my 
Courtiers more deferving -of «this Employ- 
ment which I am about to. beftow. on you, 
than yourfelf ; but.few there are who judge 
_ with that Juftice they ought to do ; and moft 
Men are-of that greedy ‘Nature, that they 
think 
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think whatever is given to another, is a 
Robbery from them 
deavour to put a ftop to any Murmurs which 
may be made, by colouring this Gift with 
the Kindnefs which I owe to Kindred ; Au- 
velia is Niece to the Mother of the great Fu- 
lius, 1am therefore obliged to take the care 
of beftowing her on myfelf ; I think I cannot 
difcharge it better than to give her to you in 
Marriage : thus will you become of my Al- 
liance, and none will dare to wonder, that I 
wifh to make you great- Aurelia, there- 
fore, and the Government of Egypt, is yours 
———thank Agrippa both for the one and the 
other, fince it is he who reminded me what 
the Hortenfes formerly were, and what alfo 

is owing to your perfonal Merit. 
Think what a furprize this Propofition 
ut me into; had. it been made but a few 
Fours before, I fhould have efteemed my- 
felf the moft bleft of all Mankind: but as I 
now was too well acquainted with Aurelia’s 
Inclinations, and lov’d her with a Paffion too 
nice, too delicate, to fuffer me to tafte a 
Happinefs in that which muft be the contrary 
to her, I was almoft diftraG@ed in what man- 
ner I fhould reply—I fell on my Knees, how- 
ever, and return’d my thanks to the Empe- 
ror in Terms as expreffive and fuitable to the 
Obligations he conferr’d on me, as my Con- 
fufion would permit ; but when he again re- 
peated his Grant, I told him that I knew 
not how far Aurelia would condefcend to ap- 
prove the Favours he beftow’d on me, and 
that tho’ I look’d on the Poffeffion of that 
amiable Lady, as the fupremeft Bleffing 
| QO —— Hea- 
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Heaven could beftow on its moft darling Fa- 
vourite, yet fhould Ibe far from prefuming 
on the Indulgence of my Emperor fo much, 
as to confent he fhould go about to force the 
Inclinations of a Perfon fo nearly ally’d to 
him by Blood. The manner in which I 
{poke this, fufficiently teftify’d, that I made 
not this objection either out of diflike to Aa- 
relia, or contempt of the Favours which 
Auguftus {cem’d willing to beftow on me; and; 
far from being difpleas’d at it, lie commetided 
my Humility and Prudence, but bid me take no 
care what Aurelia fhould think of the Choice 
he had made for her, for he would under= 
take to obtain her Confent; and for that 
purpofe went immediately to the Emprtefs's 
Chamber. - As 1] was coming out of the 
Emperor’s Clofet, I met Cepion: Well, faid 
he, do you ftilllook on meas your Rival? 
You are now, I am told, going to be eas’d of 
all your Fears in the entire Pofleffion of your 
ador’d Aurelia: and had not our Conference 
to-day been broken off by your abrupt De- 
parture, I could then have told you what 
you are now aflured of by the Emperor him- 
felf: and as little as you imagine me your 
Friend, may boaft, that you are partly it- 
debted to me for the Happinefs you are a= 
bout to enjoy-——I was laft Night at Agrzp> 
pa’s, who inform’d me what the Emperor de- 
fign’d to do for you as to the Goveriiment of 
Egypt; but T made him acquainted with your 
Pafion for Aurelia, and that if he wifid to 
{ee you compleatly bleft, he muft alfo gratify 








your Love as well as your Ambition- this 
has he communicated to Cefar, the Suceefs 
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you know. Judge then if fuch a Propofal could 
be made by any one who pretended a Right 
in Auvelia’s Afic€tions? All that you have 
dene, anfwer’d I, or all that the Emperor 
has been fo good to promife, does not hinder 
you from being my Rival, nor any way con- 
tribute to my Happinefs ; Awrelia herfelf 
has the fole power of beftowing it on me; 
and fince I cannot marry her wich her In- 
clinations, never will confent to force them ‘ 
your more prevailing Merit deprives me of 
that Hope, and you are ftill my Rival, tho’ 
what you have done convinces me you delire 
not to be fo, 

You are not in your right Senfes, certain- 
ly, refum’d he, or you would not thus forego 
your Happinefs for a Chimzra, which I know 
not how gain'd entrance in your Imag'na:ion. 
-——Tho’ I fecretly pride myfelf in the little 
regard I pay to Women, I would not wil- 
lingly pafs among them for an Infenfible ; 
and if you continue in this wild Notion of 
Aurelia's having an inclination for me, and 
communicate it to any one, I fhall be ac- 
counted the moft flupid Creature living, for 
taking no greater advantages of the Favour ¢ 
I befeech you therefore, in juftice to that La- 
dys Reputation of Difcretion, and that 
which I would willingly acquire of Tender- 
hefs, as well as for your own Soul’s Peace, 
banifh this caufelefs Jealoufy, and be affur’d, 
no Man in C2far’s Court will fee your Nup- 
tials with lefs Envy, and more fincere good 
Withes for your Profperity, than this Cépioz, 
whom you have fo much fufpected. 
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I was prevented from the Neceffity of 
making any reply to thefe words, by a great 
number of my Acquaintance, who hearing I 
was in the Palace, came crowding about me, 
to congratulate me. The Emperor had talk’d 
publickly that Day at Table of the Charge 
he intended for me, and of my Marriage 
with Aurelia, and every body believ’d them 
as things concluded on: But I leave you to 
judge the Confufion I was in at the receiving 
Compliments for the Shadow of a Bleffing, 
the Reality of which I knew was far from 
me. But, alas! the Secret of my Misfor- 
tune was known only to myfelf, and the 
cold and indiferent manner in which I feem’d 
to relifh thefe Favours, furpriz’d the whole 
World Some People I met with, who, 
by way of Advice, told me I was not thank- 
ful enough to Heaven for the Bleffings it was 
about to beftow on me. I was, all the 
time I ftay’d at Court, expos’d to thefe kind 
of Perfecutions; and as I was going to retire 
from them, a Slave-of Aurelia’s came to ‘tell 
me that Lady defir’d to fpeak with me. ‘I 
was ftrangely furpriz’d at this Summons, fhe 
having fo lately charg’d me to appear no 
more before her, but delay’d not a moment 
my Obedience to it———As foon as I ap- 
proach’d her, You have done, faid fhe, the 
moft generous Action that ever was perform’d 
by Man; and I fhould be the moft ungrate- 
ful of Women, if I did not acknowledge it 
by all the Retributions in my power Had 
you a thoufand times hazarded your Life in 
my Service, you could not have given me fo 

fincere a Proof of your Affection as you have 
done 
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done this Day——-Had you accepted the 
Offer Cafar made you, how wretched muft I 
have been!——but in generoufly giving up 
that Power he gave you over my Heart, you 
have left me time to refle@ what is beft for 
me to do—Alas! I know too well what ’tis I 
ought to do in requital of fuch a difinterefted 
Paffion, and even curfe myfelf for the Ingra- 
titude I am guilty of——Help me to overcome 
the Infatuation I labour under! Retrieve my 
Soul from the Chains of that too lovely In- 
fenfible ! Defpife me not for that which 
‘is not the Effect of my Will, but my too fe- 
vere Stars !~—~ Continue to love me, and to 
give me Teftimonies of it !——Who knows 
what Changes a little time may bring forth? 
~—Reafon may once more refume her Empire 
oer my Mind, andI at laft be happy in be- 
ing Your’s. ‘The Agony with which fhe pro- 
nounced thefe words, left me no room to 
doubt but they were fincere ; and I could not 
help pitying the Paffion fhe had for Cepzoz, 
even tho’ it was the Ruin of my own Hopes. 
I confider’d her as wretched. as myfelf, 
‘and could almoft have wifh’d he had return’d 
her Tendernefs: So entirely free from any 
felfifh Views is true Affetion! I could an- 
{wer to what fhe faid only by my Looks and 
Sighs ; but they, indeed, ferv’d to exprefs 
what pafs’d within my Bofom much better 
than any Words could do. Nothing ever 
was more touching than this Interview ; 
there was the moft tender Concern, to all 
appearance, in her Behaviour, and the moft 
real one in mine.——At length we agreed, 
that I fhould neither wholly refufe, nor re- 
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ceive the Offers of the Emperor; but that 
by my evading what he propos’d, the 
fhould have time for an Endeayour to 
confent co what fhe call’d her Duty. I af 
fur’d her with the moft faithful and unfut- 
pecting Heart, that I would do fo; and we 
parted, tho’ not as Lovers, yet as Perfons 
who thought each other the moft worthy of 
regard. 

Determin’d to make good my Promife, I 
went from her to Agrippa, defiring him by 
all the Friendfhip he had for me, to preyail 
on the Emperor to give the Government he 
defign’d for me to Shs Perfon more worthy 
of his Favour ; for thar I thought myfelf in- 
capable of managing fo great a Truft, in the 
manner that would be expected from me. 
Never did I fee a Man more furpriz’d than 
was Agrippa at thefe words; not all his 
Wifdom, and perfect Knowledge of Men 
and Things, could enable him to guefs the 
Meaning of fo ftrange a Requeft. You do 
not know fure what you are faying, reply’d 
he, the Government of Egypt is the beft in the 
Emperor’s Gift ; it is fought after by all the 
Courtiers of Rome : and as for your Inability 
of filling it up in a fathion becoming of the 
Poft, we all know that Hortenfius wrongs 
himfelf by fuch a hidden Chara@ter.. From 
what hidden Caufe then can thefe Excufes 
proceed? Ambition, and the Love of Pow- 
er, is mcident to all Men of your Age, who 





know the Advantages of Greatnefs-—— 

But if dull and taftelefs this way, which I 
never can believe, are you infenfible of Beau- 
ty alfo? 





Have you forgot that the Ge- 
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vernment of Egypt entitles you to the moft 
lovely and vertuous Lady of the Empire 2 
and who, by her own Accomplifhments, and 
near Alliance to Cafar, is the Defire of all 
the neighbouring Princes? Aurelia, faid I, 
can never be for mes—but, without de- 
bating whether I.am in the wrong or not, I 
beg, my Lord, that as your Goodnefs was 
the Oceafion of this obliging Notice from 
Cafar, that the fame favourable Difpofition 
toward me, may find fome Excufe to oblige 
him to withdraw it, Difcontented as he 
was at my Behaviour, he promis’d to do as 
IT would have him; telling me at the fame 
time, that he would never endeavour to con- 
fer a Favour on any Man againft his Will. 

I very well faw that I had greatly difob- 
liged the beft of Friends: But to what Ex- 
tremes will not Love tranfport the Heart ! 
I was highly fatisfy’d in being the Author of 
my own Ruin, fince by it I procur’d Peace 
to her who was a thoufand times dearer te 
me, than any Confiderations of myfelf could 
be. | 

As I was coming out of the Palace of 
Agrippa, 1 met News which was agteeable 
enough to me at this time ; it was, that the 
Prator who commanded in Egypt was not 
really dead, but that labouring under a long 
Fit of Sicknefs, in which he was given over 
by his Phyficians, had occafion’d that Report. 
This fav'd Agrippa the trouble of making any 
excufe for my refufing to accept that Com- 


miffion, and gave Aurelia time for an En- 


deavour of conquering that Inclination, fo 
prejudicial to my Hopes, apd her own Repofe. 
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Believing all fhe had told me as the moft 
facred ‘Truth, I omitting nothing which could 
convince her of my conftant Zeal to ferve 
her ; and indeed Cepiow himfelf, by his Be- 
haviour, feem’d to aid my Wifhes: he often 
{aid fuch things before Aurelia concerning the 
Weaknefs of Women who lovd without 
hope of a Return, as perfuaded me fhe 
would in a little time be brought to hate this 
ingrateful Triumpher. Thanks to the Gods! 
cry'd he one Day, fpeaking of Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra, that] am not of a Difpofition 
which can render me liable to be expos’d in 
fuch a manner to Pofterity-————I can ad- 
mire the Beauties of a fine Woman, without 
any Difturbance to my own Repofe, and 
could forfake the lovelieft, fondeft, moft en- 
gaging of her Sex, when I found a Corre- 
ipondence with her prejudicial to my Intereft, 
or my Glory————the Ladies are pretty 
well convinced of this Truth, and take no 
pains to engage me, which indeed is very 
happy for us both; the Perfecution of an 
undefired Affection would be troublefome 
to me, and the manner in which I fhould re- 
ceive it, a mortal Difappointment to them. 
One would think, that by continually ralk- 
ing in this manner before Aurelia, who, if 
by no other way than from my Jealoufy, he 
was convinced lov'd him, he did it on pur- 
pofe to affront her ; it feem’d fo tome at that 
time, before a dreadful Difcovery happend 
to convince me he had other Reafons for it. 
But to go on with the Hiftory of. my Mif- 
fortune gradually ; this manner of proceed- 
ing appear'd to have effected all I wifh’d: I 
| am 
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am beginning; faid Aurelia to me one Day, td 
defpife the Vanity of Cepiez as much as every 
I admir’d his Perfon———Did ever any 
Man behave in that vain-glorious manner ? 

——His Infolency to our Sex deferves no= 
thing but our utmoft Contempt.—~——Oh ! 
Alortenfius, coutinu’d foe, with the moft Seeming 
Sincerity, had I no other Obligations to you, 
than opening my Eyes to fee the Follies of 
this felf-fufficient, this audacious Man, that 
of itfelf would merit more than my utmoft 
Regard,’and I fhould die indebted to you— 
You have redeem’d my Glory and my Peace, 
and it will be the future Eitablifhment of 
them both to make you happy. 

It was with the utmoft LTranfport I heard 
thele words ; but finding fhe could ftill tall 
of nothing but Cepion, Ah Madam! faid |, 
to wean yourtelf entirely from this deftructive 
Paffion, you fhould talk of him as little as 
poffible though you now mention only 
his Faults, yet the Concern with which you 
think of thofe Faults, denotes there is yet 
a ftock of Tendernefs in your Soul, which, 
on his leaft Repentance, would rife, to the 
Ruin of Hortenfius. Think not fo meanly, 
anfwer'd fhe, either of my Gratitude or Re- 
folutions——I do not however blame your 
Jealoufy, but blufh I ever gave you caufé 
for it ; and ’tis to retrieve the Irregularities 
in my paft Conduét, that I thall be doubly 
cautious for the future. 

I began now to think my Condition rather 
to be envyd than pitied ; Aurelia behav’d for 
fome Days both to Cepion and myfelf in fuch 
a manner, as. made me believe fhe was en- 
tirely 
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tirely cur’d of her Paffion for him ; and 
that if fhe had not entertain’d thofe Emo- 
tions for me, which might properly be call’d 
Love, yet it was a Friendfhip which very 
much refembled it. But, alas! this Dawn 
of Joy was immediately o'erclouded, and 
thofe fpringing Hopes which were then juft 
beginning to flourifh im my Soul, ferv’d only 
to make me more accurft, when’ the cold 
Blafts of fudden Defpair nipp’d all their 
growing Buds, and turn’d ’em allintoa Wild 
of Defolation. 

When I thought Aurelia had entirely van- 
quith’d her Affection, a fudden Caprice in 
her Temper changed her Behaviour to him ; 
and, without vouchfafng to give me any 
Reafon for it, fhe fcarce ever fufter’d him 
from her Apartment ; whole Evenings ‘has he 
been fhut up with her and the Neice of A#- 
cenas, when Ihave been deny'd Accefs 
I complain’d to her of it, but fhe never gave 
me any other Aniwer to it, than that fhe 
was the fole Miftrefs of her own A€tions, 
and took it il! to be examin’d. Judge, my 
dear Ovid, what I could think ‘of fo ttrange 
an Alteration! The Difpofition of Cepidn 
too feem’d wholly the Reverfe of what it 
was; he no longer affected the Gharatter of 
Infenfibility, he became the moft com+ 
plaifant Man about the Court to all the 
Ladies, but to Aurelia in particular he 
paid an extraordinary Homage: In fine, 
there was nothing in the Behaviour of ei- 
ther of them, but what ferv’d tO convince 
me that I was undone; that Cepiowhad at 


laft been fenfible of ‘her Charms, and that 
fhe 
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the thought his late Addrefles of more value 
than my long Services. Diftraéted with my 
Defpair, and ftung with the moft poynant 
Griets, I form’d a Refolution to leave Rome, 
and go where I might never hear the Names 
of Aurelia or Cepion more; yet unable to 
put it in execution till I was more convinc’d, 
T obferv’d all their Motions with the ftriéeft 
Eye, and indeed had every day Proofs too fuf- 
ficient to leave for doubt, that my moft dread- 
ed Sufpicions had but too juft a ground; but 
one above the reft ferv’d to put an end to all 
the little Efforts which my Tendernefs for 

that ungrateful Woman made in her favour. 
As I was coming one Night from the 
Houfe of Paulus A2milius, which you knew 
jtands in a pretty unfrequented Place, | 
thought I faw, by Moonlight, a Slave be- 
longing to Aurelia crofs the Corner of a Walk 
before me; I ftop’d to fee which way he 
went, and prefently perceiv’d a Man, who 
had been walking among the Trees, come 
haftily towards him; and, after fome words, 
which I could not diftingnifh, they went to- 
gether the Path which leads to the Back-Door 
of Mecezas’s Gardens: ‘There I faw them 
enter, and the {peed they made, not giving 
them leave to obferve any body had fol- 
low’d, I flipt foftly after them. that pare 
you know being very dark even in Day-time, 
by the thickneis of the Trees, it was impof- 
fible for me to be difcoverd: We were 
fcarce within the Walk, when I heard Ce- 
piows Voice, for it was no other whom the 
Slave conducted. My dear Friend, faid he, 
how much am I obliged to your Fidelity and 
2 Zeal! 
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Zeal! befides the Liberty which Aurelia has 
promis‘d to give you, there is nothing in my 
ower which you fhall not readily command. 
They kept on walking pretty haftily, till they 
came to the end of the Alley ; and then, Are 
you fure, faid he to the Slave, that you re- 
member where you left her ? Yes, my Lord, 
anfwerd he, fhe waits for you in the Room 
at the end of the great 'Terrafs, which is 
border’d with the fine yellow Flowers lately 
brought from Spain. I ftopp’d at hearing 
thefe words, for fear of being betray’d by 
the Moon, being now come into a Place 
where her Beams had full room to difplay 
their Luftre ; and as foon as I thought they 
might be entred, went to the Place where 
the Slave direéted, and which I knew full 
well. Could Grief have kili’d any one, I 
had not fure outliv’d this dreadful Ren- 
counter: I got unperceiv’d to the gilded 
Wicket which fhuts in this pleafant Bow- 
er, and lift'ned attentively to what thofe with- 
in it faid. But Oh! excufe me, if I forbear 
to tell you what I heard, or the Condition 
into which it threw me, my Indignation now 
rifes atthe curs’d Remembrance—I was re- 
folv'd to interrupt thefe Lovers, and had 
certainly bathed my Hands in the Blood of 
my too happy Rival, had not my Sword: in 
drawing out entangled itfelf among the 
Leaves, which, in my difengaging myfelf 
from, made a ruftling noife, which gave thofe 
I had intended-to furprize notice that fome- 
body was near: Cepiun jump’d from a Win- 
dow down into the Road, whence it was 
impoffible for me to follow him, from where 
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{ was In the fudden Emotions of my 
Rage, I attempted it however, and ran im- 
mediately to that fide of the Garden where 
the Wall is, thinking to get over it, and pur- 
fue him ; but finding no part low enougi to 
make fuch an Attempt practicable, 1 eave it 
over, and return’d to the Tervafs, but 1 found 
the Lady was in this time got away, and 
efcaped my Reproaches. I went to her A- 
partment, refoiving not to be deny’d Admit- 
tance on any Excufe whatever, being ready 
almoft to burft with ftifled Jealoufy and dif- 
appointed Rage; but I was inform’d, not 
only by her Women and Pages, but alfo by 
all the Houfe, that fhe was gone fome time 
to Helvidia's, where fhe defign’d to ftay all 
night. | 

You, Oh Ovid! who are Mafter of the 
Art of Love, may eafily conceive what it is 
impoffible for me to exprefs: As I have told 
you the Circumftances, you will not be fur- 
prizd to hear that Reafon left me 
that there was nothing in my Thoughts 
but Fury and Defpair that I form’d 
a thoufand wild and direful Refolutions 
that Hell, or fomething more terrible than 
we believe even of that, was in my Bo- 
fom. I went not to Bed all Night, and 
in the Morning 4grippa, who did me the 
honour of a Vifit, found me in Agonies 
fuch-as thofe which in the Hour of Death 
feize on the guilty Soul the Sight of 
him augmented my Diforders, by reminding 
me of the Folly of my miftaften Fondnefs, 
which had influenced me to talk to him af- 
ter the manner I had lately done, for the 
fake 
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fake of fo ungrateful, fo perfidious a Woz 
man: Concealing however as much as was 
poffible what ‘twas J felt, and pretending 
it was only to fome Diftemper of the Bo- 
dy, that the unufual Palenefs of my Coun- 
tenance was owing, I receiv’d him with as 
much Compofure as I could: I know not, 
Said he, which way any longer to oppofe the 
Emperor’s Pleafure ; our Prator is now really 
dead, and laft Night Aurelia gave him to un- 
derftand by Tereutia, that the is willing to 
comply with his Defires concerning you. "Tis 
impoffible to tell you how much I was amaz’d 
at the latter part of this Information: Does 
Aurelia confent to marry me, my Lord? 
ery'd I. Yes, reply’d he, and exprefles as 
much Impatience for this Union, as Decency 
and the Modefty of her Sex will admit of. 
I hope, therefore, you are by this time cured 
of that Caprice which made you an Enemy 
to your own Happinefs. No, my Lord, re- 
fum'd I, very gravely, Aurelia never can be 
the Wife of Hortenfius, nor will I ever thank 
her for the Condefcenfion fhe has made 
Some Infatuation doubtlefs has poflefs’d you, 
auterrupted be, with a mixture of Surprize and 
Auger What is there to be wifh’d for, 
or admir’d in Womankind, which Aurelia pof- 
fefles not >—Has fhe not Youth, Beauty, Vir- 
tue, Wit, and Birth ?—Befide, the Emperor 
ives her to you with his own Hand, and in 
ene with her the beft Employment in the 
Empire; and you cannot,without incurring his 
moft fevere Difpleafure, refafe the Favours 
he confers on you. I have nothing to objeé, . 
anfwer'd I, with a Tone more peevifo than became 
me, 
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me, again{t the Merits of Aurela, nor thall I 
ever think of the Goodnefs of Cefar but with 
the utmoft Gratitude— but there are 
Reafons of more force than Intereft, or even 
of Love, which render me uncapable of pro- 
fiting by the Inclination he feems to have to 
make me happy I cannot without an 
Ofience to Honour receive———-Here was I 
juft about to repeat the fhameful Secret I had 
the Night before difcover’d of the Levity of 
Aurea; but as I was beginning to repeat 
the words, an unfeafonable Tendernefs for 
that ungrateful Woman ftopp’d the flying 
Breath, and tturn’d it into Sighs. dt was in 
vain that the generous Agrippa bad me fpeak 
all my thoughts without referve, I chofe ra- 
ther 'to aecufe myfelf than her, and only tel- 
ling him that I knew not what I was about 
to fay —and ‘that I shad been thinking of 
fome other thing, made him in:good earneft 
believe me to be mad. iI .am forry, :faid be, 
that it was my Fortune to recommend you 
to the Emperor, as a Perfon worthy of {uch 
fignal ‘Obligations; but fince I have, mutt 
leave it to yourfelf'to make your own Ex- 











cufe to him for acting in a manner, as if 


you thought nothing in ‘his power worthy 
your Acceptance: for my part, 1 will con- 
cern myfelf no farther in the Affair. 

IT will tell him, anfwer'd J, that Love fhould 
be reciprocal, and that I have a natural 
Averfion to Marriage, and to Womankind. 
You may act hereafter, refum’d he coldly, in 
every thing-as you pleafe—I fhall not pre- 
fume to interfere in the Affairs of a Man 
who dares affront a Lady .fo nearly ally’d to 
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Cafar—but I would not have you, after this 
Proceeding is known, expeét the F riendfhip of 
any whofe Good-will to you was occafion’d 
by an Opinion of your Wifdom or Virtue. 
He flung from me with thefe words, giv- 
ing me no opportunity of a farther Conver- 
fation. 

The Affair was immediately blaz’d about 
the Court, all my Friends reprimanded me 
in much the fame manner as Agrippa had 
done; and I could fee a malicious pleafure 
in the Faces of thofe whom I knew to be 
my Enemies. Being undetermin’d in what 
manner to palliate my Refufal of his Favours, 
T fhunn’d the Prefence of the Emperor all 
that Day, and the next receiv’d a Letter 
from Aurelia, in which fhe reproach’d my 
Caprice, as fhe call’d it, in Térms fuchas had 
like to have made me forfeit all the Refpeé I 
had for her, and related the Reafons E had 
for avoiding a Woman fo perfidious. I fent 
her no other Anfwer, than that I would ne- 
ver fee her more, if poffible, and that no- 
thing could be a greater Concern to me, 
than that there was a Man of her Humour 
in the World. This Story being told the 
Emperor by halves, and in the wort light, 
he became extremely incens’d againft me, 
and order’d his Guards to feize and condué 
me out of his Dominions, with an expre{s 
Command never to enter them again, on for- 


feit of my Life. 


Behold the whole Reafons which drew on 
me my Misfortune, and occafion’d the world 
to look on me as indifferent, and infenfible 

of 









I IP I ae 






















( 113 ) 

of Beauty's Power——but, my dear Ovid? 
how muft I blufh to own my Weaknefs 
in {pite of all I have fufier’d, in fpite of the 
known Levity, Ingratitude, and Perfidiouf- 
nefs of Aurelia, ftill does my Heart confefs 
her Charms, refufes to forget her Beauty, 
and thofe tranfporting Softnefles the Opinion 
of her Virtues once infpir’d me with 
Thate, yet love her ftill How wretched 
therefore is my State! My Soul, divided 
between the Extremes of both, permits me 
not a moment’s peace To add to my 
Misfortunes, the Man whom to avoid I 
would fly to the extremeft Verge of Earth, 
nay leap the Precipice to fhun his fight, 
comes to torment me here — Cepion, 
the detefted happy Cepion, not content to 
triumph over me in Rome, purfues me to 
Thalaffie there is on Earth no Afylum, 
ho Place of Reft for loft Hortenfius: I mutt 
now be continually expos’d to the fight of 
the only Man I hate, or be obliged to quit 
this Solitude, which is fo dear to me, and 
which I have embellifh’d fo much to my own 
Fancy, that I fhould leave it with the oreatelt 
regret imaginable. 

I know no part of your Story more vexa- 
tious than this, faid Ovid, perceiving he had 
left of {peaking, but Iam very much amazed 
to hear of his Arrival——pray how long 
has he been here? or how are you afcertain’d 
of it? He came this Night, anfwer’d Hof 
tenfius, and lies at the Houfe of Lentulus, 
which was the Caufe that he came not back 
to us a Servant of mine, who knows him 
well, 
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well, faw them together, and infornrd mé 
of it. 

So much of the Night was taken up in 
the Story of Hortenfius, that Ovid had no op- 
portunity to profecute the Defign which had 
brought him into the Gallery, and he pafs’d 
the remainder of it in the Chamber sf that 
difconfolate Roman, whotn all the Arguments 
he could make ufe of, had not the power to 
reconcile to his Fare. Early in the morning 
they, conducted the Ladies home, and at 
their return found Lentulus and Cepion with 
him, waiting tofee them. At the firft fight 
of this hated’ Rival, Aortenfius finding he 
could not mafter his Diforders, and unwil- 
ling to break the Rules of Hofpitality, flung 
himfelf into Ovid’s Chamber, they being in 
a Room which had a Paflage to it, and fhut 
the Door after him. Leutulus, entirely lov'd 
Cepion, he had acquainted him with fome im- 
portant things relatmg to his Safety, which 
was the Reafon of his coming to Thala/fe. 
He was ftruck to the Soul at the Behaviour 
of Hortenfius, and not being able to dive into 
the meaning of it, What have we done, fad 
he to Ovid, which can occafion this Treat- 
ment from Aortenfius? Cepion can beft re- 
folve that Queftion, azfwer'd he, who doubt- 
lefs is but too fenfible of the Misfortunes he 
has causd to him. I fwear, cry’d Cepion, 
very much amazed, 1 am both innocent and 
ignorant of any Injury offer'd to him 
Icame with Leutulus to vifit him and you, 
and am highly concern’d my Prefence fhould 
work Effects fo contrary to what I expe&ted. 
He once indeed imagin’d me to. be his 
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Rival in a certain Place, and I thought I had 
forgot nothing which might convince him of 
his Error; and he has fince teftify’d fo great 
an Indifference, or rather Diflike of the Lady 
in queftion, that I cannot impute his Anti- 
pathy to me to proceed from that Head. If 
one was to enquire no farther, refumd Ovid, 
one would believe Hortenfius greatly in the 
wrong; but I muft take the liberty to ac- 
quaint you, that I am let into the whole Se- 
cret of this Affair, and know you fet things 
in a light which makes them appear quite 
different from what they are in reality 
You are handfome Cepion, continu’d he with a 
Smile, and you have -improved the Advan- 
tages of Nature to the Ruin of Abrtenfius’s 
Hopes——— He is no Stranger, nor has let 
me be fuch to your nocturnal Adventure in 
the Gardens of Mecenas the private 
Conference you had with a Lady ‘in the 
Bower at the end of the Terrafs, is, I think, 
a fufficient Reafon for him to avoid the Pre- 
fence of a Man fo much happier than him- 
felf Cepion feem’d thunderftruck at thefe 
Reproaches, and lifting up his Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven, in token of Amazement, he 
cry'd out, Good Gods! what do I hear! 
What, continu'd he, after a paufe, and looking 
ftedfaftly on Ovid, does Hortenfius know that 
Story of the Terrafs? He knows it fo well, 
anfwerd he, that he was witnefs of it, and 
the noife he made was the occafion of your 
jumping over the Wail Being, by what 
he heard, perfectly convinced of your Hap- 
pinefs, he chofe, rather than difturb it, to 
endure all that Czfar’s Difpleafure could in- 

dae. Aide, 
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flict, and generoufly refus’d the proffer’d 
Hand of one of the fineft Women in the 
World, becaufe her Heart had been the 
Prize of your more prevailing Merit. Cepioz 
at thefe words advanced toward the Door 
where he had feen Horvtenfius go in ; Suffer 
me to difabufe, faid he, this worthy Roman, 
before I make any anfwer to your Railleries 
——Hear me, purfued he, raifing bis Voice 
high enough to be intelligible to him within, You 
have made yourfelf wretched by the moft un- 
jut Sufpicion that ever enter’d in a jealous 
Mind- Aurelia is far from being guilty 
of what you feem to accufe her ; fhe loves 
with Tendernefs the cruel Hortenfius, and bore 
your late Slights and Refufal of her in a 
manner which deferves your Adoration. Ovid 
imagin’d that Hortexfivs would not be dift 
pleas’d to hear what Cepioz had to fay on this 
Affair, and therefore join’d with him in en- 
treating he would open the Door, which he 
at laft did, tho’ with a Sullennefs which 
teftity'‘d he gave little credit to what Cépion 
had faid: He was no fooner enterd, than 
Ovid happening to ftand near a Window, he 
fancy’d he faw a Page of Rofalina’s walking 
backwards and forwards under it; gueffing 
that either fhe was not far off herfelf, or 
that the Boy came on fome Errand from her, 
he had no patience to ftay for the clearing 
up of the Bufinefs between Hortenfius and 
Cepion ; ‘and thinking it enough that Lentulus 
fhould be prefent at it, he ftole foftly out of 
the Room, and went directly to the Grafs- 
plat where he had feen the Page, but he 
came a moment too late, the Perion he came 
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in fearch of was juft gone; but imagining 
that he might overtake him, and learn fome 
News of his Miftrefs, in purfuing him, as 
he thought, he rambled fo far, till he came 
within fight of her Houfe: being there, he 
had not the power of returning without 
making her a Vifit; but not finding her at 
home, and being told fhe was gone to take 
the Air in a Wood near the Sea-fide, he ran 
thither, being willing to take the opportunity 
of entertaining her alone in that unfrequented. 
Place————he wander’d up and down in it 
a confiderable time, but not being able to 
find her, was about to return to learn the 
Iffue of that Conference Cepiow and Hortenfius 
were about to have together when he left 
them : but he had not gone many Paces before 
his Ears were furprized with the moft ter- 
rible Shrieks he had ever heard in his whole 
Life ; it feem’d a Woman’s Voice, and to 
come from that fide of the Wood which 
borders on the Sea: He ran thither with all 
imaginable {peed, and perceiv’d a young La- 
dy, beautiful as the rifing Morn, ftruggling 
with all her force to get froma Man, whofe 
fuperior Strength with-held her. She juft 
got loofe as Ovid approach’d the Place, and 
took her flight through the Thickets with 
prodigious Swiftnefs: Our Roman Adven- 
turer taking her Purfuer by the Arm, cry'd 
out to him, Whoever you are, who would 
offer violence to a Perfon of that Sex, which 
it is the Duty of every Man of Honour to 
protect ; know you have chofe a very im- 
proper Place to execute your bafe Defign : 


this Ifland is fill’d with Perfons of too much 
Ge- 
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Generofity to fuffer an Injury to the Fair to 
go unpunifh’d. The Man to whom thefe 
words were addrefs’d, made no other an- 
{wer to them than a deep Sigh, and imme- 
diately fell motionlefs on the Earth; which 
making Ovid more nearly obferve him, he 
imagind by his Palenefs, and fome Marks 
of Blood on his Clothes, that he had been 
dangeroufly wounded, and was fallen into a 
Swoon. Mov’d by Compaffion, in fpite of 
the ill Opinion which what he had feen had 
given him of this Stranger, he ran to the 
Sea-Side to fetch Water to recover him; 
but before he could reach half way thither, 
he faw.two Men engaged in a moft terrible 
Combat, in which one fell dead at the other’s 
feet before Ovid could come near enough to 
interpofe ; he who was the Conqueror ap- 
pear'd fo lovely and fo graceful, that he 
took him for fomething more than Human, 
but he had no opportunity of expreffing it ; 
for the other no fooner faw his Antagonift 
fall, than he ran into the Wood with a hafte 
which denoted he had fomething very ex- 
traordinary in view: ‘The Amazement which 
Ovid was in, hinder’d not his pious Intention, 
he made the beft of his way to the Shore, 
where he found a little Bark with one Man 
in it, who feem’d to wait there for fome 
Perfons ; he ask’d him if: he could give him 
any thing to carry fome Water in, to a Per- 
fon who was juft expiring at the entrance of 
the Wood: but the Fellow was incapable of 
anfwering, and made figns that he was both 
deaf and dumb ; Ovid then gave him to un- 
derftand by Motions what it was he, r¢- 


quir’d, 
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quir’d, and the Man pluck’d a Cup out of 
his Pocket, which having fil’d with Water, 
he follow’d Ovid to the Place. They join’d 
in their Endeavours to reftore the wounded 
Perfon to his Senfes ; but what they took 
but for a Fainting, prov’d a real Death. 
‘The dumb Man made a dreadful howling, 
and exprefs’d the utmoft Concern when he 
perceivd it; on which Ovid pointed to the 
other whom he had feen fall, and leaving 
him with the Bodies, ran into the Wood, in 
hope of meeting either the Lady, or that 
charming Combatant, whofe fight had fo 
much furprized him: He had not gone far 
before he faw them both, but in Poftures 
very different from thofe in which they had 
appear’d before; that Confufion, that Af- 
fright which had fat on all the Features of 
the fair Fugitive, was now exchanged for 
Looks of Scorn and angry Pride that 
noble Fiercenefs, and commanding Afpect 
which fo well became the lovely Stranger, 
when triumphant over his vanquifh’d Foe, 
was now converted to low Submiffions and 
a befeeching Air; with Sighs, with Tears 
he followd the obdurate Charmer, while 
fie, regardlefs of his Grief, flung from him, 
and, feeming fatigued with her late Flight, 
fat down at the foot of a Tree; which giving 
Ovid the opportunity of approaching her, 
Madam, faid he, as he drew near, whatever 
Adventure may have brought you here, I 
beg you will not be alarm’d at any thing; 
you will find in this Ifland Perfons both able 
and willing to defend you from any future 
Infults, and to conduct you to what Place 
{oever 
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foever you fhall command. Iam obliged to 
your Generofity, anfwer'd the Lady, but I 
have nothing now to fear; and tho’ the Per- 
fecution I now undergo, is more vexatious 
than that I have been deliver’d from, I do 
not think I need fling myfelf on the Romans 
for Proteétion. No, fair Agarithia, reply’d 
the Stranger, you need not indeed employ 
any other Weapons than your Eyes to de- 
{troy the unhappy Herreuius. The Name of 
Herrenius making Ovid look ftedfaftly on him, 
he now perceiv’d the Caufe of that Admira- 
tion he had paid him at firft fight, and that 
there was fomething fo like Rofalina in him, 
that, but for a little more Sternnefs becom- 
ing of his Sex, they fearce were to be 
known afunder. Are you not, faid he, a 
Grandfon of that Herrenius, who follow’d 
Sertorius into Spain, when opprefs’d by the 
Tyranny of Stylla? Yes, reply’'d he. Do you 
know Lentulus, refum’d Ovid, who command- 
ed the Troops in the late War again{t the 
Geies€ [have reafon to know him, faid 
Herrenius, with a deep Sigh, he had a great 
fhare in the firft: Misforrunes of my Life. 
You are in a Country then, added Ovid, 
Where you will find Acquaintance ; if you 
will permit me, I will condu@ you to a 
Houfe where there are Perfons whom you 
will not be forry to fee. The Stranger made 
a Bow of thankful Affent to this obliging 
Offer, and Ovid intreated the Lady to ac- 
company them, afluring her fhe fhould meet 
with fome of her own Sex, whofe Conver- 
{ation would be agreeable to her. She con- 
fented to ir, and gave him her hand to con- 
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duct her; Herrenius would likewife have af- 


fifted her to walk, but the puth’d him from 
her with difdain eo not to touch 
me, Traitor, faid fbe, I have already granted 
too much for my hs or for my Glory ; 
but think not I will ever look on you again, 
but with that Contempt and Hatred your 
Perfidioufnefs deferves. Cruel Agarithia ! 
anfwerd he, cannot my Tears, and the Blood 
I have thed for you, nor the Hazard of my 
Life this Day againft your Enemies, blot out 
the Memory of one Route which alfo was 
occafion’d only by a belief you were no 
more. You ought to have been afcertaind 
of my Death, vefumed d fhe fiercely, before you 
had enter Mire a fecond Paffion; but you 
were glad of that Pretence, you aes ‘d to 
be €as 4 of the Fear of my Reproa aches. 
Be witnefs for me, Heaven! cry’d he, lifting 
up his Hands and Eyes, with how much Ago- 
ny of Soul I lamented that imaginary Woe ; ; 
and if afterwards I liftned to the Infinua- 
tions of the firft Princefs in the Univerfe, ir 
cannot fure be thought by any, but the in- 
exorable Agarithia, fo unpardonable a Le- 
vity. The Title of the firft Princefs in the 
Univerfe, made Ovid turn pale; he thought 
that Epithet could only belong to the Daugh- 
ter of Auguftus: He would willingly have 
clear’d his Doubts, BY asking who he meant; 
but fearing it might be look’ d oh as a Breach 
of that Civility “he had promis d, contented 
himfelf, till ‘Lime fhould reveal the whole 
Affair. 
While Ovid was thus engaged in the 
Wood, he had little apprehenfions of what 
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was acting againft him at home; the Pago 
whofe walking under the Window déccafion’d 
his coming out, went not towards the Wocd, 
as he imagin’d, but came round to the Fore- 
door of Hortenfius’s Houfe: and happening 
to be feen by Lentulus, that jealous Lover 
immediately ran down to him, and partly 
by Bribes, and partly by Threatnings, ob- 
jiged him to relate the Bufinefs which had 
brought him there; which was no other 
than a Letter from his Miftrefs to Oud. He 
took it from him with the ttmoft jim- 
patience, and the fudden Rage he was 
in, ftiding all other Confiderations, making 
him break the Seal, he found in it thefe 
Lines. 


¥° UR Lover of ‘Thalaffie condefiends to 
kraut you that Interview you feem Jo much 
10 defire Come this Evening into the Laby- 
vinth im the middle of the Woods you cannot 
forget the Place, becaufe it is the fame where 
you once fo agreeably employ’d your Mufe 
Fail not to be there—~ every thing fbhall be 
order d for your enjoying a fecret and uninter- 
yupted Converfation with 











Yours. 


Neithex the Name of Herrexia nor Rofa-~ 
: Was tubicribed to this Letrér ; but Len- 
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whorn he had feen there that Day: Every 
thing in fine ferv'd to confirm the Suggeltions 
of his Jealoufy. A thoufand times he call d 
her ungrateful and perfidious, and vow'd 
the feverett Ravens BAe Sy eR 
furprize he was in to find he was that fecret 
Rival he had fo long endeavour'd to dilca- 
ver, together with the Rage of dilappointed 
Love, made. him utterly forgetful of every 
thing which related net to this Affair ; and 
havin ¢ no patience to return. to the Co mp a- 
ny, retir'd to indulge the various and dil 

turb’d Ideas which took pofleffion of his 
Soul, leaving Cepion and the Lover of Ay- 
relia to enjoy one another’s Converfation 
without Controll. 

When that long difcontented Lover found 
that Lentulus and Ovid had both quitted the 
Room, he imagin’d that it was done with 
defign, and that Cepiow having communicated 
fomething to Lentulus, which was improper 
for the other to be told, he had retird on 
purpofe to make Ovid do fo too; and tho’ 
he expected not to hear any thing which 
could calm the Tempeft in his Mind, or 
make him think more favourably of Aur elia, 
yet he refolv’d to Iiften with patience to 
what his Rival feem’d defirous of delivering. 
Well, Cepion, ats be, is it to triumph over, 
or comrmiferate the Misfortunes of a Man 
lefs worthy than yourfelf, that you make 
me this Vifit; when I know to which of 
thefe Motives I am indebted for the fight of 
you, I fhail the better know in what manner 
to return the Favour. Were Tas you ima- 
gine, anfwer'd he, the Lover of Aurelia, your 
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Condition would excite only my Envy: but 
as that Lady, beautiful as fhe is, had never 
any Charms for me, I muft indeed pity thofe 
unjuft Sufpicions which have render’d both 
her and yourfelf unhappy. Your feign’d 
Indifference, refum’d Hortenfius, has been 
but too much detected for me to give any 
credit to words like thofe; and if to receive 
me a fecond time into that belief, be.the bu- 
nefs of your coming, I muft inform you, in 
juftice to my own Difcernment, that Iam 
not now to be imposd on. I do not -pre- 
tend to it, faid Cepion, and confefs, that 
when I boafted an Infenfibility of Beauty, 
I was far from {peaking the Diétates of my 
Soul————I_ have lovd almof fince I was 
capable of knowing what the Paffion meant, 
and it was doubtlefs that Prepoffeffion which 
defended my Heart not only againft the 
Charms of Aurelia, but alfo that Kindnefs 
which I acknowledge fhe once had for me. 
Hear me therefore with temper, continued 
he, while I relate to you fincerely the Difpo- 
{ition of my Heart, and who it is who alone 
had ever any influence over it. 

Tho’ Aortenfius could not bring him him- 
felf to make any reply to thofe words, yet 
his Silence, and the attentive Air he put on, 
making the other believe ke expeéted the 
Performance of his Promife, he began his 
Hiftory in this manner. 
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NORCO RICE 


The Hiffory of CEPION. 


F thofe, faid he, who gave credit to my 

Pretences, were furprized at the little 
Sufceptibility I exprefs’d of Love, I was as 
much at their want of Penetration: Who 
could fee me with the fair Niece of Mecenas, 
and yet not fee that Tador’d her? It was 
a Flame which I thought would break out 
in {pite of all my Caution to conceal it 
to fuch a degree of Paffion did I love Hel- 
widia, that I wonder’d all Men did not the 
fame ; and was fometimes ready to think, 
that when any of my Acquaintance profefs’d 
a Tendernefs for another, it was no more 
than affected, and put on asa Difguife, for 
the fame Reafon as I pretended Infenfibility. 
You are not ignorant that no Perfon dard 
publickly to avow a Love for that Lady, her 
Beauty gave an umbrage to Terentia, and the 
influence fhe has over all the Aétions of Me- 
cenas, obliged him toa defign of putting her 
among the Veftals. My Niece (fatd that 
great Man, when one of my Friends, without 
naming me, endeavour’d to found his Inclina- 
tious on that fcore) is not defignd for Mar- 
riage ; and thofe who would perfuade her to 
it, would not much oblige me in fo doing. 
You very much furprize me, reply’d the Per- 
fon to whom he was talking, moft Favourites 
are pleasd with making Alhances where- 
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with to ftrengthen their Intereft, if by any 
Accident that they have with the Prince 
fhould fail. My Maxims are not like thofe 
of ordinary Favourites, refum’d he, 1 defire 
no other Fruits of Ce/ar’s Good-will. than 
the bare Pieafure of flattering myfelf with 
it: and as I defire no Advantage by any 
Alhance, whoever thinks to obtain it by me, 
will find himfelf miftaken; and to-convince 
the World of it, I fhall remove Helvidia, 
who is the only Lady under my Care, among 
the Veftals. 

This Refolution of Mecenas being publick, 
none dard to profefs a Paffion which they 
knew would not only be fruitlefs, but alfo 
render them obnoxious to one who had fo 
much the power of prejudicing them in other 
things. ©The lovely Maid, with all her ftock 
of Charms, remain’d unheeded, while Terentia; 
like the Sun of Beauty, attraéted the Devoirs 
of all the World. What Woman, confcious 
of fuperior Merit, can bear to fee herfelf 
thus treated? As little Vanity as Helvidia 
has, the afluming Power of her Aunt ren- 
der’d her difdainful of the Injury, and in- 
{pird her with a juft Contempt for all thofe 
who had declar’d a Paffion for her, and on 
the Knowledge of the Humour of Mecenas 
had withdrawn it. As I was one day en- 
tertaining her with mine, How, Cepion, faid 
fhe, do you differ from all the Courtiers of 
Augufius’s Court 2 Can you continue 
to love a Woman whom Terentia and Mecenas 
will have treated only with Indifference. 
The Tyranny of Mecenas, anfwerd £ may 
deprive a Lover of all Hopes of obtaining 
any 
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arty Rewaad of his Paffion, but can never 
oblige him who is truly fo, to change his 
Inclination that Love is weak, which can 
fubfift only on Hope, buc Cepzon in glorious 
Defpair will prove himfelf not altogether 
unworthy of the Impreffion he has receiv'd— 
That you are not to be poflefs’d, renders you 
not lefs lovely, tho’ your Adorers more un- 
happy; and I prefer the State of Martyr- 
dom to Apoftacy. This Declaration, and 
the firm Perfeverance fhe perceivd in me, 
had more effect on her than “us poffible the 
greatelt Services might elfe have had; fhe 
not only permitted me to love her, but alfo 
gave me all the ReturnsI could defire, and 
infinitely more than I expected. But all 
was managed with the greateft Secrefy ; 
and, as fhe told me fhe could not give me a 
greater Proof of her Affection, than her for- 
bidding me to make any fhow of mine, which 
would have been the way infallibly to have 
loft me————Mecenas would have been en- 
raged at the publick Difcbedience of his 
Will; he had the entire difpofal of her, and 
would immediately have forbid her accepting 
my Vifits. On this I took up the Character 
of Indifference ; and becaufe it was not al- 
low’d me to declare myfelf as I would do to 
her, I counterfeited a Contempt of all. .da- 
relia was at this time extremely intimate 
with Helvidia, but not enough to be made 
her Confidant in this Affair, nor any Perfon 
living; fhe often faid, that to be Miftrefs 
of her Secret, fhe muft keep it lock’d in her 
own Breaft: and as it happen’d, it had in- 
deed been dangerous to have reveal’d it to 
ab her: 
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ba fhe had at that time entertain’d 





thoughts of me, which I was far from de- 
fring to create, or had the leaft fufpicion 
ot Helvi lia difcover’d it, and amaz’d 


me with the News, but having the oppor- 
tunity of feeing her more frequently at the 
Apartment a Aurelia, than it was conve- 
nient for me to do at the Houfe of Meceuas, 
I forbore not my \ Vilits 5 and my being there 
fo much, ‘tis probable, “flatter'd her into a 
belief that I came on her account, and in- 
creas’d the growing Kindnefs fhe had for 
me: She at laft condefcended to reveal it 
to Helvidia ; - and that Lady told me, that it 
was with the urmoft Rendings of Soul that 
fhe now megan to perceive I took no-advan- 
tage of the Advances fhe made me; that 
fhe had i imagind my Indifference had been 
but feign’d, but that fhe now no longer 
doubted the Reality of it, and curs’d h 
felf for loving a Man fo fiupid and ingrate- 
ful. I would have you therefore, /aid that 
charming iin behave to her with fome- 
thing more regard ; {peak to her with more 
Softnefs, and let your Eyes wear a Tender- 
Refs) Sich Y would not for the Univerfe 
your Heart fhould feel for any other than 
myfelf. Alas! Madam, anfwer'd I, *tis as 
much as all the Stock of Diffimulation I am 
Mafter of can do, to ne an Infenfibility of 
your Charms: How can 1 fred perform 


the double Task of oncealing what I feel 


C 

for you, and counterfei iting what I am far 

from being fenfible of for her ? But there 

is an abfolute Neceffity for it, refum’d fhe, 

we have occafion for her Lodgings, we here 
can 
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can fee each other with more fecurity: and 
freedom than in any other Place; and to 
that excefs is now her Love and Rage: ar- 
riv'd, that fhe will certainly banifh you her 
Prefence, and by that means. we fhall be 
depriv'd ‘of the Blefing we now enjoy. It 
was in vain I repretented to her how unwor- 
thy of a Man of Honour it was to deceive a 
Lady in this manner; fhe would take no 
denial, and,-in obedience to her, I was com- 
pell’d to treat Aurelia with more Complai- 
fance. Ina few days after 1 had began to 
alter my Behaviour, the Emperor went to 
Tufculum ; and as Mecenas and Terentia al- 
ways attended him, He/vidia was obliged to 
go there too. During the ‘Time of his Ab- 
fence, I never waited on Aurelia once; had 
I been pofleffed of a lefs violent Paffion for 
Helvidia, 1 might perhaps have afle@ed one 
for the other with lefs difficulty: but when 
the Heart is once truly engaged, all the Fa- 
culties are too much taken up toadmit Hy- 
pocrify. When the real Object of my De- 
{fires was prefent, it was but direéting what 
I th quant of her to-another Perfon; but in 
her Abfence the Infpiration was want ting, i 
could oe) ther fpeak. nor look lke one that 
lov'd or like’d ; and the very thoughts that 
"twas ex Sail from me, would have ren- 
der’d me lefs capable. I ‘could not for that 
reafon prevail with myfelf to go either to 
her Apartment, or to any other Place 


where there was a probabil ity f meetin? 


7 Be 
her.- But one Evening happening te be wi ih 


fod 


fome Ladies on the Banks of the Z7der, 
Chance, or Defign, brou; ght her thither alio; 
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and:on her firft Approach 1 eafily read in 
her Countenance how little fhe was fatif- 
fied with my Proceeding ——— Some of the 
Company were reproaching me in a. gay 
manner for the Coldnefs of my Conftitu- 
tion; and fhe anfwer’d with an affected De- 
fifion, that it was lucky for me that I was 
of that Difpofition, fince fhe believd there 
were very few Women to whom a different 
Behaviour would be aeceptable: I told her 
I was perfeétly contented with my Lot, and 
we continued to picque each other in this 
manner, till what was begun in Raillery, 
ended in a kind of Rudeneis——I offer’d 
my Hand, however, to lead her to her Coach, 
but fhe withdrew from it with an Air the 
moft imperious fhe could aflume; and I re- 
turn’d to the Ladies, who I found exceed- 
ingly amazed that I had treated in fuch a 
manner a Woman of Aurelia’s Character, 
and who had the Honour to be fo nearly 
allied to the Emperor. I excufed myfelf by 
faying fhe gave the firft Blow, and fo the 
Converfation broke off. 

About a Week afcer this had happened, 
the Emperor return’d, and with him the 
Treafure of my Soul; the firft time I had 
the Bleffing of fecing her, fhe complain’d to 
me of the little Obfervance I had paid to 
her Commands, told me that fhe had found 
Aurelia in a Condition fuch as merited her 
urmoft Compaffion; and that if I would 
oblige her, I muft aétin a fafhion fuch as 
might reftore her to a greater degree of 
Tranquillity. When I came to Rome, faid 
fhe, taking the Privilege of our Friendfhip, I 
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ran to her Clofet, being told fhe was theré 
fhut up alone; I found her on a Couch, her 
Eyes flowing with Tears, and every Feature 
wild and diftorted with her inward Agonies. 
What is the meaning of all this, cry’d J, 
(both griev’d and furpriz’d to fee her in a 
Pofture fo different from what I expected.) 
It is the effect of the worft Influence of my 
Stars, reply’d fhe; 1 have been treated in 
fuch a manner by the ungrateful Cepion, that 
I blufh to think I have liv’d to bear it, and 
could tear out my Soul for ftill continuing 
to harbour one tender Thought for a Wretch 
fo unworthy of the Favour. She then re- 
lated to me all that had pafs’d between us, 
and being really touch’d with the moft ten-— 
der Compaffion for her unhappy Rival, by 
turns commanded and entreated that I would 
have the fame, and once more aét the Lover’s 
Part. What, Madam, Jfaid J, can I judge 
of your urging me in this manner, but that 
you are weary of my AffeCtions, and would 
transfer the power you have over me to 
Aurelia! No, anfwer'd fhe, with an enchant- 
ing Sweetnefs, your Heart fhall ever be dear 
to me, you engrofs all my Love ; but you 
muft allow a little room for Friendthip: I 
pity Aurelia, and would have you, without 
wronging the Paffion you have for me, flats 
ter that of her’s a little. That is the way 
to increafe it, refum'd I, and make her ftilt 
more miferable, when fhe fhall find it alla 
feint. Time, faid fhe, may work a con- 
trary Effect from what you think, nor is 
there any need of carrying things to the ex- 
tremeft Point; it is not likely her Adfairs 
S 2 will 
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will long remain in the State-they are at 
prefent; the Emperor will doubtleis provide 
a Husband for her, fhe muft per force tub- 
mit to his Command, being wholly at his 
Difpofe, and you are then eas’d at once’: 
or put the cafe fhe fhould for a long time 
live fingle, it is my Lot you know todo fo 
too; and as you have {worn never to marry 
any other Woman, you may without much 
difficulty carry on a real Amour with me, 
and a pretended one with her. I muft con- 
fefs thefe Arguments were of very little 
force with me; and I made ufe of as many 
as I could mufter up to cppofe them, and 
make her fenfible of the Dangers to which 
this Aét of Pity would expofe us: But all I 
could fay was ineffectual, fhe was deter- 
min’d to be obey’d; and as refractory as I 
was, I was obliged to comply. She carry‘d 
me with her the next Day to Aurelia’s A- 
partment, and told her that fhe had feund 
me the moft concern’d and afflicted Man in 
the world at the apprehenfions of having of- 
fended her, and made Apologies for me in 
fo handfome.a manner, that the other might 
very well confent to pardon me without in- 
curring the Cenfure of being of too for- 
giving a Difpofition. | 

~ "Thus was I perfecuted till the time in 
which you had that long Conference with 
the Emperor concerning Aurelia ; and. now 
you may be convinced 1 did not deceive you, 
when I faid no Manin Rome would more 
fincerely congratulate your Marriage with 
that Lady: 1 was fo heartily weary of aét- 
ing the Part He/vidia had enjoind me, that 
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I would have given all the World to have 
been freed frém it. I was daily complaining 
to her of it, and fhe aflured nie fhe took no 
lefs pains to cure Aurelia of her Paffion, 
than fhe had done to perfuade me to coun 
rerfeit.one, It was by her means that fhe 
heard how generoufly you had declin’d the 
Offers of Cafar; fhe was with Terentia when 
the Emperor told her of it, and came im- 
mediately with the News to Aurelia. What, 
faid that furprix'd Lady, is it not enough that 
I am compell’d by my hard Fate to love 
where I ought rather to hate, but that 1 
mutt likewife hate where moft my Love 1S 
due. Thefe Words were accompany’d with 
a ‘Torrent of Tears, and Helvidia taking 
advantage of this favourable Difpofition to- 
ward you; If, faid fhe, you could but for 
a moment refume your Reafon, how little 
Caufe would you find for thefe Complaints ! 
The Love and Generofity of Hortenfius you 
are convinced of by this Behaviour ; if you 
refufe to marry him, you may perhaps be 
condemn’d to fome one lefs worthy of you— 
You cannot hope, continued, fhe, that Cepzon 
will ever be his Choice; the great Employ- 
ments which he who becomes your Husband 
mut fill up, require a Man of more Expe- 
rience. Since then a violence muft be done 
fome time or other to your Inclinations, 1S 
‘t not better for you to attempt it in favour 
of one who loves you for yourfelf, not for 
the Advantages your Intereft with Cafar 
brings with you? Go on, my dear Hel- 
vidia, veply'd the other, in an Accent wholly com- 
pos’d of Softnefs; go on, and lay before me 
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all that I owe to the Generofity of this wor- 
thy Roman awake with kind Remon+ 
ftrances the fleeping Faculties of my forget- 
ful Soul fhow me how ungrateful I 
have been and, if poffible, infpire me 
with Sentiments, fuch as may be for the 
Advantage of his Happinefs, and my own 
Glory. 











As Cepion was in this part of his Story, 
Ovid came in, and prefented the two Stran- 
gers to Hortenfius, who tho’ not well pleas’d 
at the Interruption of what he was fo much 
interefted to hear, receiv’d them with a 
chearful Courtefy, which gave them no caufe 
to doubt their welcome, I know not, faid 
Ovid, if in the whole Courfe of the various 
Adventures of my Life, I ever felt more 
Surprize than at the fight of thefe two lovely 
Perfons ; but here is one, continued he, taking 
Herrenius ty the Hand, who has fomething 
more than the Graces of his Form to re- 
commend him to us: Behold that Herrenius, 
whofe Captivity and threatned Death, made 
the beautiful Herrenia forego her Sex's 
Fears, and clad in fhining Armour, fearch 
for Revenge on Lentulus in the middle of his 
Army. Thefe words making Cepioz loek on 
him with more attention than he had done 
at his firft Entrance, he immediately knew 
him, and there paft between them many 
Marks of a former Acquaintance and Ami- 
ty. The firft Civilities being pait, the three 
Romans thought it would be proper to find 
out Lentwlus, that he might fhare in the 
Happinefs of this meqting ; and Hortenfius 
is would 
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would needs take on himfelf the Office of 
fearching for his Friend. 

I ought to blufh, faid Herrenius to Cepion, 
when I fee three of the nobieft of the Ro- 
mans, and withal remember how I deprived 
them of a Prifoner, made fo in a fair War, 
and who had fo handfomely been treated 
by them, that had any other Motive than 
that he has to plead, induced him to leave 
them, muft have made him guilty of the ut- 
moft Ingratitude~—Here ftands, coutinued he, 
pointing to the beautiful Stranger, the too charm=- 
ing Caufe——here is the Enchantment which 
drew me from your Camp—my frft Fetters 
compell’d me to break my fecond, and again 
follow that Mafter whofe Chains I wore be- 
fore I was fubje€ted by the Romans. You 
depend too muchon my Diferetion, reply’d 
the Lady, when you believe the Prefence o 
thefe Strangers, who I know to be all Ro- 
mans, will prevent me from anfwering to 
this Declaration, which I can look on no 
otherwife than as an Infult No, parfued 
fhe, with a viftble Indignation in her Eyes, } 
will proclaim aloud all that abufed Tender- 
nefs and injur’d Innocence can di€tate to 
my Tongue ; and tranfgreffing Modefly, as 
thou haft violated Faith, make known thy 
Perjury, chy bafe Ingratitude nor will 
my Weaknefs appear lefs pardonable than. 
thy Lnfolence, when I confefs that I, a #4- 
man, have been deceiv’d by Love, and the 
betraying Wiles of falfe Herrenius ; and at 
the fame time reveal, that he, Aerreuius, a 
Roman, and Subject born to Czfar, has dar’d 
to make a Property of his Emperor, and 
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bring difhonour into the very Family of Aus 
gufius. Thefe words, like fo many Darts of 
Fire, fhot into the Soul of the jealous Ovid ; 
but concealing his Difquiet as artfully as he 
could, and defirous of knowing more. of 
what already was fo tormenting to him; I 
am better acquainted with Love-A ffairs than 
you are, faid he to Herrenius, the Ladies 
are not to be conquer'd by Argument, they 
are in general quicker at Repartees, and _ne- 
ver fail of getting the better. when the Dit 
pute is with the Man who loves, that Pa{- 
fion being denoted by no greater Symptom 
than an Incapacity of reafoning-——permit 
me therefore to plead your Caufe to this of- 
fended Charmer, who being a Perfon wholly 
indifierent, may perhaps be liftned to with 
more Moderation, and confequently be more 
fuccefsful in convincing her that you are 
lefs guilty than fhe feems, at prefent, incli- 
nable to believe. In {peaking thefe words, 
he took Agarithia by the Hand, who making | 
iio oppofition, Condué me where you pleafe, 
reply’d foe, 1 fhall rejoice to be deliver'd 
from the Prefence of that Traitor. There 
pafs’d no more between them after that than 
a refpectful Bow, which Ovid made to her, 
as he led her toward a Terrafs which over- 
look’d the Sea, where he hoped to get 
from her a full Account of that which 
he both long’d and fear’d to be affur'd 
of. But they were no fooner gone, than 
Hervenius, being inform’d by Cepion that. the 
Perfon who led her was the famous Ovid, 
follow’d them with all fpeed, and being 
come up to them, You are too well versd in 
the 
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the Art of Love not tobe fear’d, faid he 
to Ovid; nor dare I truft the fair Enemy 
with relating the Crime with which her 
Rage accufes me, and which I confefs my- 
felf in fome meafure guilty of; permit me 
therefore to give you a faithful Account both 
of my Faults, and the Circumftances by 
which I was led to commit them. What you 
propofe, anzfwer’d Ovid, is too reafonable 
not to be comply’d with, nor muft the 
charming Agarithia refufe her Confent, if 
fhe expects me to be her Friend in the De- 
cifion of this Affair. I know no Converfa- 
tion with which we can entertain ourfelves 
fo well till the return of Hortenfius and Len- 
tulus, faid Cepion, at leaft it will be the 
moft agreeable of any to me, who take a 
particular Intereft in the Welfare of this 
worthy Roman, and perceive him too much 
devoted .to thofe lovely Eyes, to find any 
room in his Soul for Satisfaction, while he 
beholds their Beams fparkle with Indigna- 
tion.  Herennius return’d this Compliment 
with a Grace peculiar to himfelf, and find- 
ing the beautiful Caufe of his Difguiet made 
no anfwer in objection to this Requeft, pre- 
pard himfelf to do as he was defir’d; and 
they all being feated on a fine green Bank, 
beneath the Shade of fome Sicamore-Trees, 
began the Repetition of his Adventures in. 
thefe Terms : 
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RARE EE eH ETI 


The Hiftory of HeRENNIUS 


and AGARITHIA. 


'HIS beautiful Lady, faid he, pointing 

to Agarithia, is of the Ifland of Lesbos, 
defcended in a direét Line from the firft 
Princes of Greece. I learn’d all my, Exer- 
cifes in the chief City of that Hland where 
the Father of Agarithia ordinarily had his 
Refidence ; there I became acquainted with 
her, and as it is hard for any’one to behold 
her, without being charm’d, my young and 
unexperienced Heart was fubdued at the 
firft fight. The Nobility of her Race were 
not favour’d by the Smiles of Forrune, and 
the Smallnefs of her Eftate was of great ad- 
vantage to my Defires, in influencing her 
Parents to oblige her to receive my Addrefles 
with lefs Coynefs than otherwife perhaps 
fhe would have done. In fine, our Mar- 
riage was in a fhort time concluded on, and 
there was nothing remaining to delay the 
Confummation of it, but my making out 


what I had told them concerning my Family 


and Fortune. To this end I took a Voyage, 
carrying one of the Kindred of Agarithia 
with me, to the Frontiers of the Getes, where 
lay that little Eftate of mine which the Mil- 
fortunes of our Houfe had left me; but at 
my Arrival fell into an Indifpofition which 
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took from me the power of returning to 
Lesbos fo foon as my Impatiencies woyld have 
made me: But as the Father of my Chare 
mer had been fully convinced, that all I had 
faid was Truth, he was refolved to difpente 
with the Ceremony of my coming to fetch 
Agarithia ; and giving her into the Charge of 
that Kinfman who had accompanied me, 
they fet out for the Kingdom of the Getes: 
which Condefcenfion I being appriz’d of, 
would no longer be confin’d by the Pnyfi- 
cians Fears; but, ftruggling with my Weak- 
nefs, embark’d in a Veflel which happen’d 
to fet fail for Lesbos, in hope of meeting the 
obliging Fair, and give her this little Tefti- 
mony of my Conftancy and Gratitude. But, 
alas! how dreadful was my Difappointment, 
when a Ship appearing on the Sea at fome 
little diftance from us, with her Cables cut, 
her Mafts torn down, and all the Signs of a 
mof terrible Diftrefs ; we fent our Long- 
Boat out to enquire the Caute, which re- 
turning to us with three or four wounded 
Men, we learn’d from them, that they had 
been boarded by a Roman Vellel, who had 
kill’d mott of their Company, and taken all 
the Paflengers Prifoners, who were to be 
carry d to Rome, difhonour’d with the Name 
of Slaves, and furnifh out the Triumph of 
fome great Man, whofe Chariot-Wheels they 
were to follow; and that among the Num- 
ber of ‘thofe unhappy Perfons, was the lovely 
Agarithia. I leave you to guefs the Condi- 
tion I was in at the recital of this fatal 
News; I return’d to the Land of the Getes, 
with fcarce fo much Remains of Reason as 
Ay to 
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to prevent my being taken for a Perfon feiz’d 
with ‘the moft violent Frenzy: I difpos’d of 
the beft Part of my Patrimony, and tho’ 
not fufly recover’d of my Indifpofition, took 
a Journey towards Rome, and hearing where 
the Overfeer of the Slaves was, fent to him 
about the Ranfom of Agarithia ; but he re- 
turnd for anfwer, that tiat Lady was too 
beautiful to be ranfom’d, and was delign’d 
as a Prefent for the Emperor. This 
piece of Cruelty made me quite defperate ; 
I put myfelf at the head of thofe Getes who 
had revolted, and forgetting that Iwas a 
Roman, pertorm’d fuch Exploits againft the 
Army of Lentulus, as render’d famous the 
Name of Rofaline, (which I then bore, and 
which had been the real one of my Grand- 
father by my Mother’s fide) Love and Ven- 
geance enabling me to do things almoft paft 
belief, no Undertaking appearing too diffii- 
cult or too dangerous: I was at laft taken 
Prifoner, and deftind to be one of thofe 
memorable Examples by which Lextulus 
thought to overcome the Stubbornnefs of 
the Rebels: You have doubtlefs heard by 
what means I was preferv’d from this Mii- 
fortune ; for Lentulus, who is indeed of a 
magnanimous and geyerous Difpofition, took 
this Occafion to give me the Name of my 
Anceftors, to hinder me from taking that 
of a Gladiator, which I was about to do: 
He offer’d me a handfome Employment in 
the Army ; and had I only been a Revel, he 
would have bound me for ever to his In- 
terefi: but I was a Lover, and that Cha- 
racter made me refolve to die, or {natch my 
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Miftrefs from the Slavery to which fhe was 
decreed. I durft not however communicate 
the leaft hint of my Paffion to Lentulus, fear- 
ing the Tendernefs my Sifter had for me, 
might make her engage him to oblige my 
{tay among them: I therefore ftole privately 
away, and one while travelling by Sea, and 
at other times by Land, according as it was 
convenient, I at laft came to the famous Ci- 
ty of Rome. ‘The Slaves were not vyet ar- 
rivd, they travell’d but flow, becaufe ‘they — 
would not fatigue them, nor impair theirBeau- 
ty ; and this gave me very great Confolation : 
I had Relations in Jéaly, to whom I defign’d 
to make myfelf known ; the Name of He- 
rennius 1 found was not quite forgotten a- 
mong the true Romaxzs ; and 1 depended, that 
on difcovery of my Family, and Contraét 
with Agarithia, 1 (hould obtain her Freedom 
from the Juftice and Gocdnefs of Auguftus. 
I was entertaining myfelf wich thefe pleating 
Ideas, while I was in the Road which leads 
from Rome to Tujculum, being told that was 
the Way the Slaves were to pafs ; when I 
perceiv'd coming from the City a magnificent 
Chariot, with Guards furrounding it; and 
{topping fhort to take a view what Perfons 
it contain'd, a young and beautiful Lady 
putting her Head out of it, caft her eyes 
upon me; and looking at me for fome time, 
and lifting up her Hands in token of Amaze- 
ment, cryd out to a Lady who fat by her, 
loud enough for me to hear her, Sure that 
is the Original of my Picture. With thefe 
words fhe commanded the Charioteer to 
Stop, and beckoning me to come near, asked 
me 
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me who I was. I am a Roman, Madam, 
anfwer’d J, tho a Stranger to my Country. 
Of what Profeffion are you, refum'd fhe? 
By Right of Birth, fatd J, a Roman Knight, 
but by the Cruelty of Fortune a Wanderer, 
and expect no end of my unhappy Adven- 
tures, till Death fhall fix me in a lafting 
Tranquillity. A Gentleman who command- 
ed the Guard prevented my faying more at 
that time, by humbly entreating fhe would 
go on, left fhe fhould incur the Emperor’s 
Difpleafure, by not making hafte to Tuf- 
culum son which fhe made a fign for them to 
pais forward, after having favour d me with 
an obliging Bow, accompany’d with a Smile, 
which difclos’d ten thoufand Graces. Full 
of Aftonifhment, I enquir’d of fome of the 
Attendants who followd the Chariot on 
foot, who that Lady was, with whom I had 
been talking. Who is fhe! faid one of them, 
furpriz’d at my Ignorance; do you not know 
the Emperor’s Daughter, the Princefs Fula, 
whofe Beauty is the talk of the wholeWorld? 

You know this Princefs, faid Herennius, 
purfuing his Narration, both of you have been 
Witneis of her Charms, nor are Strangers 
to that agreeable Sweetnefs with which all 
her Words and Aétions are accompany d, 
What Parity can there be, cry’d I to myfelf, 
between the firft Princefs in the World, 
and a Stranger of a mean Appearance, 
prefs’d down by the Weight of his Misfor~ 
tunes? Why. did the ftop me? for what 
hidden Reafon did fhe take notice of a Man 
who feems fo little worthy her Obferva- 
tion ? What Piéture can it be fhe 
men- 
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mention’d, and occafion’d fuch an Exclama- 
tion as that which the firft View of me oc- 
cafion’d? While I was arguing with my- 
felf in this manner, fcarce being able to 
think what had pafs’d was any more than a 
Dream, I met fome People, of whom en- 
quiring at what diftance were the Slaves 
who were to be carry’d to Rome, I was in- - 
form’d that thofe unhappy Perfons were 
conduéted another way. ‘This unexpected 
News obliging me to turn back, I took up 
my lodging at an Inn ; where I heard that 
the Princefs Julia had been fent by the Em- 
peror to ZufcwJum, on the account of a little 
Quarrel between her and Prince Marcellus, 
whom Auguftus intended for her Husband, 
and who by the whole Empire was already 
look’d on as fuch; but that afterward that 
Prince had thrown himfelf at the Emperor's 
feet to obtain her return ; on which fhe was 
to come back the next day. I could not 
hear this, without becoming guilty of an 
Infidelity, for which I have fince heartily 
condemn’d'myfelf ; Ambition, Curiofity, or 
Caprice, I know not to which to afcribe it ; 
for fure I am, it was not Love which ex- 
cited in me a Defire of feeing this Princefs, 
and knowing her Reafon for the’ particular 
Grace fhe had been pleas’d to confer on me: 
I made what hafte I could to Rome the next 
morning, and as foon as I had put myfelf 
in an Equipage fit to appear before her, 
went to the Palace, where I arriv’d che 
very moment that Prince Marcellus was giving 
her his hand, in order to conduét her to her 
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fowing them, I mingled with the Crond; 
fhe foon perceiv’d me, and made me the 
fame condefcending Complaifance fhe had 
done when. on the Road to Lufculum, The 
great Concourfe, with which fhe was furs 
rounded, hinder’d me from paying my Com= 
pliments to her at this time any more than at 
an humble diftance. But foon after I became 
acquainted with one of her Officers, who 
promis‘d me an Opportunity of {peaking to 
her in private whenever I would : nor was he 
lefs kind than he had promis’d; a few days 
after, he came to me, and told me fhe was 
then walking on the Borders of the Tiler, 
attended. only by two of her Maids of Ho- 
nour, and that if I defir’d an Interview, I 
could not chufe a fitter Seafon. I delay’d 
going no longer, than to make him thofe Re- 
tributions fo extraordinary a Civility re- 
quir’d ; and found her in that Solitude he 
had defcribed. She perceiv’d me while I 
was at a good diftance from her, and walk’d 
forwards to meet me, with thefe words: ] 
think, faid fhe, in the moft obliging Accent, 
that you are that Roman Knight I faw fome 
few days fince in my Journey to Tufculum 2 
Yes, Madam, aiefwer'd J, Tam the Man, who, 
charm’d with your divine Goodnefs, would 
willingly devote all my future moments to 
the acknowledgment of it. I doubt not of 
your Gratitude, refum’d fhe fmiling, Infen- 
{ibility is feldom the Inhabitant of a Form 
like your's. She made me many other Com- 
pliments, which doubtlefs were excited by 
no other Motive than that Complaifance and 
Affability which is ordinary to her; but 
which 
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which would look like the higheft Vanity in 
me to repeat. After fome little Converfa- 
tion of things indifferent, fhe obliged me to 
relate the Hiftory of my Life, which having 
obey’d her in, with all the exa€tnefs I was 
able, fhe feem’d extremely mov’d at it; and, 
{peaking of my Sifter’s Adventures, and the 
means fhe had taken to procure my Liberty ; 
I could never endure Bravery in Women, 
faid fhe ; that is the Property of the other 
Sex, and always thought it ill placed in ours, 
‘Jet what colour foever be put upon it: but 
yet the Enterprize of Herenuia appears fo 
truly heroick, that I not only excufe, but 
very much applaud her Courage and Refo- 
jution : I am charm’d with her Behaviour, 
and will ferve you in every thing in my 
power for the fake of that agreeable Un- 
known.———Here fhe ftop’d, feeing Prince 
Marcellus coming toward us; and as I was 
taking my leave, I have time now, faid fhe, 
to add no more than that I would have you 
come to me to-morrow. 

This Excefs of Gocdnefs from the great- 
eft Woman in the Univerie to a Man with- 
out Friends, Support, or Recommendation, 
fill’d my whole Soul with Admiration——= 
I confefs, and have often, too fincerely for 
my own Intereft, confefs’d to the refenting 
Agarithia, that I was charm’d and dazzled 
with the Beauties and Condefcenfion of that 
incomparable Princefs ; but 1 appeal to Love, 
and to thofe Powers which oniy know the 
Heart, if at that time I had any view in 
introducing myfelf to her, but that of de- 
livering 4garithia by ber means; But I had 
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(ad reafon that fame day to fear the delight 
fal Schemes I had form’d in my Mind for 
that Purpofe, were wholly fruitlefs: a Per- 
fon who came from thofe who had the care 
of the Prifoners, brought word, that thofe 
of them who appear’d moft deferving, were 
put into a Ship by themfelves, and by ftrefs 
of Weather were caft away, and that thofe 
who were coming to Rome were only the 
‘nferior fort: I ask’d prefently if a young 
Grecian Lady, call’d Agari:hia, were among 
the Number ; to which they anfwer’d, that 
they knew not the Names of any of the 
Perfons, but that if fhe was a Woman of 
DiftinGion, fhe was certainly loft. The 
Grief with which 1 was feiz'd at this Infor- 
mation, is not to be conceiv’d ; and when in 
a few daysafter it was confirm’d, I was about 
to lay viclent hands on my own Life ; nothing 
could have prevented me from fearching in 
another Werld that adorable Objet which 
I believ’d was no longer to be found m this, 
but the remembrance that lhad a Sifter, 
whole Teridernefs to me I had experienced, 
and who I ought not to deprive of a Bro- 
ther, who might fome time or other be of 
fervice to her. 

In the Condition I now was, all Confide- 
ration of the Princefs Fulia was loft ; and I 
th: ught of nothing but returning to Herennta. 
I went out one day with a refolution of 
finding fome Conveniency to take a Voyage 
to her; but happening to pafs by the Pan- 
theon, 1 faw the lovely Daughter of Auguftus 
coming out of it; fhe perceiv’d me almoft 
as foon as I had caft my eyes on her, and 
or- 
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order’d fome of her Attendants to call me: 
How happen’d it, faid fbe, that you did not 
come to me as I commanded you to do? 
Madam, anfwer'd I, burfting into a Flood of 
ungovernable Grief, 1 have now no occafion 
for the Proteétion your Goodnels offer’d me ; 
Agarithia, tor whofe fake alone Lite and 
Liberty were Bleffings,.is now no more ; and 
I have devoted all the remainder of my 
wretched Days to a Melancholy, which would 
ili become the Gallantry of tie Court of 
Rome. Is it poffible, refuin’d fhe. that you 
can fo deeply regret the Lofs of a Perfon 
whom you look’d on as your Wife? I ne- 
ver heard you had an Affair with Agarithia 
of that nature, which alone has the power, 
in my opinion, to fectle a lafting Paffion in 
the Heart ; you faw her-——you liked her—- 
demanded her in Marriage-———ard had her 
own and Parents Confent—but all this hap- 
pen’d with too much eafe and fuddennets to 
make thofe tender Impreffions properly call’d 
Love. I confefs, 1 thought thefe fore of 
Arguments pretty odd, efpecially from the 
mouth of a Lady; by our Sex they are in- 
deed too frequently made ufe of, but I al- 
ways thought it the Intereft of the other to 
veafon in another manner: I forbore, how- 
ever, giving her any Tettimonies of my Sur- 
prize, and made her only fuch anfwers as 
were conformable to the real Grief I was 
in ; at which the feem’d not perfectiy pleas’d ; 
and interrupting me in the middle of my 
Declarations of that indelible Affection I 
muft for ever feel for even the remembrance 
of Agarithia ; Well, well, cry’d fhe, we'll al- 
J 2 low 


SOPSCCCPPOP DOTS D i 


CL EODODPSOPPOCPCOPSECTCPOIRSCRD ODD SD 


aS: eee ale 


Pome GF 


Sn a er A NS 


ote i 


—- 











































a a oe a a a 





* £148 ) 


low you to think of her with pity, but can- 
_ not be fo unjuft to you, as not to do every 
thing in our power to alleviate a Melan- 
choly which would be ineffectual to retrieve 
her, and deprive the World of fo great an 
Ornament to it as Herennius. I muft have 
you continue in Rome, (purfued fhe, with a 
Perfuafion in her Voice, which I could not have 
been Man without feeling the Effects of, thrill 
even to my inmuft Soul) it looks as if Heaven 
had defign’d you for my particular Care, 
when I met you on my way to Tufculum 3 
our Court abounds with Ladies, with whom 
you may amufe yourfelf, and in time the 
Idea of Agavithia will give place to new 
and more attainable Defires you know 
not how far Fortune and your own Deferts 
may influence the Heart of fome Beauty not 
lefs worthy of your Love than the deceas'd 
Charmer you fo much lament. Alas! Ma- 
dam, anfwer'd I, thofe are Hopes which are 
far diftant from my View. I will not fuffer 
ou to go, however, added fhe, till you have 

made the tryal; you fhall increafe the Num- 
ber of thofe Knights who are receivd into 
my Train without any mercenary Reward ; 
and, when enter’d into my Service, leave 
the thoughts of your future Fortune to my 
Care. What could I do, what could I al- 
ledge againft an Offer fo obliging, fo vaftly 
condefcending ! Ingratitude I had been 
taught to look on as the worft and moft 
difhonourable of all the Vices which taint 
Humanity, and thought, without being guil- 
ty of ittoa very high degree, I could not 
refute the Attendance fhe requird: I ae. 
ore 
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fore obey'd; and tho’ it was at firft with a 
kind of unwilling Willingnefs, yer being be-. 
come part of a Family in which an eternal 
Gaiety went round in one continued Circle, 
in a little time my Melancholy began to a- 
bate; and I gave way to the Pleafures 

which every where met my Eyes and Ears. 
One day happening to be in the Princefs’s 
Clofet when there was no other Company 
with her than a Lady, whofe Name is Su/- 
pitia, and who is her chief Favourite, I faw 
a Piéture lying on the Table, on which caft- 
ing my eyes, I perceiv'd at the firft View 
that it was my own, and the fame which, 
having fome little skill in Painting, I had 
drawn myfelf at Lesbos, and made a prefent 
of to Agaritiia at the time I addrefs’d her. 
Never was any Surprize fuperior to that I 
felt at the fight of this Picture, not being 
able to imagine by what means it was 
brought there. She prefently obferving the 
Alteration in my Countenance, | find, faid 
foe, you know this Pourtraicture, and I ima- 
gin’d, the firft time I faw you, that you 
muft be acquainted with it. Nothing can 
be more certain, Madam, anfwer’d J, than 
that it was drawn for my Refemblance; 
but by what Accident it has obtain’d the 
Honour of fo glorious a Repofitory, is an 
Enigma which I am not at prefent able to 
comprehend. If the Perfon who brought 
it hither, faid Sulpitia laughing, could have 
forefeen the effeétit would have had, he would 
have taken care to have eternally conceal’d 
it. The Princefs blufh'd extremely at this 
Difcourfe of Sulpitia’s, and turning away 
her 
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her Head in a kind of Refentment, Will you: 
never have done talking of a Man, faid fhe 
to her, who has already created but too 
much Diftafte between us 2>—-——— Was it not 
encugh that his Prefence was fatal to our 
Friendfhip ? muft be in Abfence alfo tri- 
umph? Alas! my Princefs, reply'd that La- 
dy, if my Converiation to-day offends you, 
it will be from a different Caufe than the 
laft ; and indeed ’tis impoffible to think how 
Love fometimes difappoints the Lover's Pru- 
dence: Here is the Picture of a beautiful 
Youth leaning his Hand upon a Cupid's 
Shoulder, while the little Deity is bufily em- 
ploy’d in flicking his Breaft thick over with 
his Shafts; a Man the moft perfeétly vers’d 
in Love of any in the World gave you this 
Picture, conjuring you, as often as you faw 
it, to remember the Force of that Paffion. 
You have comply’d with his Defires, and 
having now before you the Original, are not 
well pleas’d to be told of the Hfecéts. You 
will be always carrying your Reflections to 
their full length, cry'd the Prince/s, clapping 
her Hands upon her Mouth, \et us talk no more 
of what this Pi@ure has produced, nor of 
the Effects it has had, nor of the Man who 
gave it. 


Herenuius was interrupted in this part of 
his Difcourfe by a Slave belonging to Ovid ; 
this Boy came running on the Terrafs: Oh 
ye juft Gods, cry’d he, 1 thank you that the 
dreadful News is falfe!. What is it you are 
talking of, faid Ovid? and what excufe 1S 
there for difturbing us in fo abrupt a mane 
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ner? My Lord, reply’d he, 1 am not yet re~ 
coverd from my Fright I was walking 
along the Shore to a Place where I had 
heard the clafhing of Swords, and meeting 
Tifienus in the way, Go, fazd he, bury your 
Mafter, who has now receiv’d the juft Re- 
ward of all his Crimes. I was perfectly ftu- 
pefy’d at thefe words, and’tho’ I faw him 
walk haftily away as foon as he had {poke 
them, yet had I not the power to follow 
him ior an Explanation. The moment Grief 
and Surprize would give me leave, 1 ran to 
the Houfe of Hortenfius, and being informd 
that you were on the Terrafs, in company of 
the beautiful Strangers, came hither, where, 
thanks to Heaven, I find you in a Condition 
very different from that which I was made 
to fear you were. Cepion and Ovid look’d 
one upon the other while the Servant was 
fpeaking, imagining there muft be fomething 
extraordinary, which had occafion’d Tifienus 
to make this Report, but found themielves 
at a lofs to guefs what it could be, when 
Hlovtenfius approaching haftily the Place they 
were in, eas’d them of part of their Per- 
plexity, by telling them, that having been 
in fearch of Lewtulus, he had met that noble 
Roman carry’d between his weeping Servants 
into his Houfe, in all appearance either dead 
or dying. ‘This News cover’d all who heard 
it with Grief and Amazement ; Cepion flew 
like Lightning to fee the laft of one he lov'd 
fo well, and all the Company following with 
all imaginable fpeed, they met at the Court- 
yard of Lentulus's Houle, Adiamante, He- 
vennia, and the beautiful Daughter of Le- 

pidus. 
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pidus. Young Herennins knew his Sifter im 
mediately by the light of the Flambeaux, 
and running to her with open Arms, He- 
ryennia! my dear Sifter, faid he to her, how 
unexpected a Bleffing is it to meet you in 
this Ifland! She ieem’d at firft ftrangely 
furpriz‘d at his Behaviour, but foon calling 
him to mind, and the Name of Sifter con- 
firming her that it was indeed no other than 
Herenuius; On my for ever-dear, long-loft 
srother, cry'd fhe, throwing herfelf upon his Bo~ 
fom, and at the fame time bedewing his Face 
with ber Tears; in what a fad Condition do 
you find me! It was not in her power to 
iter more, the mingled Paffions of Grief 
and Joy took from her the Ufe of Speech. 
The Tendernefs he knew fhe had for Leutu- 
dus, made him not wonder at the Concern 
he faw her in; and deferring any farther 
Marks of his Satisfaction in feeing her, they 
ail went together into the Chamber of Lentu- 
Jus, who they found on a Couch furrounded 
by his Servants and a skilful Surgeon, who 
he had brought with him from the Army : 
He was juft recover’d from a Swoon, occa- 
fion'd by the great Quantity of Blood he had 
loft. His Wounds being fearch’d, there ap- 
pear'd one a little above the Heart, which 
feem’d to have been given him by a Dagger ; 
Herennia ftood by while it was binding up, 
and judging by the Countenance of the Sur- 
geon that it was extremely dangerous, if 
not mortal, fent forth a great fhriek, and 
had like to have fainted in Adiamante’s Arms. 
Lentulus feebly turning his Eyes toward the 
Place whence the Cry came, perceiv'd He- 
renkia, 
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yennia, rather dead than alive. Alas! Ma- 
dam, faid he, in a weak and_fcarce intelligible 
Voice, is it for me, or the Difappointment of 
your Affignation, that thefe precious Tears 
are fhed. ‘This Reproach redoubled the Af- 
fliction of that Lady, and turning to Guna, 
Behold now, faid fhe, what you have cott 
me ; when I was told by the Slave, that my 
Letter to Ovid had pafs’d through the hands 
of Lentulus, Lapprehended fome fatal Con- 
fequence would enfue: but tell me, coutinued 
fhe, tenderly looking on Lentulus, had I not 
Intereft enough in your Heart to counter- 
balance a weak and {mall appearance of In- 
fidelity 2>=———What_ have I done? what 
have I faid, fince I have known you, which 
could make you think me capable of altering 
my firft Refolutions, and deviating from the 
Promife I made of never loving ought of 
Mankind but Leutulus 2? Ovid having heard 
himfelf named when fhe was upbraiding Fu- 
nia, drew near, and was beginning to ena 





quire of Herennia the Subjeét of their Dif-_ 


courfe ; but that difconfolate Lady turning 
her Head another way, and pufhing him from 
her, I beg you would not {peak to me, faid 
foe, you are the Caufe of all my Woes, and 
the fight of you increafes them. Ask Fuma 
what you want to be refolv’d in, and fhe 
will tell you. 

The Surgeon, perceiving thefe Difcourfes 
difturb’d his Patient, defir’d they would fer-= 
bear ; on which all this noble Company re- 
tired into another Room, impatiently waiting 
the Succefs of fome Prefcriptions which the 
Man of Art had order’d for their wounded. 
Friend. x dtaxio 
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vern’d by his Genius, and no- 
thing aéted there without his having a part 
in: it. 

The Empéror having for fome days been 
wholly taken up with his Refentment againtt 
his Daughter, had not time to think of the 
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Duel between Craffus and Ovid ; but after- 
wards reflecting ferioufly upon it, and con- 
fidering the Time and Place where it was 
fought, he imagin’d it could be no other 
than the rath Effeéts of Love and Jealoufy ; 
and prefently believing that the Charms of 
Julia had influenced both thefe Knights 
with the fame Paffion, he was no lefs en- 
raged at the Prefumption of Craffus than he 
had been with that of Ovid, and fent imme- 
diately to have him feiz’d with all his Pa- 
pers, which latter he ordered to be brought 
before him: But tho’ on perufal of them, 
he found nothing of that which he expected, 
yet he learn’d from them feyeral things con- 
cerning other Affairs, in particular one 
which for fome time fill'd him with the ut- 
moft Inquietude. Among a great number 
of amorous Verfes infcribed to the Namele/s 
Divinity, he found fome which convinced 
him that it was not Yulia but Terentia was 
meant by that Title ; and if he was before 
incens’d at the belief that he had dar’d to 
lift his eyes fo high as his Daughter, he was 
infinitely more fo, to think he had done it to 
a Perfon whom all the World look’d on as 
the Miftrefs of his Sovereign. To confound 
this Royal Searcher the more, he found the 
Fragments of a Letter written in a Cha- 
racter to which he was wholly a Stranger, 
atid contain’d the following Lines : 


Mit nothing in your power to cure your 
Friend of this unavailing Paffion: The 
Heart of Verentia is fil?d with au Objett which 
can never be erasd. I dare not truft his Name 
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to Paper; but let it fuffice, that tho it is not 
the Perfon you imagine, it +s one whofe Merits 
ave too great to fuffer the Tendernefs fhe has 
for him to be efteem’d a Weakuefs——-Fate 
atfelf takes the part of this illuftvious Lover ; 
and the united Charms of all Mankind befide, 
would be ineffectual to move her to one relenting 


Sigh. 





Never were the Pangs of Jealoufy more 
infupportable, more terrible to be borne, 
than thofe which invaded the Soul of Azv- 
guftus at reading this: He could not apply 
the Character of this Favourite-Lover to 
himfelf, becaufe his Paffion for Terentia was 
no longer a Myftery; nor would the Per- 
fon who wrote that Letter have had occa- 
fion to conceal his Name, or feem’d to fear 
any Danger of the Difcovery. 

He went down, defigning to indulge his 
Difcontent, and ruminate on this Affair in 


the Palace-Gardens ; but happening to meet - 


Agrippa there, who, both on the account of 
his many Victories abroad, and prudent 
Management at home, was juftly dear to 
his Efteem ; he bid him follow him into a 
Grove of Jeflamins, where being feated, af- 
ter a fhort fpace of filence, Agrippa, faid he, 
have you never yet been fenfible of the 
Power of Beauty ? may one believe you are 
in reality as indifferent to the Ladies as vor 
profefs yourfelf 2 So wunlook’d for a De- 
mand very much furprizd the Perfon to 
whom it was made, and being willing to 
wave the Difcourfe, My Lord, reply’'d he, I 
fhould with juftice incur the Difpleafure of 
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that Sex more than. I have already done, if 
I affected to treat them with lefs Refpect 
than my Heart is inclinable to feel 

but the Cares of Empire, continued he, take 
up too much of your Mind to leave a va- 
cancy for Converfations fuch as thefe 
Gudea and Cappadocia ask for Kings at your 
hands, the Armenians complain of the Sevé- 
rity of their Rulers, and we learn from the 
Parthian Ambafladors, that things are car- 
ry'd on at that Court with the utmoft Mif- 
management. Let us leave Matters of State 
to another time, éuterrupted the Emperor 
haftily, 1 have at prefent fomething which 
touches me more nearly ; Zerentia is falfe to 
the Tendernefles fhe profefles——fome new 
Favourite, who perhaps has no other Merit 
than Variety, has made this ungrateful Wo- 
man forget what fhe owes to the Mafter of 
the Univerfe.— I am fenfibly afflitted 
at her Inconftancy, would fain find fome 
Friend to whom I might impart that Weight 
of Anguifh which opprefles me, and fhould 
be glad to know you were enough fufcep- 
tible of the foftning Paffion to make a wor- 
thy Confidant in an Affair fuchasthis. 1 
need not, my Lord, faid Agrippa, be ac- 
quainted with that Paffion, to be truly fen- 
{ible of any Uneafinefs which happens to 
my Royal Mafter; but permit me, with 
Submiffion, Sir, to fay, that I am almoft 
certain your Sufpicion is an infinite injuttice 
to the Wife of Mecenas. No, my.Lord,. pur- 
fued he with the greateft earneftnefs, Terentia 
never loy’d any one but Cafar ; and all Ap- 
pearances which would perfuade you to the 
coll 
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contrary, are deceitful, and wrong her Vir- 
tue as they do your Peace. Read this Pa- 
per, vefumed the Emperor, giving into bis hands 
the Fragments of the Letter he had found, and 
judge when you have done, if Tam guilty of 
injuring Terentia, or not. t Mare, Mpa 
Agrippa redden'd extremely at the fight 
of this Letter, and pondering with himfelf 
for fome time what anfwer he fhould make, 
at laft took up the refelution of dealing as 
clearly as poffible in this Affair. I may, 
perhaps, my Royal Lord, faid he, forfeit 
that Favour with which you have fo pro- 
fufely honour'd me, by what Iam going to 
relate : Your Heart, both as a Sovereign and 
a Lover, muft be dangerous to touch, nor 
can it be done without the utmoft hazard ; 
but I would die ten thoufand Deaths, ra- 
ther than fuffer you to continue one moment 
in this Perplexity, when itis in my power 
to eafe you of it. Hear me, therefore, Sa- 
cred Sir, with. patience, when I again af- 
fure you, that Terentia is true as Heaven it- 
felf; and that you may be convinced I am 
acquainted with the whole Affair, know, it 
was no other than myfelf whom Craffus was 
defir’d in this Letter to cure of my unavail- 
ing Paffion. You! cry’d the Emperor; are 
you alfo my Rival? | Far be fuch an impious 
Prefumption from my Soul, reply’d Agrippa, 
proftrating himfelf upon the Earth, in low Sub- 
milion; nor will my Love appear unjuftify’d, 
when you fhall know the Steps I took to 
preferve myfelf from even a With to fin a- 
gainft you in the manner you make mention 
of : Therefore, as I have related my Crime, 
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I hope from the Goodnefs of Cafar to have 
his ear for my Defence alfo. 

This Story too much concern’d the Em- 
peror, not to make him impatient for the 
recital of it, and raifing him from the Earth, 
he made him fir down by him on a Seat 
which was placed in the Grove, and then 
commanded him to begin what he had to 
fay, and to be as particular as poffible in 
his Narration ; which the other afluring him 
he would, thus fatisfied the jealous Curiofity 
of his Emperor. 


EERIE 


The Hiftory of AGRIPPA. 


ie ill not pretend, faid this worthy Roman, 
to juftify before your Majefty the Paffion 
I had for the Wife of Mecenas ; he is one of 
my moft intimate Friends, he deferves the 
efleem of all who know him, and had he 
no other Qualification than,the. Favour with 
which he is honour’d by you, that alone 
would be fufficient to make him be reverenced 
by the whole Empire: But alas! where are 
the Reafons which can mafter Love ? how in- 
effectual are all Arguments to tame Defire, 
or rob Beauty of its Force ? Terentia .has 
Charms from which nothing but the know- 
ledge that Cafar’s Approbation of them had 
made it Sacrilege for any other to invade, can 
defend the Heart ; and of that I was intirely 
ignorant, when firft this fatal Fire took pol- 
feffion of my Soul. 
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— Toconfefs I thoupht myfelf fo guilty to my 
Friend, that 1 took all tmaginable care to 
keep the Secret clofe lodg’d within my own 
Byeaft, making no one the Confidant of my 
Crime, till the Penetration of Ovid difco- 
ver'd it in fpite of all my Caution: We 
were walking one day on the Banks of the 
Tiber, where he was repeating fome Verfes 
to me he had lately made; Terextia, who 
with fome other Ladies had chofen tnat 
Place for an Evening-Walk, happen’d te 
pafs by us: at fight of her, the amorous 
Bard left off his Poetry, and fell into a Profe 
Exclamation on her Beauty : Heavens! cry’d 
he, what different Graces join to adorn that 
lovely Woman ! ‘What a commanding 
Air! what Majefty! yet with what Sweet 
nefs is her every Motion accompanyd! Can 
any thing be more beautiful than her Mouth ! 
more dazzling than her Eyes! Like thofe 
unhappy Wretches whom fome prevailing 
Agitations have driven into Madnefs, avoid- 
ing all Difcourfes on the Caufe, conceal 
their Malady : So IJ, not talking of Terentia, 
had artifice enough to difguife the Influence 
of her Charms; but thus animated by the 
words of Qvid, it grew too mighty for 
reftraint, difdain’d the Boundaries my Pru- 
dence had fet on it, and fhow’d itfelf a 
thoufand ways to the diligenc Obferver. 
You praife her but by halves, cry'd I, how 
infinitely fhort of what fhe is do you de- 
{cribe her! There is fomething in Terentia 
above the reach of all but Imagination——— 
fomething fo irrefiftibly enchanting, fo di- 
vine, that we can no more than adore, and 
Y wonder 
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wonder at her Charms; to {peak ’em is im- 
poffible, and he that would attempt it, but 
difcovers his own Inability, and injures her 
fuperior Worth—O Ovid ! continued I, thou, 
fo well skill’d in all the Eloquence of Love, 
did e’er the God infpire the Voice with 
fofter, fweeter Harmony, than that which 
hangs on every Accent utter’d by Terentia, 
even in her moft ordinary Converfation ! 
Is not the moft common Phrafe made rich by 
her pronouncing it! How does her Wit at 
once tranfport and confound our greateft 
Orators! How different is fhe in every 
thing from other Women! how’ free from 
all their Foibles! and how far furpaffing in 
thofe Perfeétions which they think a Privi- 
lege for Vanity! What anew Life does her 
all-chearing Prefence bring along with it! 
What Heart fo dull that feels not a fudden 
Spring of Joy when fhe appears, or can re- 
fume its Gloom till fhe departs! | With 
what unmeaning, unafiected Glances we 
throw our eyes on other Objects, but with 
what Zeal and Stedfaftnefs do we rivet them 
on her! Terentia alone makes Life, or Light, 
or Sight, a Bleffing. I know not how long 
I fhould have run on in thefe wild Hyper- 
boles, if Ovid had not interrupted me in 
this manner. Enough, enough, faid he 
laughing, \ need no more to convince me 
that I was not deceivd in my Conjectures, 
when I imagin’d that fuch a Man as Agrippa 
could not have the opportunity of enter- 
taining every day the Wife of. Mecenas, 
without. being touch’d with her Charms. 
You carry things too far, Ovid, reply’d J, 
alfhamed 
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afhamed and vexed at having thus betray'd my- 
Self to his notice; when I look on Terentia as 
the Wife of Mecenas, that Thought puts a 
ftop to Bhe influence which elfe, “tis poffible, 
fhe might obtain over me. ‘That thought, 
in my opinion, refum’d Ovid, fhould rather 
add more Vigour to your Withes; Mecenas 
is one of the moft accomplifh'd Men cf che 
Age, he marry’d Terentia meerly through 
Inclination ; he continues to love, and is ex- 
tremely belovd by her: What then could 
afford fo nice and delicate a Pleafure, as to 
be able to fupplant fuch a Man in her Af- 
fe€tions? Ambition here joins the fofter 
Paffion, and both together, methinks, feem 


too powerful an Excitement to be refifted, — 


where a juft Confcioufnefs of one’s own 
Worth gives room to hope Succefs. I have 
often been furprized, that Auguflus never 
had a defire to prove this Satisfaction, and 
cannot help believing he is kept from it by 
any other Reafon, than thar the Cares of 
State leave him no Jiberty to think of it as 
another’ Man would do. Let us talk of 
the Emperor, fard L, willing to put an end to 
this Difcourfe, no otherwife than we do of 
the Gods, that is, without making any pro- 
phane Application; the Emperor's Inclina- 
tions all anfwer to the Ideas of thofe He- 
roick Virtues he is mafter of: but what 
feems Praife on a Subject, takes another 
Character when apply'd to a Prince; there- 
fore, to be fure of being in the right, we muft 

never {peak of him but in general Terms. 
Ovid had too much complaifance to con- 
tinue a Converfation which he found I was 
; p ay ga not 
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not pleas'd with; we talked of other Af- 
fairs, and then parted: but what he faid to 
me, had made fuch an impreffion on my 
Mind, that I could not get rid of itg The 
great Merit of Mecenas, which had hitherto 
ferv’d as a Bridie to curb my Paffion, now 
ferv’'d to fpur it on; and I wanted nothing 
but an Opportunity to acquaint Tereniza 
with the power fhe had over me, and to 
make her an offering of my Heart. The 
next day enfuing that in whieh I had held 
this Difcourfe, with Ovid, I furpriz’d her 
careffing her Husband, he being jutt going 
out of doors as Icame in; the fight of her 
‘Tendernefs for him gave me a difquiet 
which I was {carce able to; conceal, and half 
in raillery and half in earneft, made her 
ome little reproaches on her difcovering fo 
much Paffion for him. You knew not what 
you fay, Agrippa, reply'd fhe, a Woman 3§ 
fo unhappy in being obliged to feign a Ten- 
derneis for a. Husband fhe does not love, 
that fie ought, for her own, eale, if no 
more, to endeavour to create im herfelf a 
real one for him. What neceflity is there, 
Madam, vefum'd FE, to dillemble Love ter a 
Husband > We fee Ladies that are difcreet 
confine all the Affection they have for a Man 
of thar Character to. a, Complaifance. Co 
a Complaifance ! cry’d out “Terentia 3 think 
you thee is no more owing to the Marriage- 
Tye than Ciyility without Love? 
What, muft we thus. pafs our Lives with 
Husbands, receive their Endearments with 
a cold Indifference, feem unafiected’ wath 
every thing they fay. or do, and. repay. their 
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Fondnefs with Contempt and Sullennefs ?——— 
No, no, Agrippa, that Thought ftrikes me 
with the utmoit Horror ; a Woman mult 
love her Husband, or prepare to undergo 
the worft Punifhorent a generous Soul can 
fufer. Bur ftll, Madam, faid J, there is 
a Medium between thefe two Extremes; @ 
Woman ougat to efteem what is praife- 
worthy in a Husband, nay, ought to love 
him. too, but then it fhould be with thae fort 
of Love as we regard a faithful. Friend ; 
and. that commonly leaves a vacancy in the 
Heart, which moft Ladies fill up with the 
Idea of a prudent Lover: by this Rule, 
therefore, you may love, your Husband with- 
out being fond of him, allow him. fome- 
thing more than that Complaifance alone 
which feems fo terrible to you, and at the 
fame time not rob the Man who adores 
you.of any part of thar Gratitude you owe 
his Paffion: I {peak only of the Heart, Ma- 
dam, purfued 1, perceiving (be grew uneafy at 
my Difcourfe, and when our Ideas are con- 
fin’d to that alone, one may give ‘em, with- 
out any danger, a vait extent. 

Some Ladies coming in that moment, put 
a ftop co our farther Converfation on this 
Subject ; but two days after, Terentia gave 
me to underftand at the Princefs Fulea’s, 
that fhe had thought of it. They were 
praifing me there for having reconciled the 
Prince{s Scridovia tothe Emprefs. That Af 
fair did not coft me much trouble, faid I; a 
little Aidvice, which that Princefs. did me 
the honour to take, foon brought it about. 
Your Advice, indeed, aufwer'd ‘Yerentia, 
carries 
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carries a great force with it, and it feems 
as if Heaven gave a peculiar Succefs to eve- 
ry thing you attempt that way. Can I de- 
pend on that, Madam, refixm’d I, looking fted- 
faftly on her, and is it poflibie that all my 
Difcourfes have had that effeét you {peak 
of? I know not, faid Terentia, whether 
you have taken fo much pains in every thing 
as you have done about the Princefs Scribo- 
ma; but I find, whether it be by chance 
or otherwife, that your Counfels make 
great impreffions on the Hearts of thofe 
to whom they are direéted. Who would 
not have thought, my Lord, but that thefe 
words flatrer’d the utmoft of my prefuming 
Hopes ? But that not being a Place in 
which it was proper to indulge the prefent 
Raptures they afforded, I went to give a 
loofe to Meditation in. the Gardens of La- 
culus, where happening to fee Ovid, who 
by accident was there, he ask’d me if I had 
met any Ladies at my entrance; I told him 
that 1 had not; and then, in my turn, de- 
fir'd to know the Reafon of his Demand : 
Becaufe, faid he, I juft now found a Letter 
in the Citron-Grove, which I think mut 
be dropp'd by fome Lady. In {peaking 
thefe words he gave me a Paper, defiring me 
to read it, which I did, and found it con- 
tain’d thefe Lines : 


r HE move I ftrive, the lefs ground, my 

dear Vullia, am I enabled to gain: my 
Heart is rendred weak by thofe very Reflettions 
which ought to ftrengthen it ; and if fome La= 
dies had not come in yefterday, aud interrupted 
my 
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my Converfation with Agrippa, f fhould have. 
difcovered to him what I fear will foon be no 
Secret to the whole World In fine, I can 
no longer vefift my Inclinations ; he only pro- 
pofes to me an illuftrious Fall, and hope to keep 
myfelf fo far from the Precipice, that there will 
no room be given for reproaching me with 
any thing but the nice Tafte of my Soul 
but fhould it be feconded with Remorfe of Con- 
Jcience, I think even that, dreadful as it is de- 
fcribed, could not be harder to endure, than 
the Refiftance I have already endeavow’d to 
make. 














































I leave you to judge, my Lord, what my 
thoughts were on reading this Letter; I had 
feen the Writing of Terentia, and knew this 
to be her Hand. Are you, faid Ovid, per- 
ceiving the trouble I was in, the Perfon who 
fuffers by thefe Strugglings, or are they in 
your favour? I know not, faid I, bemg now 
no longer able to contain myfelf, but the Perfon 
who wrote this, is the only Woman I ever 
did or can love. I donot ask you who fhe 
is, reply'd Ovid Jmiliug, you fhall have the 
pleafure of telling me that yourfelf: I have 
all the Qualifications befitting a Confidant, 1 
underftand the various Turns of Love, and 
by what fubtle means that Paffion fteals it- 
{elf into the Soul, how it operates there, and 
by what Methods it may be improved, or 
alter’d to another Object; I alfo fuffer 
with Lovers in their Afflictions, and am 
pretty ready at Inventions how to extricate 
them out of their moft puzzling Difficulties : 
What would you with for more in the ee 
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fon you would tru? Nothing is more 
hard than to reftrain one’s felf from talking 
of that which the Heart is full of ; being thus 
prefs'd to it, I difcover’d to Ovid the whole 
Secret of my Soul, not omitting the leaft 
Circumftance of what pais’d there, nor of 
the Converiation I had with Terentia, which 
fhe hinted. at in the Letter to Tudia, which 
we had been reading; as alfo what the faid 
to me afterwards at the Princefs Fulia’s. 
You are as happy as you can wifh to be, in 
my opinion, faid Ovid; but more to con- 
vince you that you are fo, I will get the 
Certainty of it from Zulia, who you fee is 
the Confidant of Terentia, and with whom 
I have too great an intimacy to doubt if 
fhe will inform me of the Truth of every 
thing. For Heaven’s fake then, cry’d J, find 
out the Name of this happy Man, for I 
cannot flatter my fond Hopes fo far as to 
believe myfelf the Perfon. Ovid would fain 
have perfuaded me not to diftruft my good 
Fortune ; but thofe Fears which are always 
the Companions of a true Affection, would 
not fuffer me to know even this tranfitory 
Confolation of imagimng I could be fo 
blefs'd, and began to put Reflection to the 
torture to think who we had feen moft fre- 
quently at the Houfe of Mecenas; but not 
being able to fix on any one, was compel’d 
to reft as contented as I could, and leave it 
to the difeovery which Ovid had promis’d to 
obtain from the fair Daughter of Cicero. I 
therefore entreated him to fee ber that day, 
if poffible, and then left him, being obliged 
to go and give orders for the Horfe-Race, 
which 
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which I had prepar’d in memory of the 
Victory you had obtain’d over the Murderers 
of the great Fulius. ; 
Terentia, by her Husband’s orders, was 
to give the Prize of this Courfe to him 
whom the greateft Ability of promoting your 
Glory render’d moft worthy of it. Never 
did that Divine Creature appear more beau- 
tiful than at this time; feveral Kings and 
Princes, who were prefent at this Sight, 
ery'd out with one accord, that the Wonder 
of Rome was the Wife of Mecenas: I had 
the honour of conducting her home, tran{- 
ported with Admiration, Love, and Plea- 
fure. As I came out of the Houfe, [ faw 
Ovid, who feem’d difturb’d at meeting me, 
and would have fhunn’d me, had I not 
thrown myfelf in his way, and pluck’d him 
by the Sleeve as he was attempting to pafs 
by me; What do I fee, cry’d I, have you 
any ill News to tell me, that you feem loth 
to be the Bearer? I have neither good nor 
bad, anfwer'd he a little peevifbly, 1 am at 
variance with Zulia, and therefore have no 
opportunity of getting from her the Secret 
you would be let into. ‘This Variance hap- 
pens at an ill time, faid J, and if you really 
had thar regard for me you pretended, you 
would have managed better with a Perfon 
whofe Advice I fo much wanted at this 
“time. I own Ihave been to blame, refumed 
be, which was indeed the reafon I would 
have avoided you; but you now know what 
"tis to love, and will pardon and pity me, 
when I tell you that I adore the Daughter 
ef Cicero, that I this day have had reafon ta 
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fear I have-lefs influence over her than fhe 
had made me hope, and that another has 
fupplanted me in her efteem~————— you. may 
believe this Phought f{earce leaves me Maiter 
of myfelf, and that I am at prefent alto- 
gether incapable of being ferviceable either 
to myfelf or Friend. 3 

I gave credit to this Excufe, and curs’d 
only my own Jil-fortune ; but the next day 
the Emprefs happening to give a Ball, I 
perceivd that Ovid and Tullia were not fo 
much at variance as he had pretended ; I 
furpriz’d him making very tender figns to 
her, which fhe anfwer'd as obligingly. An- 
other time I faw her, as fhe pais’d by him, 
pinch him by the Arm, which he feem’d to 
take no notice of, I being at that time near 
him; but foon after, Paffion was too ftrong 
for his Prudence ; fhe took him out to dance 
with her, and he could not help fhewing his 
Thankfulnefs by a paffionare Gefture. 1 
waited with impatience for the Conclufion 
of the Entertainment, to complain to him 
of the Deceit 1 found he had now put upon 
me ; and as foon as it happen’d, I ask’d not 
your affiftance, Ovid, faid I, it was a Favour 
you freely ofter'd me 5 and if you have any 
Reafons fince for renouncing that Promife, 
it had been more generous to have told me 
fo, than have fufter’d me to depend ona, 
G&inious Expe€tation ; I would eafily have 
releas d you from the N ecefficy of 1mpofing 
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(07) 
Charms have had that effect on you which it 
is ordinary for them to infpire; you love 
her, I am certain of it, and that no other 
reafon could have prevail’d on you to betray 
a Friend of my Characier. You do me a 
great deal of honour, my Lord, Jfaid he 
fmiling, to look on me with a jealous eyes 
but how much foever it flatters my Vanity, 
I fhould be in the utmoft defpair to merit 
it: for know, continued he, finee you will 
have the Secret, it is our Emperor who is 
the happy Man, ’tis he alone who triumphs 
in the Affection of Zereutia; I difcover'd it 
yefterday, but difiembled a Quarrel with 
Tullia, becaufe I was loth to let you know 
how unhappy you were. Never was Sur- 
prize equal to that which thele words in- 
volv’d me in, fearce could I trult my Ears, 
or the Truth-of what I heard : "The Emperor! 
evya I; does the Emperor love Terentia? I 
know not that, veply’d he, but fure Tam, at 
leaft if Zudlia, who is acquainted with ail 
the Secrets of ‘Zérentia’s Soul, may be be- 
liev’'d, he alone has Charms which can make 
her forget thofe Mecezas boatts Thus 
far I am inform/’d, that he has never yet 
made any Declarations to her of an uncom- 
mon Tendernefs; the Conqueft he has 
gain’d over her is owing wholly to the great 
PerfeGtions he is mafer of: But fee, pur- 
fued he, what Tullia writ to me yetterday on 
my defiring her to inform me what fhe knew 
of the Affair; he then fhow’d me a Letter, 
the Fragments of which fell into your hands, 
aud isa part of. 
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FCOh ye Gods! what is it you tell me? 
cry d the Emperor, interrupting him; May i 
pelieve you? andis it poffible that I have 
all this while myfelf been the Object of my 
own Jealoufy ? 

You may judge, my Lord, by what Iam 
going to tell you, refund Agrippa, I did not 
wholly rely on what Tullia had faid to Ovid ; 
and being refolv’d to have better and clearer 
Proofs of my Misfortune, I am able to give 
you ftronger Proofs of your Happinefs. 

I beg of you, Sacred Cafar, to confider te 
what a miferable Condition this Difcourfe 
of Ovid’s brought me; I look’d upon you as 
my Mafter and Benefaétor, but I look’d on 
you as my Rival alfo, and as a Rival that 
was belov’d The firft of thefe Confide~ 
rations told me I muft overcome my Paffion, 
and fubmit every thing to you; but the o- 
ther falling in with the Weaknefs of Hu- 
manity, was ready to make me forget not 
only every thing I ow’d you, burt alfo who 
you were=~—I curs’d my Stars a thoufand 
times, I murmur’d, complain’d of Deftiny, 
thought it was for my Ruin alone, you were 
fo great, fo glorious, fo amiable I am 
not now afraid to acknowledge before you 
thefe Extravagancies, fince I have overcome 
them ;-and by reprefenting to you the Vio- 
lence of my Paffion, hope to receive the 

reater Praifes for the Performance of that 
Duty which enabled me to fubdue it. 

Ovid did not leave me all that Night, he 
was fenfibly touch’d with my Defpair, and 
endeavour’d to bring me into a better Tem- 
per, by Difcourfes and perfualiye Argu- 
ments, 
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ments, which for the Improvement, as well 

as Delight of Rome, it is to be wifh’d he had 

preferv’d, or at leaft utter’d them before 

fome Perfon more capable of remembring, 

or benefiting by them, than at that time l 

was. What, faid he, do you think to op- 

pofe a Merit fuch as the Emperor is Matter 

of ? Is it the Coldnefs he feems to 

have for the Beauty of Terentia which en- 

courages you? Alas! can you believe his 

Indifference will long hold out againft a 

Tendernefs which Terentia is not able to 

conceal > Depend upon it, fhe will not 
long be under the Dilemma of Toving with- 
out being belov’d perhaps even now 
while we are talking, the Emperor’s Infen- 
fibility forfakes him; this moment, ’tis pof- 
fible, he may be telling that charming Wo- 
man, that fhe is the only Perfon on Earth 
worthy of his Love; and your Defigns up- 
on her, which hitherto have pafs‘d for inno- 
cent, be now converted into Treafon, when 
eppos'd to the Mafier of the Univerfe : 

the Heart of Terentia muft now be look’d 
on as a facred Temple, fince it has receiv'd 
the Image of Cafar ; and the leaft Step, con- 
trary to that Submiffion which we all owe 
to him, wowd be an unpardonable Crime in 
fuch a Man as Agrippa, 

Ovid was but too truly infpir’d, you have 
fince told me, thar it was at the Race you 
firft felr the Influence of Terentia’s Charms ; 
but being willing to remain as long as pof- 
Yible in an Ignorance of what reveal’d would 
make me more unhappy, I would not rely on 
any thing he faid. 
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T pafled this Night in Agitations not to be 
defcribed, and being inform’d by Spies, 
which I kept perpetually about Terentia, that 
fhe was the next morning to pay her Devo- 
tions at that Temple which you permitted me 
to dedicate to Neptune, I went there alfo, 
tho’ I confefs more to adore the Beauty of 
that fair Votary, than the God to whofe 
Honour it was ereéted. ‘The Sacrifite was 
not begun when I came thither, and while it 
was getting ready, Terentia walk’d under 
the Shade of fome Trees which you know 
furround that ftately Edifice. It would be 
needlefs, faid fhe to meas foon as I came im 
fight, to enquire the Caufe of Agrippa’s 
coming here fo early ; he knows the Emperor 
is going a Voyage, and therefore defigns to 
ofter up his Orifons to the God of Waters 
for a favourable Paflage. ‘True, Madam, 
anfwerd I, nor do I fuppofe you come hither 
to ask 'Tempefts to obftruét his way. No, 
yefumd fhe, 1am too much a Roman, and too 
loyal a Subject to make a Requeft fo facri- 
legious: And likewife too clear-fighted alfo, 
veplyd I, to confider Cafar as an indifferent 
Roman would do. 

Terentia was fo much confounded at thefe 
words, that for fome time fhe ftood filent; but 
at length recovering herfelf, You have more 
than once, faid fhe, entertain’d me with Dif 
courfés which appear extremely myfterious ; 
your Counfels againft that Paffion which I 
always thought it part of my Duty to feel 
for Mecenas ; your Praifes, and your Affidui- 
ties, all feem to have fome fecret End in them: 
I am fometimes apt to flatter myfelf, eR: 

what 


SD DE I Ee _ ae 








BOOT OOOO, 


ne — 
2 IP I, I OY a ih OO I ON oP at 


€ 175.) 


what you fay is commiffion'd by Auguftu—— 
Tell me the truth, Agrippa, continued pe, 
with an uufpeakable, but moft enchanting Soft= 
nefs in her Voice and Eyes, can he, thus coverd 
oer with Laurels, in the midft of Glories, 
fuch as never Man but he arriv’d at, or de- 
ferv’d, the Delight of Gods, and Admira- 
tion of the wondring World ; can he, I fay, 
from all this infinite Height look down on the 
mean Merits which Terentia boafts ? 
Fain would I perfuade myfelf tis fo, yet 
know not how to do it, mill confirm’d by 
you. 
I was now in fo much confufion in my 
turn at a queftion at once fo killing to my 
Hopes, and unexpeéted withal, that inftead. 
of replying, I ftood gazing on her with all 
the Marks of Aftonifhment and Grief; but 
fhe explaining my Diforders as fhe would have 
it, You are furpriz’d, faid fhe, to fee me make 
this Advance, fo contrary to my paft Con- 
du@; but, Agrippa, the Paffion I have for 
Cafar, has fomething in it fo pure, and fo 
noble, that without a blufh I may avow ics 
Yes, I confefs, purfued fhe, that my Heart 
receiv'd his Image in my tendereft Years ; it 
has grown up with me, and. is fo truly efta- 
blifhed in me, that there is nothing which 
happens to him, either in War or Love, that 
I do not fancy myfelf interefted in———— 
Is there any thing like this Sympathy in him ? 
Speak, good Agrippa! and confirm me in 
rhat which I have fometimes been vain enough 
to hope. 

1 own to you, moft facred Cafar! faid 
Acrippa, purfuing his Difcouefe, that tho’ fhe 
a |< 
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adjured me inthis manner, I had not the 
power of replying, nor indeed did I well 
know in what words I fhould do fo ; and I 
continued looking intently on her, while the 
proceeded in thefe, or the like Terms, to 
enforce as it were fome Anfwer from me : 
Why are you filent? faid fhe, the Innocence 
and Purity of my Inclinations ought to re- 
move all the Scruples your Virtue might al- 
ledge, were they otherwife I love Cafar, 
it is true, but I love him as a fuperior Be- 
ing ; and I fhould think I offended him, did 
I love him otherwife Delay no longer 
then to inform me what I languifh to know, 
and what I have ftrangely deceiv’d myfelf, if 
you have not long fince had orders to ac- 
quaint me with your {peaking Looks 
make me comprehend almoft as much as 
could your words. ‘Thus prefs’d, with much 
dificulty I at laft brought out this Reply : 
Alas! Madam, cry’d J, my Eyes I find are 
bad Interpreters of my Thoughts. 

I cannot doubt but fhe fathomed the 
Meaning of this Exclamation ; fhe bluth’d 
extremely, but the Change of her Counte- 
nanee feem’d rather to proceed from Anger 
than Shame: fhe made no anfwer, how- 
ever, to what I faid; but pretending the Sa- 
erifice was ready to begin, went briskly into 
the Temple, leaving me ina Defpair which 
Language would but in vain attempt to ex 
prefs. 1 thought I had feen fo much Dif 
dain in her Eyes at leaving me, that I had 
not the power to follow her; but return’d 
home to iridulge a Chagrin which would not 
fuer any Confolation. But inftead of the 
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Liberty I expected, [ immediately receiv’d 
your Orders to attend you in your private 
Clofet ; it was flowly, I confefs, that I o- 
bey’d, as if my griev’d Soul foreknew the 
Buiinefs, which, if you remember, my Lord, 
was to be made the Confidant of your new 
Paffion for Terentia: but in the midft of the 
moft burning Anguith that ever yet had pof= 
{effion of an amorous Heart, did I retain my 
Integrity to you: I told you I was certain 
that fhe would anfwer your Devoirs with 
equal ‘Tendernefs, and was fo far from fay- 
ing any thing which misht give a damp to 
your Defires, that I encouraged you to che- 
rifh them, becaufe I found they afforded you 
a Satisfaction which nothing elfe could re- 
pair the Lofs of. ‘The Struggle was, how- 
ever, too painful to be borne; I entreated 
your Permiffion to retire to Sicily, on which 
Departure of mine, the {peculative Part of 
Mankind had various Conjectures ; but I re- 
turnd not till I found myfelf perfetly cur’d 
of my Folly, and full of Refignation to my 
Fate. 

I was often tempted to reveal to you the 
fecret Crime my daring Wifhes had been 
guilty of ; but as the Confeffion would only 
have been a Confirmation of your Happinefs, 
I forbore it cll your Doubts made me think 
it needful. Behold therefore the Myftery of 
that Letter which gave you fo much Dif- 
quiet, and judge whether or not you wrong’d 
Terentia, when you fufpected the could be 
euilty of Unfaithfulnefs ! 
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‘Lhe Emperor put an entire ccnfidence in 
what Agrippa had faid; but tho’ he was 
perfectly fatisfy’d about the Fragment he had 
found, he could not be fo about the Paffion 
of Craffus: the Difcovery of a Rival, tho’ 
unlov’d, is always vexatious ; and tho’ in the 
Verfes which difcover'd him to be fuch, he 
complain’d of Scorn and Cruelty, he could 
not be affur’d that he had till now the fame 
Reafons for Defpair ; Terentia might fince 
that time have been more complying; and 
the very Poffibility, that fhe might be leis 
true than he wifh’d, made him wretchea. 
He communicated all his Sentiments on this 
Occafion to Agrippa, who endeavourd all 
he could to banifh them as [Traitors to his 
Peace: he had carefully obferved all the 
Behaviour of that Lady fince firft he had an 
intereft in it; the Love of Craffus had not 
efcaped his Penetration, and he told the Em- 
peror, that he was certain he never had met 
with any thing but Contempt from her. The 
Emperor, whofe Paflion was violent as it 
was tender, thought nimfelf as much cbliged 
to Agrivpa for this Confolation, as he did 
when by fo many famous Victories he ow d 
the Command of the Univerfe to his Arm: 
he was not wanting in his Acknowledgments, 
and having difmitied him, went to the Apart- 
ment of Terentia, to recompence with the 
Joys of Love the Difquie:s which a contrary 
Pafion had created in him; but he found her 
not at home, fhe was gone to vifit the Daugh- 
ter of Cicero, who was then at a fine Seat ihe 
had at Lufculum. 
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Let us deave him therefore for a while in 
thofe Impatiencies which attend a Defire of 
Reconciliation with a belov’d Obje& unjuftly 
fulpecied, and fee how thefe cwo Ladies, 
who were fuch intimate Friends, pafs’d their 
time together. Terentia, who, by fome words 
the Emperor had dropp’d, was not ignorant 
of his Jealoufy, complain’d of him ‘in this 
manner: How unjuft are Men, faid foe, the 
very beft of them! when once they know the 
power they have over us, they become either 
tyrannical or ungrateful. You are fenfible, 
my dear Tullia, how little reafon I have ever 
given Avgufius to doubt my Conftancy, and 
that I could eafily cure him of the Uneafinefs 
which Sufpicion breeds, but he would not, 
by applying to me, give me an Opportunity 
of vindicating my Innocence ; inftead of that, 
he order’d Crajfus tobe feiz’d, had all his Pa- 
pers laid before him, and carefully examin d 
them, without {peaking a word to me of it; 
nor fhould I have known why all this had 
been done, had I not been inform’d of it by 
other hands: Were I confcious of any cri- 
minal Complaifance, how truly wretched 
fhould I be! but as I am free from fuch a 
Bafenefs, as the pure Air through which 
the Sun-Beams pafs, and leave no gloomy 
'Tin@ture of a Stain behind, I cannot but re- 
fent his caufelefs Fears. Ah! my Terentia, 
reply’d the other, what is it you complain of 2 
—what refent ? Can there-be a 
greater Proof of a violent Affeétion than 
Jealoufy ? that Paffion is not Love, which is 
‘without it. I-confefs, refum’d the beautiful 
Wife of Mecenas, that Doubts and Per- 
Aa 2 plexities 
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plexities are the infeparable Attendants of a 
JTendernefs fuch as I would with to find in 
Auguftus I will tell you, continued fhe, what 
it is [mean ; I would have him, as he is Empe- 
ror, be Jealous of his Power, I would have 
him fearful that my Heart bow’d more to his 
Greatnefs than to the Merits of his Perfon ; 
and continually difquieted with this Thought, 
he fhouid be always faying fomething which 
might give me an opportunity of convincing 
him that it is not Czfar, but the Man, I love: 
in this Cafe I would forget nothing that 
might teftify the Difintereftednefs of my Soul 
fill would I be labouring to affure 
him, that Ambition, or the Pride of being 
the Favourite of Auguftus, had no fhare in 
the Condefcenfions I made him, yet would I 
never have him too certain of this Truth—~ 
Theie are the Fears, thefe are the Doubts 
which I could with he were poffefs’d of, and 
which keep Defire continually awake, and 
will never fuffer it to fall into that lethargick 
Negligence which is fo often the Confequence 
of a long Converfation. But alas! he is not 
thus delicately jealous, he gives himfelf over to 
Sufpicions injurious to my Virtue, he fails into 
Extravagancies, without giving me any reafon 
for ir, and plainly proves he looks upon me as 
a*light, ungrateful, and inconftant Woman. 

You differ widely from my Sentiments, 
Jaid ‘Tullia, I cannot think he confiders you 
in this manner; he only trembles, left the 
Merit aud Affiduity of a new Lover, thould’ 
draw more Pity from you than he is willing 
any but himfelf fhould excite. And as it is 
to the Heart alone that you confine his Pre- 
| tenfions, 
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tenfions, the leaft Troubles you caufe there, 
feem an Invafion of his Right: did you ex- 
tend your Favours more largely, Auguftus 
would know himfelf fecure. "There are 'To- 
kens of Paffion to be given, after which a 
Lover cannot fufpect his Miftrefs guilty of 
Inconftancy, without the greateft Injury ima- 
ginable; but the Gift of the Heart is not of 
this fort, there is no real Value of fuch a 
Prefent but in the Lover’s Mind who thinks 
he has gain‘d it ; and as your Complaifance 
carries you no greater lengths, he may very 
well doubt whether or not he is in reality 
poflefs’d of it. Ah! Yulia, replyd the other, 
I am forry to find you have Notions fo little 
nice: fo far is the Gift of the Heart from 
leaving any room for a Lover to doubt, that 
it is the only thing which ought to make him 
ealy thofe Marks of Love which come 
not from the Heart, are rhe Effefts of a 
Weaknefs which one may have oftner than 
once ; but that Love, whofe utmoft Extremes 
are governd by Reafon, has fomething in it 
fo pure and noble, as will not fuffer a bafe 
Action, and would feruple a petty Infidelity 
much more than the moft indulgent Ladies 
would a great Crime. 

Juft as Terentia had done making thefe 
Diftinctions in the Paffion with which her 
Soul was ftrongly poffefs’d, a Servant came 
in to inform the Daughter of Cicero, that 
Varentilia and Fulvia were arrived from 
Rome, accompany’d by Horace, Virgil, and 
Cornelius Gallus the Egyptian Pretor. ‘Tho 
Terentia had come to Tufculum merely to re- 
tire herfelf, and enjoy an uninterrupted Con- 
verfation 
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verfation with Tuia, and was at this time 
not very fitly difpofed for Company; yet 
thefe were Vifitors too ilfuftrious not to be 
agreeably receiv’d : Fulvia was Daughter to 
him who had been the Mafter of Auguftus, 
and had perifh’d by the Fury of the Triwm- 
virate; and the Emperor, willing to make up 
as much as poffible her Lofs, had her edu- 
cated with the Princefs Fulia, and treated 
her with little lefs Tendernefs than if his 
own: Vaventillia was related to her, fhe had 
been married to one of the chief of the 
Claudian Family, who have fince given fo 
many Maiters to the Univerfe, and it was 
thought that the had the firft Pofleffion of 
Cafar’s Heart. This noble Company were 
conduéted into a magnificent Gallery fhut in 
with Portico’s, the Ceiling moft curioufly in- 
laid with Agate, Ivory, and Porphyry, and 
on the Walls this prous Daughter of an illuf- 
trious Father, had caus’d to be painted thofe 
A@tions which were moft remarkable in the 
Life of Cicero; his pleading for Roftius, which 
obliged him to fly into Greece, to fhun the 
Fury of Scylla; the Applaufes he met with 
in Athens, his glorious Return into his native 
Country, and how he preferv’d it from the 
Attempts of Catiline; his Voyage towards 
Pompey; and at laft his Death, fo fhameful 
to thofe who were the Caufers of it. 

I could with, faid Virgil, looking ou the 
Piftures, that the Painter had taken fome 
hints from my Memorial, he would not then 
have forgot the Adventure of Milo. In- 
deed the Fault was mine that it was omitted, 


yeplyd Tullia, I would not fuffer it to be put 
in, 
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in, becaufe, if I miftake not that Matter, 
the Subtilty of Horteufius overcame the Elo- 
quence of Cicero. It is true, refum’d Virgil, 
he did not gain that Caufe; yet, notwith- 
ftanding, he acquir’d as much Glory by that, 
as any one Action he ever did, You were 
not born, Madam, continued he, when that 
Affair happened ; you, therefore, undoubt- 
edly may be ignorant of fome particular 
Circumftances of it, which I can relate tO 
you at full, when you think fir; and 1 am 
certain you will then agree with me, that 
Cicero never did any thing more worthy of 
remembrance. 

It was alwas a proper time to hear what 
Virgil had to fay; Terentia in a very obliging 
manner complain’d to him, that it was ul- 
kind to the reft of the Company, that it was 
oniy to Tullia he woulda communicate the 
Recital he had to make: and Virgil, not be- 
ing ignorant of the Complaifance which 
ought to be paid.to Monarchs in the Perfons 
of thofe they make their Favourites, imme~ 
diately comply’d with every thing Terentia 
defir’d ; on which they all adjourn’d to a 
fine Walk at the Upper-end of the Garden, 
where the mingling Boughs of the clofe 
meeting Trees defended them from being in- 
commoded by the Sun. Virgil placed himfelf 
between the four Ladies, Horace and Corne- 
linus Gallus on each fide of them; and all be- 
ing chus in an agreeable Pofition of hearing 

him, he began the Story he had promis d 
chem in this manner : 
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A Memorable A&tion of C1crro’s. 





HE Death of Cicero, faid this juftly ce- 

lebvated Roman, happened fo lately, 
that it muft be remember’d by all who hear 
me ; nor can any one, I think, be ignorant, 
that Claudius being furpriz’d in the Houfe of 
the great Fulius, difzuis’d in the Habit of a 
Woman, Cicero exerted his Oratory, in pub- 
lickly cenfuring fo great a piece of Pre- 
fumption : for which, Claudius, when after- 
wards made Coniul, forgot nothing which 
might retaliate the imagin’d Injury: His 
Jong-{mother’d Rage now broke out with 
utmoft Violence; he perfecured him in his 
Reputation, and in his Goods, drove him to 
Banifhment, and perhaps would farther have 
purfued his Revenge, had Milo not ftopp’d 
the Career of it, by giving him a fudden 
Death. 

It was in his own defence that Milo kill’d 
him, the Fact therefore could not by the 
Laws of Rome be calld Murder; and to 
maintain the Juftice of it, Cicero being re- 
call’d from Banifhment, was employ’d. Hor- 
tenfius, on the other fide, was chofen to plead 
againit him. At that, time there was in 
Rome a beautiful Athenian, known by the 
Name of Plautia, with whom that Orator 
was paffionately in love; and who, not only 
by the Force of her Charms, but alfo for 
her fine Wit, and admirable Reafoning, was 
worthy the Empire fhe maintain’d over his 
Heart. ‘To her Hortenfius communicated the 
tews of his being employ’d againft Cicero in 
: the 
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the Caufe of Mil, which as foon as fhe 
had heard, Do you not tremble at the Con- 
fequence ? faid fhe wifely; Had you no way 
to avoid the Shame that muft attend you in 
being overcome ?--—--—Was there no excute 
to be made, to evade pleading againft fuch 
vitorious Eloquence? It is not the firft 
time, veplyd Hortenfius, a little uettled with 
her Doubts, that I have undertaken to main- 
tain a Caufe againft Crcevo ; nor have I al- 
ways come off with that Difhonour you 
feem to apprehend: there have been but 
few remarkable Tryals in which I have not 
had my fhare as well as Cicero; I pleaded 
again{ft him for Anthony, for Afienus Pollio, 
and for feveral others: We were employ’d 
one againft the other in the Affair of Lucius 
Murena ; and if I may be permitted to {peak 
the Senfe of all Rome, ac that time he did 
not get the better of mé. But in all thofe 
Cafes, faid Plautia, you had not to do with 
the Man who kill’d Claudius: to have this 
Criminal clear’d, you need nor doubt but 
Cicero will go even beyond himfeif; the In- 
juries he has receiv’d from the late Conful 
being yet flagrant in his Mind, he will omic 
nothing which may vindicate the Perfon who 
rid him of fo cruel and powerful an Enemy: 
And if you have any regard for your own 
Intereft or Glory, you will be perfuaded to 
decline appearing in this Caufe. I cannot, 
nor ought I to do fo, refum’d he, I am 
stch’d upon to demand Juftice for the Mur- 

der of Claudius; 1 fhoulia betray the Truft 
repofed in me, fhould I be filent; and on 
the other hand, our Profeffion has this pecu- 
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liar Advantage in it, that he who gains his 
Point is certain of Applaufe, and he who 
lofes it, is not without his Praifes. If I have 
the better of Cicero, I fhall acquire a never- 
dying Fame; and if I mifs my Aim, I run 
no rifque of being blamed: Honefty, and 
our good Intentions, ftand in the ftead of 
Succefs, and the Orator is never charg’d 
with the Juftice or Injuftice of the Caufe 
which he defends. I am not of your opinion, 
faid Plautia, there are indeed fome Qualifi- 
cations which a Man ought all his Life to 
be endeavouring to obtain; the labour he 
takes in it fhould not deter him from the no- 
ble Purfuit ; and it is more glorious to fink 
under the Weight of the Fatigue, than to 
{it down contented without them: But Elo- 
quence is not of this number, nothing can ob- 
lige us to follow that Profeffion ; that neither 
gives us Honefty, nor juft Sentiments, nor 
Refolution in Events ; on the contrary, it too 
often corrupts the Integrity of the Mind: 
an Orator, to fhow his Wit, will fometimes 
maintain the moft unjuft Caufe with fo much 
Spirit and Energy, that by frequent afferte 
ing, he is himfelf ready to believe what he 
would impofe upon others. It is therefore only 
a Choice of the Will, and when it turns to the 
Confufion of him that undertakes it, it convin- 
ces him of Ignorance in himfelf, of the Weak- 
nefs of his Genius, and of a bad Judgment. 
This Advice coming from a Perfon he ex- 
tremely lov’d, made a very great impreffion 
on his Mind ; he was fo much influenced by 
what fhe faid, that when he left her, he 
went directly to the Houfe of Cicero, and 
find- 
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finding him” at home, You are too worthy 
a Man, faid he to him, not to approve of 
Juftice before all other Confiderations : It is, 
indeed, a very great Advantage to me to 
be employ’d in a Caufe where you are on 
the oppofite fide ; if I get the better, what 
an immortal Glory will it be to me? and “1 

I lofe, I fhall learn by my Defeat to make 
fe of thofe Arms another time, by which I 
now am foil’d : But Cicero, continued he, the 
favourable Succefs which I might find, would 
never blot out the Remorfe which would 
follow the gaining of this Caufe ; Claudius 
was of a vile and wicked Difpofition, and 
made no other ufe of his Authority, than to 
tyrannize over, and opprefs thofe beneath 
him ; not an honeft Soul in Rome, or true 
Patriot, that rejoices not in his Death: Iam 
fatisfied alfo that Milo kill’d him in his own 
defence, nor am willing to run the hazard of 
being punifh’d for an Act which merits ra- 
ther to be rewarded; the Error, or the 
Paffion of the Judges, might, perhaps, over- 
come all your fine Reafoning and Eloquence. 
Do not, therefore, expofe Milo to the un- 
certain Iffue of a Tryal; my Profeffion ob- 
liges me to plead againit him, and my Ho- 
nour to do all that is in my power to obtain 
Sentence againft him: let us therefore jointly 
drop this Procefs, and fufier Milo to go withe 
out either the Praife or Blame of the Death 
of Claudius. 

The Enemies of Cicero would have it, that 
st was a Motive of Ambition and Vanity 
which hindred him from accepting this Of- 
fer; He had Uy. undertaken to plead, 
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and, fay they, depending on the happy Suc- 
cefs of his Eloquence, would neither lofe 
his Labour, nor the Fruits he expected to 
reap by it; but I well know that he had 
other Reafons, he fear’d left he fhould be 
accus'd of Corruption, if in a Caufe wherein 
the bufinefs was to clear the Murderer of 
Claudius, the Lawyer employd on the fide 
of the Deceafed, thould voluntarily hold his 
peace. He therefore purfued his firft In- 
tentions, and on the day appointed for the 
Lryal, went to the Forum, where he began 
to plead. Hortenfius, on the other hand, 
fearing the Prevalence of his well known 
Oratory, and the Reproaches of Plautia if 
he was overcome, and finding himfelf back’d 
by the Intereft of Cato, Uncle to Claudius, 
had recourfe to Artifices. which, as Tullia 
remark’d, triumph’d over the Eloquence of 
Cicero. He gave falfe alarms to the Senate, 
which obliging them to order the Soldiers to 
be gather’d together to keep the People in 
awe, thofe Fellows, being gain’d by Hor- 
benfius, were guilty of fuch Infolencies, as 
difturb'd Cicero fo @ propos, that Milo was 
not only banifh’d, and a very large Fine put 
on him, but alfo found it difficult to elcape 
with his Life. 

I came juft then from Sicily, where, by 
the generous Bounty of Mecenas, I had been 
honour’d with an Employment:  Cicerc’s 
Character was well known to me, and J 
earneftly defir'd to be acquainted with him. 
Manlius did me the favour to introduce me, 
and it happen’d to be on the very day that 
he had loft Mil’s Caufe. Whence come 
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you? faid he, as foon as he knew who I was: 
Go and build a Hut onthe Ruins of Mantua ! 
there keep the Sheep of fome proud Lord ; 
nay, bury yourtelf quick in the Afhes of 
_ your Country, rather than dwell in perni- 
cious Rome! that once Miftrefs of the 
World is full of nothing but Injuftice and 
Oppreffion Ufurpers of Authority now 
fill the awful Chairs, and the bribe’d Senate 
fee not but with the eyes of Intereft. 
Fly, therefore, noble Stranger, if thou wouldft 
preferve thy Chara@er of Wifdom, from 
fuch a Place of Treachery and Corruption. 
Manlius knew what had happen’d, and was 
therefore little furpriz’d at his Iil-humour ; 
but willing to bring him off of it, What is 
this I hear, Cicero ? faid be, Can your Hatred 
of Claudius continue, when the Obje& of it 
is no more? and is Rome worthy of your 
Curfes, becaufe it has reveng’d his Death ? 
It is not the Cafe of Claudius I now fpeak 
of, anfwerd Cicero; for had he been my 
deareft Friend, the Punifhment decreed for 
him who took his Life, would not have 
feem’d lefs unjuft in my eyes. 

He then briefly related to us the Points 
on which Mizlo’s Juftification fhould have 
been founded, and that even Hortenfius, who 
pleaded againft him, very much fcrupled to 
pronounce him guilty: Is it not monftrous, 
continued he, that the Accufer faould declare 
him innocent, and that Cato, by his Au- 
thority alone, fhould doom him as criminal ? 
Not all the Art or Eloquence of Hortenfus 
could prove the Man who kill’d Claudius 
punifhable by Law ; but becaufe the De- 

ceafled. 
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ceafed was of the Family of Cato, the Senate 
proceeded againft him with the utmoft Se- 
verity. Alas! my dear Manlius, what a 
degenerate Age have we the misfortune to 
live in! I have juft fent Milo fome- 
what to help pay the exceffive Fine they have 
laid on him itis my due, indeed, to 
pay it all, fince I afcribe his Ruin only to 
my having undertaken to plead his Caufe— 
had I forbore to appear in it, he had been 
acquitted-——in maintaining his Innocence, I 
have blacken’d it I will therefore re- 
tire into fome folitary Place, to atone for my 
rafh Enterprize I will no more be feen 
in Rome, till fhe is reftor’d to the fame State 
fhe was in, in our Forefathers Days ; that is 
in effe& to fay, no more fhall I re-enter thefe 
now detefted Walls——~The Vices of the Peo- 
ple have fet aii Heaven againft them, the 
Divine Powers have withdrawn their In- 
fluence, and foon do I expeét to mourn the 
Fall of this once envy’d City, with the fame 
reafon as Virgil now mourns oer the Ruins 
of his native Mantua. 

Maulius omitted nothing to diffuade his 
Friend from the Refolution he had taken ot 
leaving Rome ; I was not fo weil acquainted 
with him, asto prefume to advife ; yet I could 
not forbear telling him, that the greater 
number of wicked Men it contain’d, the 
more was his obligation to ftay in it. What 
would indeed become of her, faid J, fhould 
all her worthy Sons take up the fame refo- 
lution. with you? and to what Miferies 
would fhe not be expos’d ?_ It is the bufinefs 


of the Good to uphold her againft the At- 
tempts 
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cempts of the Jmpious, efpecially when pub- 
lickly attack’d ; and you will be anfwerable 
to the Gods, and look’d on as too forgetful 
of your Country, if any Mifchief happens 
to her by your Abfence. It was with a vatt 
deal of Patience and Candor that he liften’d 
to the Remonftrances I made him, and even 
condefcended to honour them with fome 
Praifes. But, befides that he was immova- 
ble when once refolv’d, he had fo far incom- 
moded himfelf by his Liberality to Milo, that 
he was under an abfolute neceflity of re- 
tiring into the Country. He made choice of 
this Houfe for the Place of his Retreat, 
which was not then what his Care, and that 
of his worthy Daughter have fince made it. 
Alas! I had reafon to lament, more than | 
was then aware of, his withdrawing himfelt 
from Rome ; and I did fo, in a manner, as if 
I had foreknown thofe ftrange Incidents de- 
creed for me in the irrevocable Book of 
Fate. 


Thefe laft words of Virgil increas’d the 
Attention and Curiofity of thofe who heard 
him, and perhaps might have brought forth 
a fecond Story, had not the Emperor, and 
the Princefs fulia, Prince Marcellus, and the 
iluitrious Agrippa, with a great Train of 
Noblemen and Ladies, appear‘d at the lower 
end of the Walk. 

Tullia ran to meet them, and quite con~ 
founded at the Honour fhe receiv’d, tefti- 


fy’d her Acknowledgments of it by her Con~: 


fufion, much better than fhe could have done 
by the moft ftudied and eloquent Harangue. 
The 
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The Emperor accofted her in Terms pers 
fe€tly obliging and gallant, and had not his 
Impatience of entertaining Terentia render’d 
all that delay’d that Bleffing a kind of Trou- 
ble, he had certainly faid much more in an- 
{wer to the Gratitude and Joy the exprefs’d 
for this Vifit. While he was fpeaking to 
Iulia, the Wife of Mecenas kept her place, 
and partly through Fear, and partly through 
Pride, would not ftir one {tep to meet him ; 
he faw her at a diftance, and leaving the 
Princefs ulia to entertain the Daughter of 
Cicero, went to the Place where fhe was. 
The Air of the Country has already very 
much alter’d you, Madam, faid the Emperor, 
when he came up to her, you are not for fol- 
lowing Example; and if I had taken pattern 
by you, I fhould have left Rome in vain, to 
have {poken with you. I know my Duty to 
my Emperor too well, anfwer'd fhe coldly, to 
accoft him before he calls for me. Alas! 
Madam, refum’d he, the Refpeét with which 
fam treated as Cafar, is little anfwerable to 
what you owe me as a Lover-——~ Forget, 
therefore, that Iam Mafter of the Univerfe, 
and remember that I have given you my 
Heart, and that you ought to return the 
Prefent in kind ; to make a myftery of the 
Paffion Craffus has for you, was not dealing 
with me with that Sincerity you had made 
me hope, or that you have ever found from 
me. J never look’d on the Refpeéts he paid 
me, reply’d fbe, in any other licht than as 
your Favours to Mecenas and myfelf have 
made it a rule to the whole Empire ; and if 
he has any other View, ’tis certainly be- 
neath 
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neath my notice, and worthy only of my 
corn. How eafily are we perfuaded to 
what we with! /aid the Emperor ; nor are you 


ignorant of the power you have over me: 
ut as to the Veries, continu'd be, which I 
found among the et of Craffus, were 
they written for no other Aim than to amufe 
himfelt >————-did he make no attempt to 
conyince you of his Love and Wir? I af- 

you, my Lord, refum'd fhe, with the 
ne fincerity as I would aniwer Heaven at 
my lateft moments, that I ne’er heard of any 
Veries he made on me, much lefs accepted 
of them But on what, my Lord, do 





-ou build thefe groundleis Fears 2>——Have 
U 


you ever obferv’d any Levity in my Difpo- 
fition? any falfe Steps in my Conduct 2>—— 
Methinks it is impoffible you can love me, 


nay, even know me, and entertain thoughts 
of me fo contrary to what lam, or to “the 
Principles which alone can merit the Defe- 

rence you pay m 
Czfar, whofe Sufpi clons were pretty well 
ver be foré he faw her, and but feign’d a 
ealoufy for the pleafure of hearing her pro- 
eft her r Innocence, felt a Satisfa€tion at the 
ehemence with whithetie exprefs’d herfelf, 
which none but thofe who love with chat 
delicacy he did, can be fenfible of; and while 
he was te hifying it by all the Demonftrations 
he was able, Agrippa was retird into the 
Arbor, where, fome time before, Terentia and 
the e Daught er of Cicero, had entertain’d one 
nother; he was bufily engaged in reading a 
Sige which had been put into his Hand on 
the Road, and which he knew came from 
C Cc Ovid. 
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Ovid. Horace, who had follow’d him, fur- 
priz’d him as he was perufing it. One may 
eafily know, faid that great Man, that Tullia. 
is engaged ; if you could have entertain d her 
freely, 1 fhould not have had the favour of 
your Company. I underftand you, my 
Lord, veplyd Horace, nor is this the firft 
time you have rally’d me on the Gaiety of 
my ‘Temper, and the litle Stability I am 
efieem’d to have in Love-Affairs. A Man 
who knows you only by publick Report, 7e- 
fumed he, might indeed reproach you for 


your Infenfibility ; but a Man who has been 


‘ntimate with Ovid, as 1 have been, knows 
better what to fay to you on that head : I 
am not ignorant of your ‘Triumphs, and am 
certain you are not lefs a Favourite with 
the God of Love, than. with that other Deity, 
by whofe Infpiration you are enabled to 
write what will make you immortal, when 
all the Laurels I have acquir’d in War fhall 
wither, and be no more remembred. It 
was only with a fubmiffive Bow that Horace 
an{wer’d to this Compliment, and the other 
went on in ‘this manner: Ovid, purfued he, 
has made me acquainted with your Succefles 
in Love, and how deeply you have felt the 
Effects of it yourfelf. Ovid is very fertile in 
Metamorphofes, faid his Cotemporary, and e- 
qual in Fame, and without doubt he took 
me for the River Alphea, or for the Nymph 
Salmacis, when he took-me for a Lover. He 
took you for a Rival belov’d, cry’d Agrippa, 
imcerrupting bim, and’ knew not another who 
was worthy of thag Title, and could: not 


therefore miftake I know very well 
you 
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you depfiv'd him of the Heart of Tulia, who, 
{educed by the Gallantries with which you 
-entertain’d her, gave the inconftant Ovd to 
underftand, he could not be-always the firft 
in bréaking off an Intrigue. But, to punifh 
you for concealing this Secret fo long from 
me, you fhall immediately relate the whole 
Story ; which I never could get from Ovid, 
becaufé he never {poke of it without expref- 
fing too great a Concern for me to add to 
his Difquiet, by continuing any long Conver- 
{ation of it; but as you have no fuch ex- 
eufe, I fhall expe@& you will oblige me 
I know very well the Motive which brings 
the Emperor here, ahd am certain he will be 
fo far engaged for fome time; that we may 
difcourfe without interruption. ) 
Agrippa deferv'd fo weil of the whole Em- 
pire, and Horace in particular, that he durft 
not make any evafions to refufe what he de- 
Gy’d ; and after telling him in a gallant man- 
ner that he was accuftom’d to overcome, 
vrherever he made an attack, began to fatisty 
his Guriofity in thefe Terms: | 





SECO 


The Hiftory of HORACE. 


Mutt, confefs, indeed, my Lord, faid he, that 
moft People are déceiv’d in my Character ; 
they look on me as a Perfon wholly devored to 
Feafting, Revelling, and Mufick, and that con, 
fiders Love only as a neceflary Sauce, fome. 
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times to givea better relifh to the reft of 
the Entertainment. This Picture is not like 
me at ‘all; Mirth, and Freedom of Con- 
verfation, are certainly Pleafures ; but I af- 
fure you, I have very few Friends, whofe 
Clofets I would not rather be found in, 
than at their Tables Ido not, however, 
make that Profeffion of Solidity, which fome 
Men do, nor do I always chufe to be re- 
ferv'd and grave; I would not be a conftant 
Bacchanalian, nor would I abfolutely refute 
the Juice of the Grape, nay, would fome- 
times drink freely of it, and have found by 
experience, that the Infpirations I have re- 
ceivd from it have gain’d me much Repu- 
tation one way, whatever it may have lof 
me another. ‘This Difpofition, if it hinders 
a Man from obferving the more ferious Oc- 
cupations of Life, does not hinder him from 
being gallant, and from inventing a thouland 
pretty Stratagems to fhow the Delicacy of 
his Soul ; nor has he lefs Wit for being more 
free and open: and if he preterves: himfelf 
from falling into thofe Diforders which ren- 
der Men brutith, ’tis more manly to avoid 
that Diffimulation which thofe who praétife 
it call by the name of Difcretion. 

I made ufe of thefe Diftin€tions in an 
Ode, wherein I prais’d a Featt of Mecenas’s ; 
this Piece of mine was fo well -receiv’d, 
that it was look’d on as Folly and Pre- 
fumption to attempt any Criticifms upon it. 
Ovid, neverthelefs, took it into his head to 
do it, and one day, in the prefence of the 
Princels Gulia, rally’d me on it with all 
imaginable Severity, and told me I feem’d to 
employ 
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employ my Genius wholly on the Praife of 
Bacchus. 

What is there fo ridiculous in it if I do? 
anfwerd I; is not the fruitful Vine, which 
bears the rich Falernian Grape, as worthy of 
a Poet's Ideas, as thofe Flowers of which 
you make a Gili or an Hippolytus. "That Al- 
legory, faid Ovid, relates to a Paffion of 
the Soul far more noble than that of addi@t- 
ing onefeif to thofe mean Requifites of Life, 
which we never partake of, except when hum- 
bled to think we cannot fubfift without them : 
It is certainly more worthy of a Poet to give 
Leffons of Love, than of a Debauch. Love, 
anfwer'd I, fuprizes the gay Perfon in the 
Frolicks of a Feaft, as it does a melancholy 
Man in his moft ferious Affairs. ‘The De- 
lights of making good Chear, and being be- 
lov’d by the Perfon who feems amiable in 
our eyes, are not at all incongruous: it is 
only ieeking out Pleafure by divers Ways, 
and pofleffing the moft exquifite, becaufe 
complicated. “Thofe Ways are different, in- 
deed, refumd Ovid, and one would hardly 
think, that to plunge himfelf in a Debauch 
was the way to cbtain a fine Lady : it is an 
uncommon Method you would take to pleafe 
one of that nice-and delicate Sex, when you 
attack her with that mad Joy which Wine 
infpires. Would it not be a tine Excufe, or 
would not the Lady be wonderfully fatif- 
fy’d with that Lover who fhould tell her 
with a grave Countenance, I cannot fee you 
to-morrow, Madam, I fhall foend the whole 
Day feafting among my Friends, enjoying a thou- 
fand Pleafures, which you are neither able to 
ms ; give, 
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give, nor to partake of? ‘Thus did he run on 
for a confiderable time ; and the Princefs 
feeming to approve his Satire, made me re- 
folve in my mind to find out fome Way to 
punifh him for it: I knew very well he was 
in love with Y#ia, and alfo that fhe was 
worthy of being belov’d ; and I thought if 
I could deprive him of that Lady's Af- 
feétions, he would be deeply affected with 
the Lofs, and at the fame time make good 
my Argument, that it was not impoffible for 
an agreeable Debauchee to charm a Lady. 

As yet I knew the Daughter of Cicero 
only as we know People of Quality whom 
we fee at the Emprefs’s, or Princefs’s Apart- 
ments; 1 made it my bufinefs therefore to 
become better acquainted with her, and the 
firft opportunity Thad of teftifying my ae- 
fire of pleafing her, was at the Feaft of 
Bacchus, which being being left to my ma~ 
nagement that Year, I made all the Mufick 
which compos’d the Entertainment, turn on 
that Proverb of Cicero's, 


Sine Baccuo frigee VENUS. 


And according to the Meaning of that Pro- 
verb, I order’d two Imazes to be made, oné 
of Cupid, and the other of Bacchus, and 
both drawn on Chariots: they feem’d: to 
have made each other mutual Prefents, Love 
was crown’d with the Leaves of the Vine, 
he carry’ da Glafs inflead of a Bow, and a 
Bottle ferv’d him in the room of a Quiver ; 
Bacchus was adorn’d in’ every Point like 
Cupid, feveral young and beautiful Virgins 
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reprefenting the Graces and the Bacchanals, 
promifcuoully follow’d the Chariots, and 
changed Employments one with the other ; 
the Bacchanals made ufe of fuch Gallantries 
toward the People, as could only proceed 
from Love; and the Graces took care to fill 
out Wine to fuch as would drink. 

You was, my Lord, at that time in Sicily; 
and it is fcarce poffible, unlefs Ovid has in- 
form’d you of it, for you to have heard 
what were the Effects of this Feaft, Tulla 
openly acknowledged the obligation fhe had 
to me in renewing the Memory of Cicero; 
and whether Ovid, with a defign to leffen 
the Obligation, or that he only did it inno- 
cently, I cannot fay, but prefently after he 
compos’d a Copy of Verfes, which he call'd, 
Love Enraged ; where intimating that Love 
was angry with me for the facrilegious 
Treatment I had given him, in joining him 
with the drunken God, he made him ufea 
great many witty Imprecations and Menaces 
againft me. _ - 

He carry’d this Poem to the Apartment 
of Tullia, but fhe being from home, he laid 
it on her Toilet, to the end fhe might read 
it when fhe came.to undrefs; I happen’d to 
come in, immediately after he was gone; a 
young Slave, whom I had brib‘d, told me 
that’he had been there, and left a Paper be- 
hind him, I took it up and read it, and the 
vexation I was in at this piece of Malice, fo. 
warm’d my. Imagination, that I call’d. fox 
Pen, Ink, and. Paper, and under the fame. 
Title of Love Enraged, I,drew the Pi€ture, of 
the Inconftancy, of Ovid ; L.folded my,, Satire. 
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up in the fame manner he had done his, and 
taking the other away with me in my 
Pocket, was juft leaving the Apartment, 
when Tulia came in, who having met Ovid in 
her way, permitted him to conduét her 
home; and as they came, he told her that 
he had left a Copy of Verfes for her to 
read ; on which, fhe calling for them, he went 
to the Place where he had put them, and, 
little fufpe€ting the cheat I had been guilty 
of, gave my Poem inftead of his own into 
her hands. She began to read, but certainly 
nothing ever was more. pleafant than to ob- 
ferve the conftfion he was in, to hear words 
fo directly the Reverfe of what he had 
written. He fuffer’d her to go on four or 
five Lines, but having no longer patience, 
Madam! Madam ! cry’d he, what is it you 
mean? there are certainly no fuch Lines in 
the Paper. Convince yourfelf, anfwer'd fhe, 
giving it to him, and fee how truly, tho 
againft your Will, you have drawn the Cha- 
racter of your own Humour. I could not 
here reftrain my Laughter, nor Ovid his IIl- 
humour, when he found the Deceit. ‘There 
isa Myftery in this, which I am not able 
to fathom. Nothing can be more eafy, in 
my opinion, rejoiz'd ‘Tullia, than to compre- 
hend it; Love is angry witha Votary who 
varies in his Flame, and has taken this Me- 
thod of punifhing you for being guilty in this 
manner. Thofe who apply this Anger to 
Love, faid Ovid, are fo little acqainted with 
that Paffion, that there can be no Judgment 
form’d on whatever they alledge With- 
out doubt, continued he, looking on me with a 
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malicious Sneer, the Author of this Satire was 
a littie intoxicated at fome late Feaft; and 
it is rather to the Fumes of the Wine, 
than to the Refentment of the God, we owe 
this Piece of Witticifm. I know not, fad J, 
who the Perfons are of whom you {peak ; 
but it feems to me, that they have fo well 
defcribed the Vilenefs of Inconftancy, that 
they would in no way be guilty of it; and 
alfo, that they are not ignorant of the niceft 
Points of Love: and if they have found out 
this ingenuous way of diverting a Miftrefs, 
and undermining a Rival, thofe Fumes of 
Wine which infpired that Thought, may 
well deferve a Place among the agreeable 
Stratagems of Love. Divert a Miftrefs, and 
undermine a Rival! isterrupted Ovid, with a 
forced Smile ; I pity the poor Wretch, if he 
has any fuch vain Hope Alas! fuch 
Men as he live not for Ladies, they are not 
fo much as thought on by them, all the Gal- 
lantries they pay them, pafles for a light 
Caprice a real Lover could not fo 
much affront the Woman he ador’d, as to 
fufpect her of approving any thing done by 
a Perfon of this Character. Taking it either 
of your Ways, faid Tullia, I believe a La- 
dy already engazed, would not eafily be 
brought over to engage herlfelf to another ; 
but yet, if I hada Lover, I fhould not be 
pleas'd to have him fo perfectly eafy and 
felf-fufficient, as to affure himfelf he was 
the only one could obtain my Favour 
I would have him tremble on the leaft Sur- 
mife———=I would have him fufpect every 
thing laid to me was poke with delign —-- 
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in fhort, I would have him difturb’d but at 
the leaft appearance of a Rival. I know as 
well'as any one in the World, Madam, az- 
fwerd Ovid, the ufe we ought to make of 
thole Apprehenfions, and know alfo, that 
a Lover is more to blame it declaring 
thofe Sufpicions, when unjuft, than he can 
be in taking no notice cf them : We oi ught 
to be perfectly acquainted with the Cna- 
rater of the Perfon with whom we are in 
love; and if it is true, that the tender Paf- 
fion takes its beginning from the Co: formity 
of Difpofition, { cannot think that the Au- 
thor of thofe Verfes can ever triumph. over 
a Rival more delicate in his Notions. I had 
neither time. to sabia any aniwer to this too 
prophetick Speech of Ovid's s, nor to obferve 
in what manner Julia receiv d it— three 
or four Ladies cate in that’moment to vilit 
her, and fhe made a fign to us to give over 
the Difcourfe’: ‘but the next morning a 
Siave, whom I had bribed, being employ’d 
to carry a Letter from his Miftrefs to Ovid, 
He brought it tome; which haftily opening 
T:found in it thefe Vines? 


To Ovip. 





j Bees to be among the uumber of your forfaken 
Miftveffes you Lnconjiancy is going its ufual 
Rounds, and Tam convim ’d you do not love me 
as you ought, fince Horace cannot make you 
jealous ——~~ Thu mift have heard that he twas 
near two Hours in my Apartment, when I was 
abfeit ; 3; and one may reafinably fippofe he ems- 
ploy’d that timé ia writing, and exchanging bis 
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Verfes for yours; yet ave you no otherwife con 
cérn’d, than out of a Poet’s Vanity ——Is it 
for me to make this Remark? and ave you not 
afbamed to call yourfelf a Lover, while you can 
be fo eafily perfuaded of what you fhould but 
with difficulty believe, if I took ever fo much 
pains to convince you of it. ——Furewel, learn 
how to dove yourfelf, before you pretend to iufbyu€t 
others in the Art; and be not, till you have 
greater Proofs than any you have yet receiv d, too 


Secure of the Affections of 
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I would not give Talia an opportunity, of 
reproaching him with not anfwering her 
Letter, which I kept, left the Slave fhould 
be blamed, and by that means the Intrigue 
between us difcoverd: I defir’d Cepion, 
therefore, who was acquainted with both 
Ovid and myfelf, but much more a Friend 
to me than to him, to carry him to an Enter- 
tainment which was to be made at the 
Houle of Domitius. I knew very well that 
Tullia defignd to pafs fome Days at this 
Retreat, and took hold of this Opportunity 
to declare myfelf her Lover. I had for 
fome time before got acquainted with her 
Charioteer, and making him a handfome Pre- 
fent, as an Earneft of what he might here- 
after expect from me, if my Defien fuc- 
ceeded, I obliged him to break the Chariot, 
juft at the entrance of the Wood which lies 
on the right hand of the Road coming hither. 
I had order’d a fine Tent to be put up in 
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the Wood ; I had alfo prepared a Collation 
of the fineft Wines and richeft Fruits the 
Seafon of the Year afforded ; as good a Set 
of Mufick as I could get, were ready to en- 
tertain her: and every thing happening ac- 
cording to my Wifh, I waited ready to relieve 
the Lady from her imaginary Misfortune — 
She was aftonifh’d to find help fo unlook’d 
for; and I told her, that this was one of 
thofe agreeable Frolicks with which Ovid fo 
often reproach’d me. I had no fooner ended 
thefe words, than the Collation was ferv’d 
up, and, from every Corner of the Wood, 
"Trumpets, Flutes, Violins, and various kinds 
of Inftruments fent forth at once their dif- 
ferent Sounds, compleating a Harmony per- 
fe€tly enchanting to the Ear. They play’d 
at a diftance all the time we were at our 
Repaft ; but as foon as that was over, the 
Maficians appear’d, and being drefs’d, fome 
like the Graces, others in the manner of 
Cupids, tune’d at the fame time their Voices 
and their Inftruments, and fang about thirty 
Lines which I had compos’d on the Power of 
Love; which finifh’d, they difappear’d, and 
gave me liberty to tell her, that this was 
but the Prelude to the Play; that what I had 
faid in Poetry of that Paffion, but little ex- 
refsd what I felt of it; and a thoufand 

other fuch things, which teftify’d I had in- 
deed fome farther Defign than. ordinary 
Gallantry. As much pleas'd as fhe had 
feem’d at the former part of my Behaviour, 
fhe grew a little difturb’d at the latter, ef- 
pecially when fhe faw my Servants, as well 
as the Muficians, were ail departed, and 
fhe 
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fhe was left entirely alone with me: Alas! 
cry’d fhe, 1 find this was an intended Meet- 
ing ; and perhaps the breaking of my Cha- 
riot might not be accidental. You will 
not be offended, Madam, I hope, aufwer'd J; 
all the Defign you can fufpect me of, is to 
make you a Declaration of Love; and fure 
that tender Theme has nothing in it which 
can alarm you. Iam not fo much alarm’d 
as Iam angry, faid fhe, nor will I liften to 
your Raillery one moment longer. As fhe 
{pcke this, fhe turn’d from me with all the 
tokens of the utmoft Indignation. Wrong 
me not, Madam, anfwerd J, by a Sufpicion 
fo unjutt it is with the greateft and fin- 
cereft Paffion that I adore you; and to 
know that Ovid.has the preference in your 
Efteem, has not had the power to prevent 
me from offering you the whole Services of 
my future Life- I have long been feeking 
an Opportunity of making this Declaration 
to you, but the Affiduity of my Rival has 
till now hindred me it is but by a Stra- 
tagem that I now have you alone——hear 
me, therefore, I conjure you, Madam, with 
patience ; Ovid tells you thar he loves you, 
buc does he not fay the fame to every Lady 
in Rome, who either is, or is accounted 
lovely ? He has no new Method of 
pleating you, or expreffine his Inclinations— 
Behold in me the moit faithful of all your 
Votaries, and one who will put his whole 
Invention on the rack to find itil new and 
unlook’d for Subjeéts of Entertainment for 
yoOue 
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Thad but. juft finith’d thefe words, when 
the fudden ‘appearance of Ovid put a ftop to 
any farther Difcourfe on this Subje&-——As 
he was coming from the Houle of Domitius, 
he had met a Servant of Zulia’s,; who was 
fent back to Rome to fetch another Chariot : 
He told Ovid what had befallen her, and he 
came immediately to the Place where he was 
told the Accident had happen’d, to fee if fhe 
was hurt. The Condition he found her in 
was enough, one would think, to have fill’d 
him with the utmoft Difquiets ; the ‘Tent I 
had caus’d to be fet up was extremely mag- 
nificent, and perfumed with the richeft O- 
dors of the Eafs——the Fragments of the 
Collation fhow’d that it had been of the beft: 
In fine, every thing demonftrared, that it 
was not by chance all this had happen’d. 
But Ovid was not accuftom’d to lofe a 
Lady’s Heart; the Love he bore her, he 
thought, was a fufficient Security for being 
belov’d by, her: and when he found her 
fafe, he was as perfeétly eafy as if he had 
found her alone. I took occafion to oblige 
Tullia to remark this Indifference of his : 
You fee, Madam, faid I, in a whifper, that 
the Declarations of Love made at a Feaft, 
are much more fincere than thofe elfewhere. 
Your Chariot broke down by chance, 
doubtlefs ; I happen’d to be in the way alfo 
without Defign ; thefe Fruits, this Mufick, 
and this Entertainment, by Inchantment pre- 
fented themfelves to divert you: Ovid fur- 
prizes us together, believes there was no De- 
fign in all this, nor trembles at the thoughts 


ef what may have happen’d between two 
People 
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Peopte in a Place fo love-infpiring ‘as this 
{weet Recefs. But I am jealous only at fee- 
ing him here now, can fcearce think he would 
have left the Houfe of Domitius fo early, if 
he had not defign’d to follow you to Tuf- 
culum; and am diftracted with the Appre- 
henfions that you permitted him to do fo— 
To which, therefore, of us two can you 
afcribe the higheft and’ moft fervent Paf- 
fion ? a | 
Thefe words were fpoken at a time when 
Tullia was heartily vex’d: fhe expected that 
he would indeed have exprefs’d fome Difla- 
tisfaction at finding, as eafily he might, that 
this Meeting had not been accidental; and 
befides, fhe had receiv’d no Anfwer to her 
lat Letter, which, being ignorant of the 
true Reafon, fhe imputed that to him as a 
Crime, which was only an Artifice of my 
Love. She rally’d him in fo fevere a man- 
ner, that, in {pice of the natural Tran- 
quillity of his Humour, I had the pleafure 
of feeing him a little mortify’d with it at lait. 
But he conceal’d it as much as poffible, and 
the Difquier he was in, did him no fer- 
vice with Tullia, becaufe, it was obvious to 
me, fhe had at that time Emotions in_her 
own Soul too violent to fufler her to obferve 
what pafs’d in his. But he afterwards faid 
to Cepion, who related it to me, that tho’ 


he was afhamed to own himfeif capable of 


being touch’d with Jealouly, be now found 

the Efects of it as cruelly as ever Man did. 

Could I have believ’d, faid he to him, that a 
r 2 J . 2 im. | 

Woman, whom Fhad inftructed in the Ku- 

diments ef Love, could ever liften with any 

plea- 
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pleafure to what Horace is able to alledge in 
favour of that Paffion! Heavens! how in- 
duftrious have I been to convince her of 
my Tendernefs! I feem’d to wake for no 
otter end, than to reveal what I had dream’d 
of her in my Sleep fhe fees me at all 
the Temples to which the goes Is certain 
of meeting me in every Vilit fhe makes-—— 
or wien fhe walks, her Shadow is not more 
infeparabie than am I————my Looks, my 
Words, the Produ& of my Genius, are all 
devoted to her-—-I think of nothing elfe—— 
nor do I aét with any other View than to 
pleafe her. Horace is wholly given up 
to his Pleafures ———- Gaming, Feafting, 
Dancing, the Court and Theatre, engrofs 
all his Hours -——— What leifure has he for 
the Affiduities requifite to obtain a Lady? 
or what Tafte of the Delicacies of foft 
Defire ? 

But to return to the Hiftory of my Pro- 
ceedings; we both attended Yullia to this 
Place, and having feen her fafe at home, re- 
turn’d together, not very agreeable Compa- 
nions, to Rome: Having inform’d myfelf 
how long fhe intended to tarry at Tufculum, 
Tiefolv'd to back my former Gallantry with 
a fecond no lefs furprifing and agreeable 
than the other. And having order’d all 
things ready againft the time fhe was to 
come, fhe found her Entry into Rome at- 
tended with a Mafquerade of Nymphs and 
Shepherds, who dancing all the way before, 
behind, and on each fide her Chariot, to 
the Sound of rural Mufick, conduéted her 














through the Gates of Rome ; at which there 
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met her a Troop of Aigyptians richly habited, 
who conducted her home, and danced. be- 
fore her Door after the manner of the Coun- 
try of which they were reprefented to be 
Natives. ‘This Diverfion lafted till after 
Supper-time, and then a Company of Co- 
medians came, as if by chance, and begged 
to be entertain’d that Night—— They acted 
before her the Fury of Ajax, and the Con- 
teft between him and Uly/fes for the Armour 
of Achilles. By the manner of their Per- 
formance, it might eafily be feen they were 
no common Strollers, nor indeed were they, 
but young Romans of Condition, whom I‘had 
engaged to affift me in this Plot. | 

I aifected to be prodigioufly furpriz’d at 
this Entertainment, but the Deceit was too 
apparent to pafs for Truth on fuch a Man 
as Ovid, who, as well as myfelf; had come 
at the very beginning of it, to welcome 
Tullia home: He afterwards reproach’d her 
very bitterly, and taking all the Aflurances 
‘fhe gave him, that fhe neither knew of, nor 
encouraged me to give her thofe Diverfions, 
.as fo many Endeavours. to impofe on his 
Credulity ; had like to have arriv’d at that 
Pitch of Jealoufy which Tullia fo much de- 
fird: but being inform’d by one of my 
Companions, that fhe was really innocent, 
and that all Thad done was the Refult of 
my own Caprice, he foon return’d to his 
former ‘Tranquillity. 

But this was not the only Stratagem I 
invented to perplex this happy Rival; fome 
Orders of Mecenas’s had kept Ovid, much 
againft his Will, all the time Zulia was in 
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the Country : and tho’ I knew there was an 
abfolute Neceflity for his ftaying in Rome, 7 
did not fail to tell her it proceeded ‘ftom his 
Negligence of her: And having redoubled 
my Generofity and Inftructions to the Slave, 
{ order’d it fo well, that Ovid could not be 
juftify’d ; for I intercepted all his Letters, 
which made Tullia believe he ‘was really 


grown cold; and that the Jealoufy which he 


Pe) 
had of me was no more than a Pretence to 


quarrel. In fine, every thing made againft 
him; swhile I, induftrious to improve the mo- 
rent of her Anger, fufter’d not a Day to 
pais, without entertaining her with fome 
new Amufement I found out a Grecian 
who fang incomparably fine, and engaged 
her to perform before my Miftrefs I 
was told fhe was engaged to go a Hunting 
with fome Friends; I procured the bet 
Pack of Hotinds that could be got, and 
‘went thither alfo; and after I had ‘given 
them better Diverfion than they expected, 
st was follow’d by a magnificent Entertain- 
ment. Thefe Affiduities, my Letters, my 
Poems, and my paMionate Diftoustes, together 
with the Indignation my Artificés ‘had intpit’d 
her with againft Ovid, work’d ‘the ‘Effect *T 
euifh’d.——-in: thofr, my Lord, “L pleas ‘d “her, 
and the firft time my Rival perceiv’d'it, ‘was 
at a Feaft I had made, where Tullia conde- 
{cended to be prefent, and gave me lo many 
Marks of Favour, that he muft have been’as 
blind as he ts really difcerming, ‘fot to {ee 
that he was now but the fecond ‘in ‘her 
Efteem. I with, my Lord, you had feen the 
Surprize and Rage he was‘in 5 he ‘took “her 
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apart from the reft of the Company, and, as 
one who overheard them, afterwards told 
me, upbraided her in thefe Terms: Is this, 
Madam, faid he, the Effect of all my flat- 
tering Hopes ? Could I have imagin’d 
ou would bave treated me in this manner? 
Have I taken fo much pains to engage 
you? and is it thus that you reward my Al- 
fiduities >———I fee plainly you love Horace, 
every Look and every Aétion convinces me 
that he is prefer’d before me in your Efteem. 
Suppofe 1 do, aifwer'd foe, with a difdainful 
Air, what is there fo ftrange in this ? 
Has not Horace thofe Qualifications which 
make Men amiable ?- and am I the firft 
’Woman which has thought him agreeable 2— 
But, Madam, refum'd my Rival, have you 
not promis’d me an unalterable Affection ? 
and do you not remember, that Falfhood and 
Ingratitude are Crimes worthy of rendring 
all who are guilty of them Objects rather of 
Contempt than Admiration ? Do you 
not fear you will, by being known to be of 
this Humour, lofe all the Conquefts your 
Beauty has gain’d? No, faid Yulia, I am 
little croubled with any of thefe Apprenen- 
fions ; the Man who does not love, 1S cer- 
tainly unworthy of heing belov'd: and that 

ou are infenfible of that Pafficn, I am per- 
feGly affur’d, becaute a Heare truly poflefs’d 
of it, isa Stranger to that Tranquillity you 
are fo much famed for: Jealoufy, and a 
Reftietinefs of Nature, are the infeparable 
Companions of Love; and I am very glad 
shat I obferv’d in you thefe Deficiencies, be- 
fore I had engaged my Afieétions too deeply 
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to be able to recall them. Alas! Madam; ~ 
reply d he, had thefe been the Motives of 
your Chance, Tears, Reproaches, and other 
Tokens of an ill-treated ‘Pendernefs, had 
been the forerunners of it——you would not 
allat once have forfaken me-———Had you 
ever lov'd, you could not with fuch Sudden- 
nefs transfer it from one Objet to another— 
No, no, you but diflembled a Tendernefs 
for me, and are not inconftant, but deceitful 
and cruel—Heavens! is it poffible I could be 
fo much miftaken in a Heart I thought m 
own!— Ungrateful Divinity of Love! feek out 
another Panegyrift, another Hiftorian; I will 
no more pretend to unravel your Myfteries— 
they are only chimerical a Miftrets is loft 
without my being able to forefee it—Horace 
has deprivd me of her—there are no certain 
Rules in the betraying Paffion; and ’tis Fate 
alone decides the Happinefs of Men. 
Agrippa found fomething fo diverting in 
this Repetition of the Exclamation of Ovid, 
that he could not forbear burfting into a fit 
of Laughter. I know Ovid by the Detcrip- 
tion you give of him, faid he, and, as much 
m his Friend, thould have had an in- 
finite pleature in feeing him thus uneafy, 
had I been witnefs of it. 
I 
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tis impoflible, my Lord, refum’d Horace, 
to fet it forth as it really was; he could not 


contain himfelf, but ran up and down a- 


mon? his Acquaintance, complaining to them 
ail of the Misfortune thar had befallen him: 
and happening to meet me fome {mall time 
after he had Had this Difcourfe with Tula, 
as I was walking by myfelf in the Gardens 
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“ot Lucullus, he came to me, and defir’d me 


to tell him ingenuoufly, if there was any real 
Amour between me and Zul/ia, or whether 
it was only a feint contriv’d between us, to 
make him jealous; and when, by my evading 
the Queftion, and anfwering him in fuch 
Terms as might, without my downright 
confefing it, make him believe his Fears 
were but too juftly grounded ; he loaded me 
with Imprecaticns, more worthy to be pub- 
lifh’d than any of his Elegies. 


Horace could proceed no farther on this 
Subject, one of Agrippa’s Attendants came 
to acquaint him that he muft attend the Em- 
peror. ‘T’hey went, and immediately found 
Auguftus, with the reft of the Company, in 
a Grove which jetted out on one of the 
Arms of the Tiber, at the end of which was 
an Alcove buile all. of the moft beautiful 
white Marble. ‘The Emperor had on pur- 
pofe drawn thither, while a fumptuous Pre- 
paration for their Entertainment was going 
forward in another Place; and at the clofe 
of day he furpriz’d them with a Sight the 
moft glorious that witty Love ever contriv’d 
for the Pleafure of a darling Spectator. 

The Houfe of Tullia was fill’d with Lights, 
the Windows were coverd with fine red 
Linnen,. ftamp’d with divers kinds of Fi- 
gares, which being plainly fhown by the 
Lights behind, feem’d like fo many flaming 
Perfpectives, and made the whole Dome ap- 
pear like an, inchanted Caftle ; and, while 
they were gazing on it, a thoufand Fire- 
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by the Emperor's Order, reprefenting the 
Letters which compos’d the Name of Te- 
ventia in various colour’d Flames. 

Thefe things were not done on 4 fudden, 
the Sovereign Power, extenfive as it iS, ac- 
knowledges the Laws of Impoffibility. Ca- 
far had order’ this Show for another Oc- 
cafion, which being put off, he apply’d to 
this but the Ladies being ignorant of it, 
The Heavens, my Lord, faid ‘Terentia, fhow 
more Miracles chan one in your favour ; for 
certainly there is fomething fupernatural in 
what we now fee. It is rather on your ac~ 
count we are indebted for this Entertain- 
ment, reply’d the amorous Aneuftus, whe being 
dear to the Gods, as their moft compleat 
Workmanfhip, they think themfelves ob- 
liged to do fomething extraordinary for you. 
‘The Gods, refum’d ‘Terentia, do indeed 
doubly blefs me, when the Favours they 
youchfafe to fhow on me, are convey’d by 
the hands of Cafar, their moft clorious Re- 
prefentative on Earth. 

With thefe fort of Difcourfes they enter- 
tain’d each other, till they came into the 
Hall, which was in the middle of the Houle ; 
the Entrance was cover’d with Greens and 
Flowers, the Table was cover'd with the 
moft exquifite Meats, and other Rarities 
which could be found in the whole Empire 5 
a magnificent Ball, worthy of him that gave 
it, concluded the Entertainment ; they danced 
‘1 a Room adorn’d with large Looking- 
Glaffes, which multiply’d the Objeéts, and 
made the Sight exceeding fplendid. 
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The Day approaching, put an end ‘to 
thefe Diverfions, which are moft properly 
adapted to Night; ten or twelve little Cha- 
riots, moft beautifully painted and gilded, 
waited to bear this illuftriovs Company back 
to Rome : Augziftus, wich his'admir’d Terentia, 
Pot into dne 3 Marcellus and the Princefs Fu- 
lia, by the Emperor's ‘Orders, were feared 
together in another ; Twllia, who would at- 
tend them, with Vurentillia, Fulvin, Agrippa, 
and Horace, fill’d the third; the Princefs’s 
Maids of Honour, ‘with the Officers ‘of ‘the 
‘Emperor’s Retinue, ‘placed themfelves in the 
Sthers, ‘according to’their Ranks, or ‘to their 
Grclinations ': Virgil was the-only Perfon ‘of this 
méble' Troop who left not Lufewhun; but that ge- 
térous Man, preferring the Rules of Friend- 
‘fhip to the Pleafures which he might ‘have en- 
joy’d in accompanying them, follow'd Cornelius 
‘to a little Houle near Tulia’sswhere: on'Cafar's 
‘unexpected Vifit to her, he had withdrawn. 

This ‘great Man was ‘at prefent in dif- 
grace with the Emperor, and had ‘lately ‘re~ 
eéiv'd ‘orders ‘never to appear in his prefence 
again. 'He-came'to Rome to entreat Terentia 
to intercede for him; and it was for this 
speafonithat “He follow’d ‘her ‘to Tulia’s :‘but 
‘n ‘the Emperor's ‘arrival, ‘as [have before 
“ebférv’d, was obliged to’retire. 

'When he ‘pérceiv’d that Virgil was'come 
‘to ‘him, -he oppos’d his ftayas much as ‘pof- 
ible Return, ‘my dear Virgil, to the Place 
where ‘I ‘left you, fad he, and ‘follow ‘not 
the ‘Fottune ofa ‘Wretch ‘fo forlorn ‘as 
am; there may ‘be a Contagion in my ill 
Fate’:’Princes love ‘to have their Anger ‘au- 
thoriz’d 


CHL CII CHOI LOO 


arse Roky 


OOOO IIS: SIOCCCSCC OSPR FEDS D 


arenes 


Oe Acre — rr — 
fmt 


tees 





—- 


FECFLPIOPCPPPISVPIOVPEODEOPEPIOL DS? 





“SOP LSS IPSLOVPSLEOSIS 


a 
< 





( 2246.) 


thoriz’d by the wifeft,.and moft illuftrious 
Men; and, you feem to reproach Cafar with 
Injuftice, when you fhow favour to the Man 
whom he is pleas’d to hate. I am not con- 
fiderable enough, reply’d Virgil, to. have the 
fteps I take regarded: that Policy you men- 
tion, is only to be. obferv’d by thofe whofe 
Births or Employments render all their; Ac- 
tions as fo. many Examples to. the People : 
and. what in a Man of Quality would be 
look’d on as Prudence, would appear, ridi- 
culous in fuch a one.as me. | 

You,are too modeft, faid Cornelius to 
him, and, I am very certain the, Emperor 
efteems you more than you do yourfelf;.a 
good Poet is as often neceflary..as,a great 
Hero, and perhaps. too, we fometimes owe 
the Benefits we receive from the ,Jutter, to 
the Encomiums of the former to Poetry 
we are indebted both for the Excitement to 
a brave Action, and the immortalizing it 
when accomplifh’d Had Homer not tung 
the Praifes of Achilles, Pofterity had loft half 
his Wonders, and, confequently, .had not 
been blefs'd with fo many noble Imitators of 
his Valour. : 

It is by thefe Flatteries, reply’'d Virgil, that 
all our Authors, the moft part of them. at 
Jeaft, are confounded ? they think they make 
the Deftiny of fome great Man, and mur- 
mur, if they are forgor themfelves, as if it 
was the greateft piece of injuftice imaginable. 
But, to argue thefe things. without Partiality, 
1 know of no fuch fervice we can be, to the 
Publick Where is the Poet who dares 
reprove the Vices of his living Prince ? 
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Do they not rather footh, and endeavour to 
palliate the moft detefted Crimes of the Man 
in Power ?—-"Tis only the mean Villain who 
is exposd, the Great are never guilty 
Yet who obferves what we fay on this fcore? 
In vain we fing imaginary Virtues, when thé 
publick Memorials give the lye to our Re- 
port, and real Vices every day difclofe them- 
felves. I cannot fee, therefore, that 
fince our Writings are not able either to re= 
form a Prince, or make him appear better 
than he is to his Subjeéts, of what advantage 
they are to one or the other. I would not, 
however, be thought to prove, that great 
Men ought not to reward the Praifes given 
them by Men of Letters; on the contrary, 
I think they acquire more Glory in gratifying 
them, as they are the leaft neceflary to them : 
But I would rather a Man would do juftice 
to himfelf in the firft place, and let the 
A€tions of Princes alone, who are not to be 
praisd for Virtues which they have not, nor 
are accountable for the contrary to any but 

the Gods. | 
Would to Heaven, faid Cornelius, that 
this Maxim had been ftrongly engrafted in 
me; I fhould then be ftill in the Emperor's 
favour, and in poffeffion of the Government 
with which he honour’d me: but the Splen- 
dor of my Rank had fo far dazzled me, that 
I remember’d not to whom I was indebted 
for it; and, without confidering that I was 
not myfelf the Author of my Greatnefs, I 
look’d on my State as altogether independent 
on any one; and if an intervening Fear 
would now and then oppofe what I was 
F f about 
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(Comey 
about to do, I prefently check’d it, ima- 
gining my Services to have been fo impor- 
tant, that the Favours I receiv’d from Cafar, 
were rather a Debt he ow’d me, than the 
Effect of any Generofity. 

I never heard, vefum’d Virgil, by what 
means you difoblig’d the Emperor; I thought 
he fhower’d on you fo many Marks of his 
Efteem, that Gratitude, without any other 
Confideration, would have kep® you in the 
Bounds of your Duty. | 

Love, my dear Virgil, reply’d Cornelius, is 
the Foible of the greateft Men; ic is that 
alone which has otcafion’d my Crime, and 
*tis from that alone that I can hope for par- 
don. As I have never heard the Particulars, 
faid the other, 1 beg you willtake this Op+ 
portunity of revealing them tome. It would 
be a difficult Requeft indeed, anfwer’d he, 
that I would refule to Virgil; prepare to 
hear me then with patience, nor blame too 
fuddenly the Errors of one who has not been 
the Mafter of himfelf. The Prince of Poets 
made no other reply to this Compliment than 
a low Bow: and Cornelius, willing to oblige 


- him, and alfo to give vent to the fecret An- 


guith of his Soul, began the Account he had 
promis’d him in this manner: 
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REPEC ERE RES 


The Fiftory of CoRNELIUS 


Guat ous: 


Ye have formerly heard me_ frequen- 
ly make mention, faid he, of a beau- 
tiful freed Woman, belonging to the Philo- 
fopher Volumnius, named Cytheris, who fol- 
low’d Mark Anthony the Jaft time he left 
Rome in difcontent: this was the fame, who, 
knowing her no otherwife than by my De- 
{criprion of her Charme, you have celebra- 
ted by the Name of Lyconis, in one of your 
Eclogues. 3 : 

I have often told you the affli¢tion her 
Flight was to me, and you feem’d then fo 
much touch’d withit, that you mention’d it 
in your Verfes, as tho’ you had feen into my 
Heart. This Grief of mine was only 
occafion’d by having loft the Sight of an 
Objet fo dear to me. The Love which I 
f{ufpected fhe bore my Rival, fhe was wholly 
incapable ef; and her Soul was as infenfible 
to the Flames of Mark Anthony, as it had 
been to mine. I was not convinced of this, 
however, for a great while; and the rage I 
was in, to find my Services difdain’d, toge- 
ther with the great Employments I was then 
engaged in, made me refolve, as much as 
pofible, to forget her. “Tis poffible, that 
the fudden Rife of my Fortune, the Gran- 
5 Sesh: i 2 oh edi, +1 
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deur with which I was inviron’d, and the 
Diverfions I gave into, whenever the Bufi- 
ne{s of the State permitted me a leifure 
Hour, might at laft have accomplifh’d what 
J fo much defir’d ; but, in the midft of m 
Efforts, an Accident happen’d, which in a 
moment deftroy’d the Work of many Months, 
and let me fee, that where Love has once 
eftablift’d his Throne, he is not to be re- 
mov d, at leaft fo far as not to be able to 
refume it whenever he thinks proper, and 
but affects a Weaknefs, to fhow his Strength. 
the more. 

I happen’d one day to be walking on the 
Borders of the Nile, when 2 Man belonging 
to my Train came to inform me, that in one 
of the Defert Iflands, with which that River 
is plentifully ftor’d, he had heard a human 
Voice, and defir’d to know if I would fend 
any one to fee who it was, and by what 
{trange ‘Turn of Fortune left in fuch a 
Place. 

The Perfon who brought me the fe tidings, 
was of himfelf fufficient to have gone on 
this errand ; but I found a fecret Inclination 
within me, which I could not then account 
for, to go on this fearch myfelf,. I, there- 
fore, got immediately.into a Boat, and land- 
ed in the Ifland, where the firft Object which 
met my aftonifh’d Eyes, was the beautiful 
Cytheris, whom I fo long, and fo paffionately 
had lov’d, tho’ in vain. 7 

Net the fad and deje&ed Air in which 
fhe appear’d, nor the alteration which four 
or five Years had made jn her, fince laft I 
lad {een her, could keep my fluttering ik 
rom 
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from giving an immediate Direction to my 
Eyes ; the Joy and Terror, the mingled 
Tendernefs' and Refentment for paft Un- 
kindneffes, convinced me it was no other 
than Cytheris whom I now beheld. 

What new Thefeus does this Age produce ? 
cryd I; or rather, what worfe Monfter than 
Africk ever bred, could be fo barbarous to 
expofe that Form to the Terrors of this de- 
fert Ifland 2-————Has Mark Anthony dard 
to commit fuch Sacrilege ? and could 
the Gods permit an Adtion fo inhuman ? 
Mark Anthony, baughtily replyd Cytheris, was 
never the Difpofer of my Fate; myfelf a- 
lone has the power of being fo, nor will I 
ever beftow it on another. Alas! Cytheris, 
yefum’d I, too dearly do you ftill love that 
moft ungrateful Man : Is it not enough that 
you abandon’d all the Pleaiures of Rome, to 
follow him 2——Is it not enough, that while 
he was blefs’d in your Affections, a thoufand 
noble Youths with Cornelius Janguifh’d in 
vain; but you muft alfo hinder me from 
loading him with thofe juit Reproaches his 
Ingratitudé deferves. You sever knew me 
rightly, faid Cytheris coldly, nor do you yet— 
I never lov’d Mark Anthony, nor did he for- 
fake me—and had I been capable of Love, 
either for Cornelius Gallus, or Mark Authouy, 
perhaps it had not been the latter I had 
made my Choice——but a Humour, which 
I then took to be a blind Humour, but 
which I fince have found to be juft, made 
me look on your Love as the greateft Perfe- 
cution could befal me-——To avoid it, there- 
fore, I ftole privately from Rome, and went 

to 
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to feck an Afylum elfewhere———-Come, 
my Lord, continued fhe, taking me by the hand, 
come and fee what a Retreat the Gods have 
allotted me, and be perfuaded that the Love 
of Wifdom and Contemplation has been 
the only Paffion I am capable of knowing. 

When fhe. had thus fpoken, fhe ied, me 
through a little Path to the moft agreeabie 
Solitude that ever was; the Wood which 
this Ifland is cover’d with, 1s feparated in 
this Place, as tho’ by Art fafhion’d and cut 
into an Alley, which going in a Defcent, 
border’d on a Meadow water’d by a moft 
pleafing Rivulet. Nature had enamel'd this 
Spot with various and uncommon Flowers, 
and the Induftry of thofe who had accom- 
pany’d Cytheris, had provided every thing in 
it neceflary for Life ; rhere were two or three 
little Huts, which altho they were only co- 
ver'd with Leaves, were made in fuch a 
manner, as defended thofe within from the 
Infults of the Weather, and the Dangers of 
wild Beafts. <A little Platform of Earth was 
fil’'d with Corn, and Roots of all kind fuf- 
ficient for this little Family. 

I thought myfelf in one of thofe enchanted 
Iflands defcribed to us by the Poets in their 
Works :————-At a little diftance from us [ 
perceiv’d an old Man, who, far from being 
furprized to fee a Stranger with Cyzheris, 
went on in a piece of work he was employ'd 
about—-—-~F or my part, I could {carce be- 
lieve it was any other than a Vifion I faw, 
and ftood rubbing my Eyes like one who 
had a Mift before them, or was not well 
awake. Yon are amazed, my Lord, aid 
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Cytheris, to fee that fo charming a Retreat 
fo near the City of Alexandria, fhould 
efcape your Knowledge. It was to enjoy 
this, that I refufed the pompous Slavery you 
ofer’d me at Rome, and not to follow him 
you thought your Rival Here the Fall 
and Rife of Empires neither affect me with 
Joy or Grief ; afd, entirely free from Paf- 
fions or Defires of any kind, I enjoy a 
Tranquillity which is not to be known in 
the great World: and, more content with 
my Condition than perhaps you are with 
yours, I fweetly experience, that the Gods 
beftow upon Men freely every thing necef- 
fary for Happinefs, when they are wife e- 
nough to know it; and not by vain Pur- 
fuits, and unfatiated Wifhes, diftract their 
Peace, and difappoint the Goodnefs of all-in- 
dulgent Fieaven. 

This admirable Difcourfe fo far tranf- 
ported me, that I was ready to adore the 
Mouth which fpoke it, and contemned my- 
felf for my want of Capacity to entertain 
‘Notions fo refin’'d. Divine Creature, fad J, 
who meriteft to be worfhip’d only as we 
would approach the Gods————Come and 
give back to the World a Miracle this Soli- 
tude deprives it of You deferve the 
Empire of the Univerfe; but fince Augufius, 
who alone could give it you, is unacquainted 
with your Worth, come at leaft, and be the 
Emprefs’s Reprefentative in Alexandria 
Come and reign abfolute Miftrefs over him, 
who js abfolute Ruler over all the Dominions 
of Ptolemy. No, no, anfwer'd fhe, had the 
Gods defign’d me for fuch a State, they 
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would have granted it me before this time— 
they placed my Anceftors on a Throne, and 
would have handed down to me thofe Ho- 
nours which adorn’d the Heads of my Fore- 
fathers, had they not thought it better for 
me to be in the Condition I now am. O 
think not you muft long remain in it ! refum’d 
{: but, Madam, I have hitherto addrefs’d 
to you as a Lover only ; your Refufal of my 
Offers obliges me now to fpeak to you as 
Prator of Egypt ; that CharaGer makes it my 
Duty to do all the good I am able for the 
Province I am allotted to govern; and I 
fhould be extremely deficient in it, fhould I 
fuffer to continue in this folitary Place one 
who might adorn by her Prefence, and im- 
prove by her Example, the wondring Mil- 
lions of her Sex. Well, faid Cytheris, either 
as a Lover, or a Prator, you ought to con- 
form your Will to mine———you cannot be 
the former without Submiffion, nor can the 
latter have any Authority over a Perfon of 
my Rank and Birth. 

I ftill perfifted, however, in my Endea- 
vours to get her from this Place, or at leaft 
to inform me of what Condition or Country 
fhe was ; but fhe refus’d to gratify me either 
in the one or the other : and having feveral 
times repeated her Commands, that I fhould 
return to Alexandria, I departed from her 
with an aking Heart, carrying with me a 
more violent Paffion than ever. 

She had not, however, forbad me to vifit, 
and it was no longer than two Days that I 
delayed taking a fecond little Voyage to the 
Ifland. She receiv’d me with a fweet Com- 
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plaifance and Affability ; and tho’ I could dif- 
cern not the leaft Marks of that Tendernefs 
I aim’d to infpire, yet the behaved to me in 
a manner which left me no room to doubt 
fhe had a Friendfhip for me. She fhew’d 
me the Diverfions and Employments in which 
fhe pafs’d her time. Volumuius, you know, 
is a perfect Mafter in the Sciences; and find- 
ing Cytheris capable of all the Inftruction he 
could give her, he had made her a very great 
Proficient in Philofophy ; fhe was alfo well 
skill’d in the Greek Tongue, play’d to admi- 
ration on feveral forts of Inftruments, fang 
incomparably well, and painted fo much to 
the Life, that it has been call’d in queftion, 
if fome of her Pieces did not exceed thofe 
of the moft celebrated Hands: and thefe 
Perfedtions it was, which created:in Volumnius 
fo great an Efteem for her, that he made 
her a Prefent of her Freedom. 

Do you not think, faid fhe to me, that thefe 
Employments are fufiicient to make us pafs 
over the little time allotted us by Fate to 
live? And can youthink the Pleafures of 
Rome or Alexandria are more fubftantial than 
thofe I enjoy in this Retreat ? The 
Diverfions of the bufy World are to the Soul 
what Shows are to the Eye; they attract at 
firft, but foon become infipid, and lofe all 
their relifh, and at laft grow tirefome: and 
as one Defire is continually fucceeded by an- 
other, our inward Peace is utterly deftroyd. 
But, Cytheris, returwd I, how is it that a 
Perfon of your Sex and Years is capable of 
fuch ferious Refle€tions? or having made 
them, by what means improve or cultivate 
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them in fuch.a Place as this? Every body, 
veplyd fhe, has eee enough in himfelf 
to become wife: The moft skilful Artift com- 
mits too many Faults in his Science, not to 
be convinced that he is not itifallible. and to 
ee him on to aim at a greater degree of 
erfe€tion————if fuch a Man has Mo- 
a fty, and a Defire of improving his Know- 
ledge, he is a wife Man in his way. Every 
other Degree of Life furnifhes People with 
the like Inftruétions. As for my own part, 
I have had the experience of two or three 
different States ; I was born a Slave, and 
was ignorant, till after Iwas made "free, 
how far my Lineage was from fuch Obfcu- 
rity. I learn’d from thence, that Slavery is 
in itfelf no great Evil, fince I bore it without 
Uneafinels, and that ‘being of an illuftrious 
Birth is not a real Good; fince I was fo, 
and did not know it. The! Teveiee Anthony 
for fome time made Cleopatra’s Happinels, 
but it had not the power to give me any: 
Love, therefore, is not an effential Bleffing, 
nor indeed any of the Pleafures of this Life, 
but as we pleafe to make them: “tis our 
Imagination which gives the Worth of every 
thing, and ‘tis bhatt which renders us either 
miferable, or the contrary. Could you but 
bring yourfelf to imagine a middle State the 
beft, that Medium would make you happier 
than Greatnefs can ; or could you but think, 
that a Life free from the Uncertainties, Hopes, 
Fears, and Perplexities which are infepa- 
rable from an amorous -Engagement; you 
would know, that neither Love, nor Gran- 
: deur, 
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deur, are Bleffings fo fublime, as to under- 
ftand how to fupport the Want of them. 

The more fhe fpoke, the more I found to 
admire in her Wifdom, and the Delicacy of 
her Notions; the Contempt fhe exprefsd 
of Love, I imagin’d might proceed from not 
having receiv’d any Offers of it from the 
Man fhe liked; but that fhe feem’d to have 
of Power, convinced me, fhe had a Soul 
more truly elevated than what is ordinarily 
to be found even among thofe who pretend 
moft to be above the Influence of Ambition, 
and Defire of Rule. I befeech you, Madam, 
faid I, inform me of what Quality you are, 
that I may more admire the Virtue you 
teftify in defpifing the World’s Dignity—~—— 
the State of Life Iam in, is fubje¢t to Re- 
volutions, give me therefore fome Example, 
which, if I fhould ftand in need of, may be 
ufeful to me. 

I thought fhe was now going to grant my 
Requeft, when a young Lady, who had ac- 
company’d her to this Ifland, came to acm 
quaint her, that Ambiorix (which was the 
Name of the old Man who livd with them) 
had been bit by a venomous Creature ; and 
that knowing the Nature of thofe Animals, 
was certain he had not two Hours to live. 
Cytheris turn’d pale at this News, and ran 
immediately where Ambiorix was lying: I 
follow’d her, and heard her {peak to him in 
this manner: Alas! cry’d fhe, what Misfor- 
rune has befallen you? Muft I lofe your 
Care and Condu&t of me? Tell me, I be- 
feech you, if your Hurt is as dangerous as 


Phila has reprefented it. Sih 
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What Name was that you mention’d, my 
Lord ? cry’d Virgil, haftily interrupting him ; 
was it not Phila that you {aid ? Yes, reply’ d 
Cornelius, the young Lady who liv’d with 
Cytheris and Ambiorix, was call’'d Phila, Pray, 
‘my Lord, refum’d Virgil impatieutly, was the 
not an Athenian ? and did not Autiochus her 
Father, to prevent fome Predi@tions concerh- 
ing her, fend her into Sicily to be educated ? 
and did fhe not afterwards rarry fome time 


at Rome, and was known there by the Name 


of Plautia ? 

She is the very fame you fpeak of, anfwerd 
Cornelius, and whom you lately mention’d 
in the Story of Mil, which you related to 
us at the Houfe of Tullia: She came ac- 
quainted with Gheris at Tufculum, where 
Cicero kept her confin’d, to compel her to 
marry him. Volumnius at that time was a 
near Neighbour, and there commenced fo 
great a Friendfhip between thefe two beau- 
tiful young Perfons, that when Cytheris, for 
fome Reaions which you hall prefently be 
inform’d of, had taken a refolution to leave 
Rome, the other defir’d to accompany her : 
they came together into Egypt; and the Con- 
formity of their Fates fix’d in them fo great 
a ‘Tendernefs for each other, that I believe 
they are not yet feparated, but continue to 
live together in fome unknown Corner of the 
World. 

I befeech you, my Lord, faid Virgil, let 
us go in fearch of them; I am able to give 
ear no longerto your Story; and it ‘is only 
in feeking her out, that I can live and be 
happy. 

Would 
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Would to the Gods, reply’d Cornelius, that 
I might forfeit the Favour of Cafar for ever, 
on condition they would allow me the Hope 
of a fortunate Iffue of the Search you men- 
tion but I have fo often, and fo vainly 
attempted it, that I am now difcouraged 
from undertaking it for the future : But, ne- 
verthelefs, do you acquaint me why you 
feem fo much concern’d for Phila, and I will 
readily defer the Conclufion of my Adventures 
till another time. 

Make an end of it now, my Lord, I en- 
treat you, faid Virgil ; and ask your pardon 
for the interruption I have given you 
I was not at firft Mafter of thofe Emotions 
which the Name of Phila rais’d in me; but 
Reafon now refumes its Place, and I beg 
you will acquaint me what became of 4m- 
biovix’s Wound. 

It was mortal, azfwer’d Cornelius; but 
before he died, he fpoke fuch things to G- 
theris, which, tho’ they made againft me, I 
was charm’d with.— I fhall now remind 
you, Madam, faid he, for the laft time, that 
your Grandfather was the great Vividomarus, 
who fo long maintain’d the Liberty of the 
Gauls againft the invading Romaus: Thete 
Confiderations are more apt to in{pire Vanity 
than Wifdom; and one can hardly be vir- 
tuous, when one relies too much on the Me- 
rits of our Anceftors: but I conjure you to 
remember, that the Gods have endued you 
with a Courage and Refolution, which is not 
ordinarily to be found in your Sex; that 
thefe Gifts were not beftowd on you by 
Chance ; and that Heaven will one day re- 
quire 
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quire a ftriét Account of the Talents by 
which you are diftinguifh’d: I promis’d my 
Royal Mafter your Father, that I would do 
my beft to inftil into your Mind thefe lau- 
dable Sentiments; I die with this Satis- 
faction, that I have happily acquitted my 
Duty and my Promife————bnut all will be 
in vain, if you do not perfevere as you have 
begun maintain, therefore, that rare and 
noble Virtue, to be always contented with 
your State———-wifh not for any. thing you 
do not enjoy but, above all, remember 
that Hatred which your Anceftors bore to 
the Romans, and on which Condition you re- 
ceivd the Bleffing of a dying Father, which 
commonly makes Children happy in this 
World. 

Juft as he had finifh’d thefe Remonftrances, 
he gave up the Ghoft, leaving Cytherzs in an 
AffliGiion which cannot well be reprefented. 
The Dangers to which fhe was now expos’d 
in this folitary Place, and the Counfels of 
Phila, who told her fhe could not tarry in 
this Ifand after what had befallen Ambiorix, 
without being guilty of an Obdftinacy un- 
worthy of her Wifdom, made her comply 
with my Entreaties to retire to a Houfe 
which by the Prolemys had been built a few 
Miles from Alexandria, and which the Go- 
vernors of Egypt keep for themfelves. There 
I learn’d from her, that afcer King Virido- 
marus had been flain by Marcellus in a fingle 
Combat, the Prince his Son wandred from 
Kingdom to Kingdom, to crave Affiftance to 
re-eftablith him in his Father’s Throne; but 
finding himfelf deceiv’d in his wa orn 
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he bent his whole Mind on the Study of Phi- 
lofophy ; Egypt was the Place he chofe for his 
Retirement, becaufe at that time the Sciences 
flourifh’d no where fo much as there, except 
in Greece, where he was too well known: to 
venture. Soon after he was fettled in this 
tranquil, tho’ mean State, the Princefs his 
Wife coming to him, being then big with 
Child of Cytheris, under the Conduct of Am- 
biovix, was met by a Party of Romans, who 
took her Prifoner, carry’d her to Rome, and 
fold her to Volumunius. But Ambiorix being 
deeply wounded, and left for dead upon the 
Place, by the Care of fome Paflengers was 
recoverd, and went to &gypt, where ac- 
quainting his Royal Mafter with what had 
happen’d, this frefh Misfortune touch’d him 
fo fenfibly, that he retir’d wholly from the 
World, and, with no other Companion than 
his faithful Ambiorix, liv’d the Remainder of 
his Days in that defare Ile where I had 
found Cytheris. She told me likewife, that 
fome few days before his Death, a Slave, 
who was taken with her Mother, and fold 
alfo to Volumnius, was employ'd by that Phi- 
lofopher to go and gather fome Plants which 
grew in thefe Iflands; whofe Virtue he had 
a mind to experience. He no fooner faw his 
Prince, than he acquainted him of his Wife’s 
Captivity, and that fhe died in bringing in- 
to the World a Daughter, who was at pre- 
fent the Slave of the Mafter whom he ferv’d; 
but that fhe was educated with fo much 
Care and Tendernefs by that worthy Ro- 
man, that fhe felt not her Yoke. 
Prince, fhe faid, furviv'd not long the Slav 
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( 232 ) 
Account ; and when dying, commanded Am- 
biovix to make ufe of his utmoft Endeavours 
to gec her out of the Roman Power, and to 
infufe into her a Hatred againft all who bore 
that Name, leaving her his Bleffing on no 
other ‘Terms. 

The good Ambiorix having interr’d his 
Mafter, went about executing the former 
Part of his Commiffion : He arriv’d at Rome 
foon after Cytheris was made free, and having 
let her into the knowledge of her Birth, and 
inform’d her of her Father’s laft Commands, 
he prevail’d with her to retire to the fame 
Place which he had made choice of for his 
Abcde, and where his Manes now lay. She 
withdrew from Rome, as I have before ob- 
ferv'd, the fame Day that Mark Anthony went 
away in difguft; and that was the Occafion 
of my fufpecting it was on his account fhe 
departed. 

The Gods be prais’d, Madam, faid J, 
when fhe had told me all thefe things, that the 
regard you have for a Father’s dying words, 
has conducted you to a Province where I 
am obliged to refide, and where I can make 
you the fame Offer as when firft I had the 
bleffing of knowing you. That Obfervance 
whicn you think fo favourable te you, az- 


Jwer'd fhe, includes more than one Act of 


Duty ; the fame Obedience which drew me 
from Rome, obliges me not. to accept any 
Propofal made me by a Roman. You are too 
ey e 1 ? 
well skill’d in what you ought to do, refum'd 
Z, not to know that thefe Sentiments are 
highly unjuft Hate the Memory of Mar- 
cellus, who flew Viridomarus, and was» the 
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firft Caufe of your Family’s Misfortune 
Hate Fulius Cafar, who, by totally fubduing 
the Gauls, depriv’d your Father both of Re- 
venge and Empire But hate not me; 1 
was not born when thefe Wars began, ant 
innocent of every thing which offends you, 
and wifh to live no longer than I can give 
you Proofs of my Love. But this Love, faid 
fhe, makes you not lefs a Roman, nor me any 
other than a Princefs of the Gauls: and that 
Contempt which your Senate expreffes for all 
Kings, I feel for all who are not of Kingly 
Blood. ‘That Contempt, Madam, anfwer'd J, 
is now entirely loft, fince there is no King- 
dom but what acknowledges the Roman Em- 
pire, and efpoufes her Maxims ; and we fee 
more Monarchs feek the Adoption of Rome, 
than ever had Courage to take up Arms a- 
gainft her. Thefe Monarchs, refum’d Cy- 
theris fiercely, are not defcended from Viri- 
domarus ; if they were, they would fet a 
greater value*on their Authority. But, to 
deal with you, coutznued fhe more calmly, with 
that Sincerity which is the Merit of your 
Love; I have always had an efteem for your 
Perfon, acknowledge your Virtues, and the 
Obligations I have to you, and, in the Con- 
dition to which Iam reduced, muft own the 
Propofals you have made me as fo many Fa- 
vours, which I can afcribe to no other Mo- 
tive than the moft violent Affection——but 
yet, in fpite of all this, I cannot forget the 
Lineage from which I {prung, and thould re- 
fufe the Nephew, or even Son of Auguftus 
himfelf, were he offer’d me under the ‘Title 
of Citizen. 
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'Thefe words were the fatal Oracle which 
decreed the Downfal both of my Fortyne 
and my Reafon ; and tho’ fhe {poke them on~ 
ly with the View of extinguifhing my Hopes, 

et I took them in another Senfe, and 
thought fhe had now inftru€ted me in the 
way to pleafe her. I took upon me, there- 
fore the Majefty of an abfolute Monarch ; I 
made my People ferve me after the manner 
of the antient Kings of Egypt; I put on the 
Habit of that Country, and fuffer’d none to 
come into my Prefence, but {uch as conform’d 
tothe new Laws I made: I rais’d a Statue, 
and, in fhort, committed a thoufand Follies, 
for which I juftly incur’d the Difpleafure of 
Cafar againft me. 

Cytheris faw the beginning of thefe Difor- 
ders with Grief, and did all in her power to 
hinder me from proceeding in them; but 
the Remonftrances fhe made me, had alfo a 
different Effect from what they ought, or 
were defign’d for: the Concern fhe exprefs'd 
for my Welfare, made me imagine fhe would 
rather reward my Love, than fuffer it to be 
my Ruin: and to incline her to bribe me by 
that means, I committed worfe Extrava- 
gancies than ever; which fhe perceiving, 
and that it was impoffible to reclaim me by 
any other Way than that fhe was refoly’d. 
not to make ufe of, fhe privately withdrew 
herfelf with Phila; fince when, I have never 
been able to hear any thing of her. 

Twas lke a Man diftraéted when I was 
told of her Departure; Tenquir’d after her 
of thofe who Iknew. could give me no account 
of her, as well as of thofe who I fufpected 
were 
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were in the fecret-——lI fent in fearch of her 
with an Authority fuch as Cefar himfelf 
would not have made ufe of, but for the 
Public Good ; and unjuftly punifh’d the Per- 
fons who return’d without being able to 
bring me the Information I defir>d-——W hat 
can I fay more, my dear Virgil? I lov’d to 
Madnefs, and had for ever loft the Objeé& 
of my Paffion. But Auguftus is not infen- 
fible of the Power of Love ; and, perhaps, 
when Terentia fhall acquaint him, that the 
Follies I committed were occafion’d only by 
the Force of that Almighty Being, he may 
pardon them upon that account, tho’ he 
would not on any other. 





The Night being far fpent when he had 
concluded his Story, thefe two Friends re- 
tir’d to take what Repofe the Agitations of 
their Minds would give them leave to do— 
but Cornelius was no fooner rifen, than he 
went to sthe Chamber where Virgil lay, de- 
firing him to relate the Reafon that he 
had feem’d fo much tran{ported at the 
mention of Phila: But there is fomething 
which calls for our Attention at Rome ; fo 
that we muft defer a little longer fhowing 
you that Virgil did not talk fo learnedly on 
Love, without having experienced the Force 
of that delicate and noble Paffion. 


The End of the Third Part. 
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